
Cops vow 
to muffle 
violators

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City police will 
launch a new education and enforcement 

initiative next week to 
crack down on excessive 
noise violations from illegal 
vehicle exhaust systems.

Among all calls to the 
town’s police department, 
vehicle noise complaints 
are among the most fre-
quent, according to Siler 
City Police Chief  Mike 

Wagner.
“It’s in the top three complaints that we 

get,” he said. “People are always asking me 
and complaining, ‘What can we do about 
these loud noises, particularly the exhaust 
mufflers that emanate these loud noises 
throughout the town?’”

Thunderous exhaust systems — or the ab-
sence of  appropriate exhaust systems — are 
explicitly named in state law prohibitions 
against excessive noise. General Statute 
20-128 outlaws willful operation of  “a motor 
vehicle on a highway” that generates “ex-
cessive noise and unusual noise, annoying 
smoke or smoke screen.”

Such vehicles are also in violation of  Siler 
City’s town ordinance.

“So it’s in violation of  state law, and then 
in conjunction with the town ordinance, 
we’ve got both those things applying to these 
loud mufflers,” Wagner said. “And so we’re 
going to address those citizens’ concerns in 
compliance, just following the rule of  law as 
far as what’s permissible by the state in the 
statute and what’s not.”

Starting on Monday, June 14, the initiative 
will begin. But police will be slow to punish 
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Chatham News + Record
Town board moves closer to 

closing Third Street permanently
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The town’s board 
of  commissioners moved forward 
Monday with plans to close three 
roads near Mountaire Farms’ Siler 
City facility, more than two years af-
ter the company submitted its initial 
request.

Mountaire renewed its proposal 
in May for the town to close and re-
route portions of  East Third Street, 
East Fifth Street and all of  Johnson 
Avenue after having approached 
the board with similar petitions at 

least eight times prior, as previously 
reported by the News + Record. A 
timeline submitted by the company 
lists more than 40 total interactions 
between company representatives, 
the Town of  Siler City and the N.C. 
Dept. of  Transportation concerning 
the potential road closures.

The poultry processor’s original 
request was submitted in Oct. 2018, 
before construction of  the $170 mil-
lion, 255,000-square-foot facility was 
fully completed. For much of  that 
year, East Third Street had already 
been closed to facilitate construction 
traffic, and the company hoped Siler 

City would make it permanent.
“Based on the number of  chickens 

we will be processing, we estimate 
there will be 1,518 trucks crossing the 
street every week,” said then-Com-
munity Relations Manager Mark 
Reif, who has since retired. “We 
think that in the interest of  safety 
and the interest of  traffic flow, we 
believe that it would be best for the 
city.”

The board hosted a special meeting 
last Tuesday to discuss Mountaire’s 
proposal during which the commis-

AT MOUNTAIRE’S REQUEST

See CLOSING, page A3

CORE 
transitioning, 

teaching through 
‘twin pandemics’

BY BILL HORNER III
News + Record Staff

The practical reality of  a constructive, 
community-wide conversation about racial 
equity in Chatham County is something 
that’s never far from Karinda Roebuck’s 

mind.
For Roebuck, the exec-

utive director of  CORE — 
Chatham Organizing for 
Racial Equity — the “twin 
pandemics” of  the past 
year have created plenty 
of  opportunities for those 
conversations to happen.

“We have so much 
going on,” she said. 
“I mean, we were in 
two pandemics, right? 
Aside from COVID, 
we were also in the 
pandemic of  racism. 
And struggling with 
new normals. And 
the unfortunate kill-
ing of  George Floyd 

was difficult to see, and very traumatic, 
extremely traumatic for people of  color.”

The national attention to Floyd’s death, 
and the conversations that followed, she 
said, allowed groups such as CORE — found-
ed in 2016 in Pittsboro — “to sit back and 
do some really deep strategic planning, and 
working on our infrastructure.”

“And I do think that with the response 
we had, because of  the national attention, 
that there’s more dialogue, and there’s more 

For more 
about CORE 
and Chatham 
County’s June 
19 ‘Juneteenth’ 
celebration, 
SEE PAGE A3

Roebuck

Chatham’s 2021 graduates reflect on 
finishing school during a pandemic

‘A WEIRD, WEIRD SENIOR YEAR’

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

When Jacquelinne Marroquin 
Tobar moved to Siler City and start-
ed school at Jordan-Matthews High 
School four years ago, she knew 
very little English and struggled 
to feel comfortable around other 
students.

Now a senior, she will graduate 
this weekend, with plans to attend 
Wake Forest University in the fall to 
study political science and foreign 
affairs.

In her four years at J-M, she 
accomplished a lot: mastering En-
glish, being named as one of  Chapel 
Hill nonprofit LatinxEd’s “20 under 
20” 2020 recipients and starting the 
school’s first Water Bottle Recycling 
Project, a campaign intended to 
teach students about the impor-
tance of  recycling. During its more 
than three years of  operation, the 
project collected more than 1,000 
bottles each week.

“My experience at Jordan-Mat-
thews was definitely one of  the 
best things that could have ever 
happened to me,” Marroquin Tobar 
said. “I started high school as a 
newcomer, as an ESL student, with 

pretty much no English, basic. 
And just the way Jordan-Matthews 
welcomed me and supported me 
in everything that I did — all of  
my ambitions and goals — it was 
amazing.”

Born in Houston, Marroquin 
Tobar moved to Siler City from 
Guatemala. In addition to language 
barriers, she also grappled with 
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See NOISE, page A7

Wagner

Veteran PBO restaurateurs to 
open new upscale steakhouse 

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — After a crippling 
year for the restaurant industry, 
Greg and Maria Lewis — former 
owners of  the defunct Pittsboro 
Roadhouse — are back on their feet 
and set to unveil a new fine dining 
experience by month’s end.

The Sycamore, a gourmet steak-
house featuring dry-aged beef  from 

one of  the nation’s finest suppliers, 
will open for business on June 
24, barring unexpected pandemic 
setbacks. 

“I never thought it would take this 
long to finally open,” Greg said, “not 
in a million years. We’re finally back 
to doing what we love.”

The grand opening will mark 
almost a year since the couple’s pop-

THE SYCAMORE 

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Greg and Maria Lewis plan to open 
their new restaurant, The Sycamore, 
on June 24.See SYCAMORE, page A7

Changes in county’s precincts, polling 
locations up for consideration

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

Chatham’s Board of  Elections has 
decided to make changes in a num-
ber of  the county’s voting precincts 
— splitting one and combining two 
others — and is mulling additional 
precinct changes along with moving 

some existing polling places.
Resolutions for the changes — 

discussed by the board last month 
— will be presented at a June 22 
meeting.

“We received our census and 
nothing changed with our precincts. 
They are exactly the same as they 
were,” Board of  Elections Director 

Pandora Paschal told the News + Re-
cord regarding the recently-released 
2020 census data. “But of  course, the 
board has been looking at combining 
and splitting some precincts, we (dis-
cussed) that in our last meeting, and 
actually moving some polling places 

See PRECINCTS, page A6

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chatham Charter School student Landon Oakley embraces his mom 
after graduating from the school May 21. Chatham Charter kicked off 
graduation season in Chatham, with ceremonies able to happen in-
person this year after last year’s highly modified celebrations due to 
COVID-19.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking is available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St.
• The Friends of the 
Chatham Community 
Library has canceled its 
Spring Book Sale due to 
the continued lockdown 
of government offices and 
businesses, ordered by 
federal, state, and local 
government. More infor-
mation can be found on 
the website: friendsccl.org. 
• Chatham County 
Council on Aging: Both 
centers are closed at this 
time until July. If  you 
need to pick up supplies, 
call the Siler City or Pitts-
boro location or check 
our website at chatham-
coa.org. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, June 
14, via videoconference. 
For more information, go 
to pittsboronc.gov.
• The Chatham SWCD 
Board Meeting will take 
place at 7 p.m. on June 
10. If  you wish to attend 
this meeting, reach out 
to Brandy Oldham at 
919-545-8440 for details. 
We will also have a 
teleconference number 
for attendees who wish to 
attend remotely.
• The Chatham Hospital 
Board of Trustees meeting 
will be held virtually at 
4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
15. The public is invited 
to attend. If  interested, 
please contact Angela 
Hurt in advance at 919-
799-4012 for the access 
information.
• The Albright Precinct 
Democrats will gather 
from 2 - 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, June 19, at 294 Full 
Circle Lane, Siler City. 
We will be discussing 
upcoming changes to the 
precinct and our 2021 
Action Plan.
• Chatham County Pub-
lic Libraries has reinstat-
ed its pre-COVID hours 
of  operation, at all three 
branch locations. 
• In honor of  LGBT Pride 
Month in June, Chatham 
Community Library will 
play a role in highlight-
ing diversity and the 
many contributions of  
the LGBT community 
by offering a weeklong 
virtual screening of  the 
documentary, Deep Run 
(2015), running June 10 - 
17. This program is free 
and open to the public. 
Access to the virtual 
screening will be avail-
able beginning June 10. 
A password is required 
at the time of  viewing. 
Individuals should 
contact social.library@
chathamlibraries.org 
to request the password 
or for additional infor-
mation. Residents may 
also visit the libraries’ 
website, www.chatham-
libraries.org, or contact 
the Library at (919) 545-
8084 or rita.vanduinen@
chathamlibraries.org for 

more information.
• Siler City Parks and Rec-
reation invites you to start 
your days off right with 
a few laps at the Indoor 
Walking Program each 
weekday morning, Monday 
through Friday, from 7 to 9 
a.m., at the Ernest Ramsey 
Gymnasium Indoor Walk-
ing Track, 512 East 6th St. 
The program is free and 
no pre-registration is re-
quired. Operations are sub-
ject to COVID-19 guidelines 
and mask requirement 
indoors. For more informa-
tion, visit www.silercity.org 
or contact Siler City Parks 
and Recreation at 919-742-
2699 or email recreation@
silercity.org.

THURSDAY 
• Pittsboro Farmers 
Market is open with 
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays, at 287 East St.
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.

OTHER UPCOMING:
• Chatham Communi-
ty Library is offering 
free online classes on 
Microsoft Excel and Job 
Interview Skills in June. 
Class descriptions and 
a registration link can 
be found at www.cha-
thamnc.org/Computer-
Classes. - Microsoft Excel 
Basics, Part 1: June 16, 
Wednesday, 3 p.m. - Mic-
rosoft Excel Basics, Part 
2: June 23, Wednesday, 3 
p.m. and Job Interview 
Skills:  June 30, Wednes-
day, 3 p.m.
• The Siler City Parks 
and Recreation De-
partment announces 
the Bray Park Aquatic 
Facility has opened for 
the 2021 season with 
modified operations. The 
pool will operate through 
Labor Day weekend and 
is open Monday-Friday 
from 4:30-6:30pm during 
the School Year, Mon-
day-Friday from 12 - 6 
p.m. during the summer 
months, and Saturday 
and Sunday from 12 - 6 
p.m. General admission 
includes a $5 entry fee for 
ages 3 and over. Children 
ages 2 and under receive 
free entry. Senior Citi-
zens, 50 or better receive 
a 50% discount. Siler 
City is offering Two-Fifty 
Tuesdays again where 
patrons may enjoy the 
pool each Tuesday when 
the entry fee is only $2.50. 
To adhere to COVID-19 
guidelines, masks/face 
coverings are encouraged 
for all patrons when in 
the bathhouse and not 
able to socially distance 
at least 6-feet from others. 
Pool furniture will be 
available with sanitation 
stations located on the 
pool deck for patrons to 
utilize. Outside furni-
ture is not permitted. To 
schedule swim times for 
daycares and camps, to 
register for swim lessons, 
purchase season passes, 
or to rent the pool for a 
pool party, contact Caro-
lina Pool Management at 
336-854-8884.
• Chatham County 
Public Libraries invite 
families with young 
children to enjoy the 
great outdoors while 
experiencing the joy of  
reading this summer 

with Outdoor Story Time. 
These programs will be 
offered June 14 through 
August 31, with the fol-
lowing weekly schedule: 
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
– Natural Chef  Café seat-
ing area on the Central 
Carolina Community Col-
lege, Pittsboro Campus, 
adjacent to the Chatham 
Community Library, 197 
NC Hwy 87 N, Pittsboro; 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
– Washington Avenue 
Park picnic shelter, 1305 
Washington Avenue, Siler 
City; and Thursdays at 
10:30 a.m. at Goldston 
Public Library lawn, 9235 
Pittsboro-Goldston Rd, 
Goldston. Story time is 
geared toward children 
who have not yet entered 
kindergarten (ages 2-5), 
but anyone is welcome to 
join in on the fun. Chil-
dren will hear stories, 
sing songs and enjoy 
more activities. Story 
times will be offered 
rain or shine. Chatham 
County Public Libraries 
are pleased to partner 
with Central Carolina 
Community College and 
the Siler City Parks and 
Recreation Department 
to offer these programs.
• Chatham County 
Public Libraries invite 
children and teens to 
participate in its 2021 
Virtual Summer Reading 
Challenge “Tails and 
Tales” through July 31. 
This program, spon-
sored by the Friends of  
the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, is open to 
children and teens, ages 
2 and up. Readers will 
participate online this 
year by signing up on 
the libraries’ Beanstack 
site, https://chathamnc.
beanstack.org, and win 
prizes for completing 10 
hours of  reading. Using 
Beanstack, readers can 
log their time and titles 
online, as well as create 
book reviews for others 
to see. All readers who 
reach the 10-hour goal 
will earn a free book and 
will be entered into a 
grand prize drawing for 
a $50 gift certificate to 
McIntyre’s Books. The 
Virtual Summer Reading 
Challenge kicks off online 
on June 3rd at 4 p.m. with 
a special program “An-
imal Stories in African 
Art,” an interactive vir-
tual program hosted by 
the N.C. Museum of  Art. 
This event will be most 
appropriate for children 
ages 4-10, but everyone 
is invited to participate 
and learn. Registration 
information can be found 
on the libraries’ online 
Events Calendar.
• Everyone is invited to 
the Ribbon Cutting Cer-
emony of  the New Cha-
tham County ABC Store 
at 10435 U.S. 64 Hwy. East, 
Apex, Wednesday, June 
16 at 10 a.m., located next 
to Cruizer’s at the inter-
section of  Hwy. 64 E. and 
Farrington Road.  
• Central Carolina Com-
munity College will host 
a basketball camp for 3rd 
through 8th graders from 
5:30-8:30 p.m. July 26-29. 
The $100 cost includes 
snack and drink each 
day, and a CCCC camp 
T-shirt. For more infor-
mation or to register for 
the Cougar Basketball 
Camp, visit www.cccc.
edu/sports-camps/ or 
contact Athletic Director 
Jonathan Hockaday at 
jhockaday@cccc.edu.
• Central Carolina Com-
munity College summer 
volleyball camp will be 
held Monday through 
Friday, July 12-16. It is 

open to rising 3rd to 5th 
graders. Registration fee 
of  $75 includes T-shirt. 
Registration/check-in is 
at 8 a.m., with sessions 
from 8:30-11 a.m. Class 
limited to 12 participants. 
The Cougar Volleyball 
Camp for rising 6th 
through 8th graders 
(middle school) will be 
held Monday through 
Friday, July 12-16. Regis-
tration/check-in time is 
1 p.m., with session times 
from 1:30-4 p.m. Registra-
tion fee of  $75 includes a 
T-shirt. Class limited to 
16 participants. The Cou-
gar Volleyball Training 
Workouts for rising 9th 
through 12th graders will 
be held Monday through 
Friday, July 12-16. Regis-
tration/check-in time is 
6 p.m., with session times 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Regis-
tration fee of  $75 includes 
a T-shirt. Class limited to 
16 participants. For more 
information or to register 
for the Cougar Volleyball 
Camp, visit www.cccc.
edu/sports-camps/ or 
contact Athletic Director 
Jonathan Hockaday at 
jhockaday@cccc.edu.
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and 
Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
We will be following the 
Governor’s directive on 
occupancy, masks, and so-
cial distancing. Adult and 
kid friendly; no admission 
fee. Don’t miss our new 
exhibit of  the paintings of  
Annie Lutterloh Bynum. 
Our permanent exhibits 
cover all aspects of  Cha-
tham’s unique history. 
The Museum is located 
in the historic Chatham 
County Courthouse in the 
circle. More info: https://
chathamhistory.org
• Second Bloom Thrift 
Store is open at the Food 
Lion Shopping Center. 
Store hours are Tuesday 
until Saturday, 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. Masks are re-
quired and hand sanitizer 
is also available. Proceeds 
provide support for survi-
vors of  domestic violence 
and sexual assault and 
promote community ed-
ucation in collaboration 
with Chatham County.
• Pittsboro Youth 
Theater. All campers 
will learn a variety of  
theater skills, rehearse 
and perform a live play 
at Sweet Bee Theater. 
Camps will be led by 
experienced Pittsboro 
Youth Theater Direc-

tor(s) and Assistant(s). 
Camp themes include 
Princess Camp, Fairy 
Camp, Jungle Camp, and 
Alien Camp. There will 
also be a 3-week musical 
intensive one resulting in 
performances of  Frozen 
Jr., as well as a 2-week 
intensive for younger 
campers resulting in 
performances of  Frozen 
Kids. Enrollment is open 
now on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Ages: 
6-12; 3 weeks for ages 
10-18. Dates: Weekly 
camps, 2-week summer 
intensive, and 3-week 
summer intensive, June 
14 - August 13, 9 am to 5 
pm, (early drop-off and 
late pick-up for an addi-
tional fee). Frozen Jr. and 
Frozen Kids: See website 
for details, COVID-19 Pre-
cautions, full details and 
accommodations - PYT 
Marketing Team, pytm-
ktg@gmail.com - 18A E. 
Salisbury St., Pittsboro; 
919-533-6997. 
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert via 
Twitter featuring per-
formances submitted by 
JM students and faculty. 
Concerts can be viewed 
on its Twitter account @
JMArts and by using the 
hashtags #JMACoron-
aConcert performances 
and #JMACoronaCon-
cert program.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 

Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting 
— Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill, Pittsboro.
• Scout News 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.  
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts. 
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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people open to learning 
more,” she said. “And we 
were happy to provide 
that.”

It’s also been a year of  
transition and transfor-
mation for Roebuck and 
CORE. The national dis-
cussion on race, galvanized 
in the wake of Floyd’s 
killing in Minneapolis, 
gave more opportunities 
to teach, to train and to 
organize — including plan-
ning the community-wide 
Juneteenth observance 
CORE will host at the 
Pittsboro Fairgrounds on 
June 19 (see sidebar story 
for details).

CORE was founded 
with the goal of  providing 
educational opportunities 
for the greater Chatham 
community, including 
Racial Equity Institute 
(REI) training — done via 
Zoom videoconferencing 
since the pandemic — for 
organizations, institu-
tions and individuals 
requesting it.

Its most recent four-
part Racial Equity Fun-
damentals training series 
concluded this week. 
It featured 90-minute 
virtual modules on the 
fundamentals of  equity, a 
historical examination of  
racism, a study of  power 
dynamics, and a look at 
applied equity. About 40 
people registered; the 
program’s materials were 
assembled mostly by 
CORE staff.

Racial equity — equal 
outcomes, not just equal 
opportunities — is part 
of  CORE’s vision for 
the communities and 
institutions of  Chatham 
County, achieved through 
education, organizing 
and reconciliation. All 
three of  those efforts 
come together in CORE’s 
REI workshops, which 
more than 500 Chatham 
residents have attended 
in the last three years. 
Workshop alumni can 
also discuss issues re-
lated to race and equity 
during monthly meetings 
hosted by CORE. 

Stephanie Terry, 
CORE’s program director 
for organizing, said the 
need for racial equity is 
evident in Chatham, just 
like it is elsewhere.

“Chatham County, like 
most of  our country, still 
maintains an achieve-
ment gap amongst Black 
and white students in 
education, has dispa-
rate outcomes in wealth 
income measures and has 
disparities in maternal 
health outcomes by race,” 
she said. “Structural rac-
ism persists in Chatham 
County and the first steps 
in solving this most perva-
sive problem is developing 
a shared analysis about 
race and racism.”

‘I’m being heard’

Although CORE has 
its detractors, many in 
the community have 
voiced their support for 
its ongoing work and for 
broaching such sensi-
tive topics, according to 
Roebuck.

“We really think that 
it’s important for us to 
be able to identify root 
causes of  disparities, 
of  racial disparities, by 
looking at our history,” 
she says. “And so we do 
just a kind of  a brief  look 
into history — but we re-
ally talk about how past 
policies and laws have 
affected our lives today. 
And then the big ques-
tion of  — What do I do 

with this now? So we talk 
about what power is, and 
what community power 
is, and what you do with 
this information.”

The organization occa-
sionally gets invited to do 
training sessions for some 
people “who don’t neces-
sarily want to be there,” 
according to Roebuck.

“And we have had a 
ton of  attendees sit there 
with their arms crossed 
and their backs to us,” she 
said. “And by the end of  
our training series, at this 
one place, I remember 
distinctly this gentleman 
uncrossed his arms and 
turned around and looked 
at me. And he said, ‘I feel 
like I’m being heard.’

“And I appreciate that. 
And I think that’s one 
of  the big things that 
we talk about in our 
group agreements at the 
beginning of  every one 
of  our training sessions. 
We point out that it’s OK 
to disagree with what 
we are saying. And we 
encourage you to speak 
up, we encourage you to 
share what you’re think-
ing and feeling, because 
somebody else may be 
feeling the same thing.”

What Roebuck says is 
not OK is “to attack or 
blame or shame to some-
body for their thoughts 
and their belief  systems. 
And we really do begin 
with the understanding 
of  perspective, and the 
power that is in our 
perspectives, and how 
we can — from polar-
ized groups — come to a 
center to be able to have a 
conversation.”

In its workshops and 
work with client organi-
zations, CORE addresses 
the subjects of  racism, 
racial equity, biases and 
socialization head-on — 
but with the understand-
ing, or even the assump-
tion, that some of  the 
definitions and tenets of  
those subjects might be 
unfamiliar to hearers.

In its just-completed se-
ries, for example, in a dis-
cussion about “implicit 
bias,” attendees learned 
that so much of  most 
people’s understanding 
takes place at an uncon-
scious level. Not being 
aware that we have im-
plicit biases, many of  us 
remain largely unaware 
of  our own tendencies 
to rapidly and automat-
ically associate people, 
groups and objects with 
our own personal positive 
and negative connotative 
preferences.

The resultant actions 
might be different than 

our intentions and, in 
some cases, run contrary 
to our own stated beliefs 
and attitudes, Roebuck 
says. That makes those 
biases incredibly power-
ful.

Biases, of  course, are at 
the core of  racism. CORE 
defines racism as “an 
institutionalized system 
of  explicit and implicit 
biases, that result in atti-
tudes, processes, behav-
iors of  aggression (micro 
and macro), oppression, 
discrimination, and mar-
ginalization, revolving 
around a fictitious belief  
of  social and political 
constructs of  race, where 
whiteness is believed to 
be superior, the standard 
of  the norm, and deserv-
ing of  privilege at the 
expense of  BIPOC result-
ing in dehumanization, 
trauma and inequality of  
every aspect of  Black and 
Brown people’s lives.”

A construct, not a fact

By looking at race and 
the myth of  race — and 
the fact that because 
Black and white people, 
for instance, are 99.98% 
genetically alike — CORE 
workshops teach that race 
is not a biological fact.

That construct, Roebuck 
says, first appeared in the 
United States in the early 
17th century as a means 
for European business-
men to profit from free 
labor and as a method of  
social control to prevent 
European and African 
indentured servants from 
seeing their common 
oppression. In time, it be-
came a social and political 
reality — norms that were 
internalized into society in 
the United States.

Even a century and a 
half after slavery ended 
here, CORE education ses-
sions teach that our biases 
and socialization continue 
to inform our individual 
perspectives. They create 
mental associations which 
can lead us to internalize 
preferences in favor or 
disfavor of the things and 
people around us.

Understanding both 
bias and socialization as 
“twin informants” of  per-
spective, and the power 
of  perspective, enhances 
our understanding of  
the issues, attendees 
learn. It also improves 
critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills 
and strengthens our 
relationships with others. 
It improves our atti-
tudes through the use of  
empathy, which — when 
applied community-wide 

— leads to reconciliation.
Which, again, is at the 

heart of  CORE’s vision.

Better infrastructure

During the pandemic, 
CORE itself  has become 
more organized. It’s in 
the process of  becoming a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organi-
zation. It has added board 
members and is in the 
process of  adding even 
more; it has partnered 
with the Durham-based 
Southern Vision Alli-
ance as a fiscal agent to 
help with fund-raising, 
fiduciary support and 
infrastructure help. A 
new website has been 
launched (corenc.org) as 
well.

For Roebuck, who 
also works as a trained 
midwife, the pandemic 
has given her time to 
learn the nuances of  a 
growing nonprofit and 
to leverage the support 
of  CORE’s volunteers, 
which includes its white 
caucus members — some 
of  whom helped lead the 
effort for the removal of  
the Confederate monu-
ment at Pittsboro’s his-
toric County Courthouse 
in November 2019.

Since that occurred pri-
or to the killing of  Floyd, 
Roebuck said it put Pitts-
boro and Chatham Coun-
ty in a unique position — 
a rural area engaging in 
spirited discussion about 
the issues of  race, equity 
and justice. 

“Because of  the statue, 
right?” said Roebuck, 
who also serves as 
co-chairperson of  the 
Chatham Health Alliance 
Equity Committee. “And 
the statue was import-
ant. The removal of  a 
statue was an import-
ant action in Chatham 
County because it really 
put that discerning eye 
on what’s going on, and 
what it means and what 
symbols represent. It was 
a chance to address struc-
tural racism.”

And for people of  color, 

she said, Floyd’s death 
“brought that out in a 
visceral sense,” creating 
even more conversation 
around those issues.

It’s a conversation she 
hopes continues.

“I would say that we’ve 
had a lot more support 
than we’ve seen resis-
tance,” Roebuck said. “And 
the people who are enrolled 
in our courses, they still 
have a lot of work to do.

“We have this veil … es-
pecially with our history 
… we have a veil across 
our eyes. And what we’re 
trying to do is just kind 
of  poke holes in those 
veils so that you can see 
there’s another narrative, 
there’s another perspec-
tive to history.”

A perspective that’s 
eye-opening for many, 
she says.

“For some of  them, 
it makes them uncom-
fortable, for sure,” she 
said. “And we tell them 
to embrace that, that un-
comfortableness, because 
that’s where change 
happens. I can guarantee 
you that the caterpillar 
that’s turning inside the 
goop is not comfortable in 
there in that cocoon. But 
he emerges as a butterfly 
… I know that not ev-
erybody agrees with us, 
and that’s OK. But if  we 
can get enough people to 
hear what we’re saying, 
and we can listen to each 
other, then I think CORE 
will make an impact in 
Chatham County.”

Publisher Bill Horner III 
can be reached at bhorn-
er3@chathamnr.com and 
on Twitter @billthethird.

sioners agreed to advance 
the process toward road 
closure. They formalized 
the decision Monday with 
a resolution of  intent to 
close each of  the three 
streets. The step is not fi-
nal authorization to begin 
road closure, however, 
and does not preclude the 
chance that Siler City or 
NCDOT might yet deny 

Mountaire’s request.
By law, the town must 

host a public hearing 
before work can begin to 
close the roads. A month 
in advance of  the meeting 
— which is scheduled for 
August 2 — the town will 
publish weekly legal ad-
vertisements in the News 
+ Record and with Siler 
City radio station WNCA, 
and a copy of  the town’s 
resolutions certifying 
intent to close the roads 
will be sent to all affected 

businesses.
The three streets, East 

Third especially, serve as 
an important gateway to 
downtown Siler City from 
U.S. Hwy. 64. About 50 
businesses operate along 
the roads. But Mountaire 
representatives say that 
closing the roads does not 
mean cutting off access 
to downtown or the many 
small business along the 
way. Cathy Bassett, direc-
tor of communications 
and community relations 

at Mountaire’s corporate 
office, emphasized at a 
commissioners meeting 
last month that while 
the company’s on-paper 
proposal calls for road clo-
sures, it’s more accurate to 
think of the streets shift-
ing and traffic rerouting.

“It may seem like 
semantics, but it’s im-
portant,” Bassett said. 
“We’re only asking for it 
to be rerouted, and we’re 
offering to pay for the 
total cost of  the rerouting 

project. When it’s built, 
I think it’s safe to say it’s 
probably going to be the 
nicest road in all of  Siler 
City. It will truly be a 
gateway to downtown.”

A public hearing for 
town residents and 
the board of  commis-
sioners to discuss the 
potential road closures 
is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. on August 2 in the 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School auditorium. Un-
less convinced the road 

closures are contrary to 
the public’s best interest 
or the rights of  nearby 
property owners, the 
commissioners will likely 
adopt an order to perma-
nently close the streets, 
after which the decision 
will be submitted to 
NCDOT, which can affirm 
or overturn the board’s 
decision. 

Reporter D. Lars 
Dolder can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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JUNETEENTH

If you’re going
When: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Saturday, 

June 19
Where: Pittsboro Fairgrounds, 191 

Fairgrounds Rd., Pittsboro
What: A celebration of  “Liberation: 

The Human Right of  Choice & Free-
dom,” produced by CORE NC. It’s a 
free public event using education, 
music, storytelling and performance 
to deepen our understanding of  
slavery and the efforts to abolish it, 
and to connect slavery to modern day 
human rights issues. The day will 
include food, a Black Business Expo, 
entertainment and plenty of  activi-
ties for children. Rep. Robert Reives 
II (D-Dist. 54) will serve as keynote 
speaker.

Plus: UNC Health will be on hand 
to provide COVID-19 vaccinations. 
For more information about the 
vaccination event, go to qrco.de/
COREJuneteenth21 and enter CORE 
as your partner code.

Virtual Lecture Series
In addition to the June 19 in-person 

event, CORE’s Juneteenth events 
include a series of  three virtual 
lectures. The first was held June 
5, featuring Dr. Irving Joyner, the 
legal counsel for the N.C. NAACP; 
the others are scheduled for June 12 
(featuring author Kelly Little) and 
June 17 (featuring human dynamic 
practitioner Kim Pevia). For more 
information, email info@corenc.org.

What is ‘Juneteenth’?
Juneteenth recognizes the day in 

Galveston, Texas — June 19, 1865 
— when enslaved Africans finally 
heard the news of  their freedom two 
and one half  years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation was signed by 
President Abraham Lincoln. During 

the early 1900s, there was a decline 
in Juneteenth celebrations but a re-
surgence of  the holiday began during 
the Black Freedom Movement of  the 
1960s. On January 1, 1980, Juneteenth 
became an official state holiday in 
Texas and in 2011, Georgia became 
the 37th state to recognize the day. 

North Carolina officially recog-
nized Juneteenth in 2007.

Today, Juneteenth is observed in 
over 200 cities. It is a symbol of  the 
end of  chattel slavery and the con-
tinued fight for freedom for African 
descendant people.

The day is also called “Freedom 
Day,” “Jubilee Day,” “Liberation 
Day” and “Emancipation Day.”

Moving Toward Healing 
conference

CORE has been working with the 
Center for Child & Family Health and 
their Trauma-Informed Communities 
Project across seven counties and is 
taking part in the “Moving Toward 
Healing: Racial Equity as Founda-
tional to Trauma-Informed Commu-
nities in N.C.” conference.

The final summit of  the conference 
is free and open to the public and 
will be held from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 16.

The topic of  the conference will 
include community-driven approach-
es that build mutually beneficial 
relationships within and across com-
munities, authentically share power 
with partners, and use storytelling to 
address racial, historical and com-
munity trauma in North Carolina. 
This will be a brave space to deep-
en awareness, promote action and 
celebrate the impressive trauma-in-
formed work of  seven counties from 
across the state.

Register at https://bit.ly/3fbsjs1.

CORE
Continued from page A1

CORE AT A GLANCE
What is CORE?

CORE (Chatham Organizing for Racial Equity) 
is a Chatham-based, volunteer-led nonprofit or-
ganization founded in 2016 and working to build a 
broad-based coalition of  individuals, non-profits 
and community groups. CORE works to decon-
struct systemic inequities and achieve equitable 
outcomes for all people in Chatham County 
through education, organizing and reconcilia-
tion. CORE’s vision is to achieve racial equity 
in communities and institutions in Chatham 
County.

CORE’s three areas of focus
Education: Raising awareness of  systemic rac-

ism and strategies for dismantling it. 
Organizing: Building and strengthening rela-

tionships with individuals, community groups 
and nonprofits interested in race equity issues.

Reconciliation: Using a model of  racial identi-
ty caucusing to broaden and deepen awareness 
gained after taking part in racial equity work-
shops.

CORE Leadership
Karina Roebuck, Executive Director
• karindaroebuck@me.com
Stephanie Terry, Director of  Organizing
• basima100@gmail.com

Directors
Maria Soto & Stephanie Watkins-Cruz 

(co-chairpersons)
Maureen Maurer (treasurer)
Travis Patterson (secretary)



Elevating, not helicoptering
Before I had kids of  my own, I 

thought “helicopter parenting” was 
an extreme sport. 
Let’s also try 
bungee-jumping 
parenting and sky-
diving parenting! 

But the truth is 
quite serious. In 
this case, “heli-
coptering” refers 
to hovering by a 
caregiver, an adult 
anxiously watching 
for the opportunity 

to swoop in and help the child. For 
example, adults who keep their hands 
just inches from the young one climb-
ing a slide on the playground.

Of course, no one wants their 
kid to get hurt, but there’s also the 
danger that our best intentions harm 
our children. Helicoptering may pre-
vent children and adolescents from 
learning to do things for themselves 
long after their playground days.

My friend Paul and I recently 
discussed this helicoptering dynam-
ic. He has adult children and is a 
professor at N.C. State. 

Because one of  his sons attends 
N.C. State, Paul is a member of  two 
N.C. State parent Facebook groups. 
There are lots of  helpful discussions 
in the groups such as, “What kind of  
computer does my child need?” — 
but they not infrequently cross into 

helicopter territory. 
In those cases, the parents as-

sumed responsibilities that could 
have been learning opportunities for 
their students. In the most alarming 
posts, parents decided what classes 
or instructors their students should 
take. They had their students’ cars 
fixed. One parent was looking for a 
cleaning service for a student apart-
ment. Several organized to complain 
to administrators about COVID-19 
restrictions. They wanted students, 
faculty and staff back in the class-
room at the height of  the pandemic. 

We do not wish to be read as 
self-righteous. We admit that we, 
too, are guilty of  helicoptering. It is 
natural to want to help one’s own 
flesh and blood! But before swooping 
in, we find it helpful to ask, Who am 
I really trying to help? Is my child in 
real and present danger? Or, is the 
actual problem that am I uncomfort-
able watching them struggle?

Author Janet Lansbury encour-
ages caregivers to practice such 
self-awareness. Instead of  helicopter-
ing, Lansbury describes “elevating 
child care” as allowing children “to 
face age-appropriate struggles.” In 
her work, Lansbury builds on the 
theories of  Magda Gerber, a pioneer 
of  parenting advice in the 20th centu-
ry, but we think the idea of  elevating 
child care goes back even further.

Long ago, Paul of  Tarsus wrote 

that “suffering produces persever-
ance” (Romans 5:3). The original 
Greek for “suffering” referred to 
pressing down on something (or 
someone), while the word “persever-
ance” literally meant to remain un-
der a weight. It is not always helpful 
to helicopter in and pull out a loved 
one from a difficult situation, for 
“perseverance produces character” 
(Romans 5:4). “Character” origi-
nally described a coin made out of  
refined metal. Metal is refined or 
purified by pressure and heat.

We are not suggesting that anyone 
put their kids through the ringer! 
We don’t want our children to suffer. 
But a struggle can be good for them. 
Instead of  zooming to the rescue, 
sometimes we can help by backing 
off so that they can lift themselves.

Parenting is an extreme sport — it 
can be extremely difficult to watch 
your child struggle or even fail.

But whether the challenge was 
for a 3-year-old daughter to climb to 
the top of  a slide or a 23-year-old son 
to return to college, we have never 
been prouder of  our children than 
when they have climbed to a pinna-
cle on their own.

Paul Isom lives in Chapel Hill and 
teaches journalism at N.C. State. 
Andrew Taylor-Troutman is pastor 
of  Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian 
Church.

Today, more than ever: let there be rock
I grew up in Chatham Coun-

ty before the digital revolution, 
when mas-
sive, vacu-
um-tubed 
televisions 
the size 
of  small 
dinosaurs 
squatted in 
lush shag 
carpet, each 
set topped 
with its own 
rabbit-ear 

and hoop antennas. I was 
lucky; I could watch network 
television clearly on what my 
father called the “idiot-box” 
and even pick up a few snowy 
independent stations to boot. 
The scripted happenings of  
shows like “Happy Days” and 
“Good Times” were topics of  
animated conversation at the 
school lunch table and on the 
bus ride home.

But what bound us together 
more firmly than the shared 
cultural experience of  TV was 
the rock ‘n’ roll we heard on 
our parent’s hi-fi or on our 
pocket transistor radios. Sure, 

I watched episodic television 
in reruns, but the heightened 
emotional experience dimin-
ished with every viewing. Mu-
sic was different; I could listen 
to it over and over and still 
enjoy the lift it gave me. I must 
not have been the only kid 
in Chatham County to think 
so, because everyone my age 
dreamed of  being a rock star; 
consequently, by the time we 
were in high school everyone I 
knew was learning how to play 
something whether they could 
play it well or not: Johnny 
played the bass, as did Don 
and Marty. Tim and Dmitri 
and Dave and Shannon played 
guitar; Erik drummed. Rodney 
drummed. Andrew drummed. 
I heard better rock ‘n’ roll in 
Chatham County than I ever 
heard in the clubs of  New York. 

I rented a room in a band 
house from friends who played 
original rock ‘n’ roll. They were 
all Chatham boys, and they 
were all roofers, which made 
scheduling rehearsals easier 
since they all worked together. 
Summer months meant heat 
from both the blazing sun and 

the asphalt shingles they tacked 
down by the thousands, but 
winters meant shortened day-
light hours, and when it was too 
dark to work at 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon, they all met at the 
yellow house on Chicken Bridge 
Road to warm themselves at the 
wood stove in the kitchen before 
heading to the band room to 
jam and rehearse and compose 
what they called their annual 
winter music project. 

The band room was unre-
markable save for its space; 
the guitar player who rented 
the place knocked out a wall 
to enlarge the living room for 
a half  dozen musicians. There 
was not a stick of  furniture, 
save for the drummer’s stool 
and the keyboard player’s 
bench. Everyone had his own 
personal rug flung over the 
several area rugs that sat atop 
the plywood sub-floor. Tapes-
tries, quilts, packing blankets 
and rugs hung on the walls. 
They even push-pinned one 
of  those cheap, flimsy, college 
dorm room bedspreads into 
the ceiling tiles. It had pink 
Indian elephants dancing in 

the pattern, and was sheer 
enough to billow when anyone 
walked into the room, making 
the elephants sway and bob. All 
this drapery put a damper on 
the sound erupting from their 
amplifiers; the cloth interior 
squelched feedback. It felt like 
they were rehearsing inside 
a herder’s yurt on the steppe, 
or in a Bedouin’s tent in the 
desert. And these guys were 
originals — no phony Beatle-
mania to be found here.

Like most bands everywhere, 
they cut their demo and played 
their gigs but never got the big 
break every band needs. The 
yellow house was sold for the 
land it stood on, and the struc-
ture was demolished. Every-
body in the band moved on as 
their priorities evolved. They 
grew up, got married, bought 
houses and had beautiful kids. 
Rock ‘n’ roll became a hobby 
and then a memory. That’s life. 

I was walking the dog late 
one afternoon not too long ago 
when I heard softly pound-
ing drums from a neighbor’s 
garage up the street. As I drew 
closer, I heard a young man’s 

amplified voice and an electric 
guitar leading the charge with 
an original riff. Hearing that 
kid’s voice over that pulsing 
rock ‘n’ roll beat was like 
feeling a life force bursting 
through all the sickness and 
isolation of  this past year. It 
was the weed pushing through 
cracks in the concrete. 

I hear over and over lately 
that now is the time to rede-
fine the priorities in our lives. 
With the pandemic receding 
and the country opening up 
again we have been given a 
unique opportunity to create 
a new normal. Never mind the 
Netflix; I am tired of  watching 
life on a screen. Give me live 
music. Like the late Bon Scott 
of  AC/DC sang, “Oh, let there 
be rock!”

Dwayne Walls Jr. has previ-
ously written a story about his 
late father’s battle with Alzhei-
mer’s disease and a first-person 
recollection of  9/11 for the 
newspaper. Walls is the author 
of  the book “Backstage at the 
Lost Colony.” He and his wife 
Elizabeth live in Pittsboro.

When it comes to 
getting rid of it, some 
things defy decisions

While I’ve never made the cover of  GQ or any 
other men’s fashion magazine, I think I do a fair-

ly good job of  being somewhat 
neat and coordinating my daily 
outfits — most of  the time.

But it’s really not all that 
hard to do, especially if  you 
tend to wear blue jeans most 
of  the time or if  most of  your 
slacks are gray and most of  
your shirts are white.

Occasionally there will be 
the one blue sock and one 

black sock episode, but that’s usually a product 
of  getting dressed in the dark.

Other parts of  life, however, aren’t all that 
neat for me — particularly in the area of  throw-
ing away things and keeping only stuff that’s 
really needed. A good portion of  that is because 
when I was being made, a big chunk of  packrat 
ran away from the animal kingdom and jumped 
into my human makeup. 

I have mentioned this from time to time 
before, hoping for a magic pill or silver bullet 
to figure out what to keep but, so far, one hasn’t 
showed up. And so, in my study, for instance, 
I’ll take a cleaning fit once in awhile and go 
through three years’ worth of  newspapers I’ve 
saved because “one day I’ll read them.” 

Ditto with the books and notes and slips of  
paper with information written in a scrawl only 
a deficient chicken could read. Over the years, 
I’ve uncovered items I’d not only forgotten but 
also didn’t know existed.

I really think I’m getting better at throwing 
away things, but occasionally an item will come 
along that I can’t bear to trash, but I also don’t 
quite know what to do with it.

Case in point is my Mama’s purse, given to me 
when she entered a care facility in 1998, there to 
live out the last years of  her earthly existence. 
It is in exactly the same shape, form and fashion 
as that day. Inside there are pictures of  her 
grandchildren and of  my dad, her house key, 
about $40, an old grocery shopping list and a 
large number of  crumpled tissues.

So, what to do with it all? 
I’ve got all the same pictures. I don’t need the 

keys. I actually did remove the cash and put it in 
her grandchildren’s savings accounts, and don’t 
like her choices in some grocery items.

But there’s one thing she and I have in com-
mon — those tissues. In most of  my jackets and 
sport coats, one outside pocket has a gazillion tis-
sues and napkins, usually left-over ones from the 
encounter with my most recent cheeseburger.

Eventually they get used for one thing or 
another, but in pondering them I sense I’m 
turning into, at different times, my father and 
my mother. She’d tell me I could do worse, and 
she’s right. I just don’t like having the residue of  
14 pine trees floating around in my pocket.

When I pass along that information — about 
turning in to my parents — to the two 40-some-
thing people who used to be teenagers who lived 
at my house, I remind them of the inevitable: that 
they will, in time, turn into their mother and me.

I don’t think they’re looking forward to an 
overload of  tissue in their pockets.

Too bad ... and I still don’t know what to do 
with Mama’s purse except leave all that stuff, 
papers included, in it. And it does bring me a 
bit of  comfort to see it and remember her. And, 
Lord knows, we could all use a little bit of  com-
fort these days.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and 
retired long-time managing editor of  the Cha-
tham News/Chatham Record, having written a 
weekly column for more than 30 years. During 
most of  his time with the newspapers, he was 
also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as 
pastor.

VIEWPOINTS

Bill Horner III, Publisher & Editor
Hannah McClellan, Reporter/Web Editor 
D. Lars Dolder, Reporter
Victoria Johnson,  
La Voz de Chatham Reporter
Victor Hensley, Sports Editor
Olivia Rojas, Patsy Montesinos & Max Baker 
News Interns
Kim Hawks, Peyton Sickles & Simon Barbre, 
Staff Photographers

Chatham News + Record
www.chathamnewsrecord.com

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of 
local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to 
refuse letters and other submissions that promote a commercial product, 
contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar 
language. Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual 
claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime 
telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per 
month. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters become 
property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 
27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303 
West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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Those responsible for the killing of 
the innocent

TO THE EDITOR:
One of  the differences between thousands of  

dead Jews in a mass grave and thousands of  dead 
fetuses in a biohazard bag is who’s to blame.

Hitler was to blame for the death of Jews thrown 
into mass graves. The blame for the dead fetuses being 
tossed into bio-hazard bags rest on pointed fingers. 
Some fingers point to men who can’t keep pants zipped 
up. Others point to women who don’t use the word 
“no.” My grandmother had a saying, “Every bucket 
has to set on its own bottom” I understood that to mean 
each person had to face his/her responsibility in a sit-
uation. Until each person, including medical staff, feels 
remorse for their part in the death of aborted babies, 
the biohazard bags will continue to fill with fetuses,

Another difference is the U.S. took action to 
help stop Hitler from filling mass graves with dead 
Jews, but are not taking action to stop the killing 
of  innocent babies.

For as long as I can remember there has been, 
and still are, people in other countries always 
planning ways to kill Americans. One can only 
imagine their glee knowing some Americans have 
joined their cause.

Carol Gene Good
Conover

Complicating voting precincts
TO THE EDITOR:

I recently attended a Zoom meeting of  the Cha-
tham County Board of  Elections. The meeting was 
on the redrawing and combining of  existing voting 
precincts.

I cannot speak for all precincts, but there 
appeared to be little notification to the voters of  
Oakland Precinct. Oakland was split with part of  
the voters sent to vote in Moncure and the others 
to Goldston Precinct. 

The heaviest areas of  population in Oakland are 
five miles or less from the former voting site, the 
tax-payer-funded Asbury Fire Station. It is 13-plus 
miles for some voters to Goldston and eight-plus 
miles for some to vote in Moncure. This decision 
appeared to be made based on what was easiest for 
BOE employees with little if  any regard to voter 
accessibility. 

The last I checked, BOE employees are paid with 
voter, tax-payer dollars. They work for the citizens 
of  Chatham County and that includes Oakland 
Precinct.

I submit that a major decision such as this one 
should be made in the best interest of  voters, not 
what is easiest for BOE employees.

Johnny Shaw
Moncure

‘Help Wanted.’ Not interested. 
All across North Carolina, “Face 

Masks Required” postings on busi-
nesses are being 
replaced by 
“Help Wanted” 
signs. But a re-
cent jobs report 
indicates there 
were more than 
8.1 million un-
filled jobs in the 
U.S. and folks 
aren’t rushing 
to fill them. 

Why? The most common 
answer is that when people can 
get $300 weekly federal unem-
ployment checks on top of  state 
unemployment averaging anoth-
er $216, they have no incentive 
to work. Are there that many 
people who just don’t want to 
work? It goes much deeper.

Let’s do the math. If you are a 
parent with one child in North Car-
olina, you pay an average of $178 
per week for childcare or $324 for 
two kids. The combined federal and 
N.C. average unemployment benefit 
amounts to $516 per week. Deduct 
just the amount of childcare for one 
child and you receive $338 per week. 
Even a job paying $15 per hour for a 
40-hour week nets you just $84 per 
week more than unemployment, 
and that’s before FICA and with-
holding are deducted. Would you 
work 40 hours for essentially $2.10 
per hour? I think not.

So, one solution is we need to 
help provide safe, reasonably 
priced childcare.

Gov. Roy Cooper has reinstated 
a provision that people receiv-
ing NC unemployment benefits 
have to prove they are actively 
seeking a job. N.C. Senators Burr 
and Tillis think we can solve the 
problem by joining other states 
shutting down federal unemploy-
ment benefits due to expire Sept. 
6th. They think that will force 
folks back to work. Our state Sen-
ate just passed a bill to pay un-
employed persons up to $1,500 as 

an incentive to go back to work. 
These approaches might help, but 
don’t get to the real issues.

Let’s look at this from a different 
perspective. Perhaps the problem 
is not that unemployment benefits 
are too high, but that too many 
jobs pay too low. Instead of waiting 
for politicians to raise minimum 
wages that haven’t changed in 
more than a decade, some in lower 
paying jobs are going to force wage 
hikes because they refuse to go 
back to jobs in restaurants, produc-
tion and non-supervisory man-
ufacturing, warehouses and the 
service industry — the jobs most 
unfilled. They have decided it isn’t 
worth it to be harassed and used 
by increasingly angry, demanding 
and sometime abusive customers 
and supervisors. Restaurant serv-
ers and others who count on tips 
are only guaranteed $2.13 an hour, 
an amount that hasn’t changed 
for 30 years. And many of these 
low-wage positions don’t provide 
benefits or a guaranteed schedule 
of weekly hours. 

Even those in higher-paying 
jobs are reexamining their lives. 
Many aren’t eager to return to 
long commutes to a job working 
in a cubicle in a high-rise build-
ing. They have enjoyed renewed 
relationships with their families. 
Even those reporting they worked 
more hours than pre-pandemic 
say they adjusted their schedules 
for a walk with the dog, playing 
with kids, a leisurely lunch or din-

ner and less stress — good things 
which resulted from the past year. 

We have become a country of  
workaholics, striving ever harder 
to climb the ladder to get ahead. 
Samuel Huntington, in his book 
“Who are We? The Challenges to 
America’s National Identity,” says 
Americans “work longer hours, 
have shorter vacations, get less 
in unemployment, disability and 
retirement benefits, and retire 
later than people in comparably 
rich societies.” We proudly boast 
that we never take our full allot-
ment of vacation days. European 
Union countries require at least 20 
non-holiday vacation days every 
year. Maybe these countries can 
teach us something. Our mantra 
has been we live to work. Many 
Europeans work to live, meaning 
they work as much as needed to 
provide the lifestyle they desire. 

North Carolinians are not lazy. 
We’ve always worked hard and 
taken pride in what we do. But 
things have changed. Instead of  
not being willing to work, maybe 
the message being sent is that 
folks aren’t willing to work the 
way things were pre-COVID. 

Tom Campbell is a former 
assistant N.C. State Treasurer 
and was the creator/host of  N.C. 
SPIN, a weekly statewide tele-
vision discussion of  N.C. issues 
that aired on UNC-TV until 2020. 
Contact him at tomcamp@caro-
linabroadcasting.com.

Carolinians remain fiscal conservatives
North Carolinians are 

closely divided when it comes 
to party 
preference. 
Our state has 
long been one 
of  America’s 
key politi-
cal battle-
grounds. 
But when 
it comes to 
managing 
the state’s 
finances, the 

conservatives in charge of  the 
state legislature are in tune 
with prevailing public senti-
ment.

Those are among the find-
ings of  the John Locke Foun-
dation’s most-recent Civitas 
Poll, taken in early May. Asked 
which parties’ candidates 
they will likely support in 
congressional and legislative 
races next year, likely North 
Carolina voters split their 
picks almost evenly, with only 
a narrow, statistically insignif-
icant advantage for the GOP. 
These same voters gave Gov. 

Roy Cooper a 10-point edge in 
job approval (53% to 43%), even 
as they diverged on President 
Joe Biden (49% disapproved, 
48% approved).

When it comes to fiscal mat-
ters, however, North Carolina 
voters exhibit a more-pro-
nounced conservative lean. For 
example, the survey team asked 
respondents the following 
question: “Generally speaking, 
would you say you favor small-
er government with fewer ser-
vices and lower taxes OR larger 
government with higher taxes 
and more services?” Those 
favoring smaller government 
constituted 57% of the sample, 
while advocates of  larger gov-
ernment made up 33%.

Later in the poll, respon-
dents were asked about the 
Taxpayer Bill of  Rights, a 
proposed amendment to North 
Carolina’s constitution that 
would “limit the growth of  
state spending to inflation plus 
population growth, require 
yearly deposits in a savings 
reserve or unfunded-liability 
reserve, return excess revenue 

to taxpayers and submit tax 
increases to a vote of  the peo-
ple.” Only 22% said they were 
against TABOR, with 56% in 
favor and the rest unsure.

I think this amendment is a 
good idea, too. But it’s import-
ant to recognize that the Re-
publican-led General Assembly 
has generally been following 
its provisions anyway, even 
though they are under no legal 
obligation to do so.

That’s not an argument 
against placing a TABOR mea-
sure in the state constitution. 
Future legislatures may not be 
so responsible. They may follow 
the practice of most legislatures 
before 2010 — increasing infla-
tion-adjusted, per-person spend-
ing by a rapid clip, and then 
raising taxes to cover deficits 
during economic downturns.

So why point out that North 
Carolina is already complying 
with the provisions of  TABOR? 
Because it challenges one of  
the arguments that progressive 
critics make against it, that 
keeping annual budget growth 
below a spending cap would 

create fiscal chaos and destroy 
core public services. We know 
it won’t, because it hasn’t.

By no means do the findings 
of this poll, or any other, suggest 
North Carolinians are doctri-
naire when it comes to tax and 
spending questions. They are 
more open to targeted tax incen-
tives for big corporations than 
free-market activists would like. 
And while they endorse fiscal 
conservatism in general, many 
voters would also say they favor 
higher spending on education 
and other programs.

These are not contradictions. 
They are tensions. All of  us — 
even politicians! — are human 
beings. That means that we all 
have goals and desires that can 
be in tension with each other.

Many of  us wish to lose 
weight, for example, and try to 
stick to a diet. Then someone 
offers us a wonderful treat and 
we make an exception “just 
this once” (but not really just 
once). Or we construct a house-
hold budget that, if  strictly 
adhered to, will allow us to 
take a long family vacation, 

buy a new house or increase 
our savings for retirement. 
And then we don’t adhere to it 
as strictly as we planned.

Because all of  us share this 
quirk of  human nature, we 
create institutions to limit the 
potential damage of  yielding 
to “exceptional” temptations. 
In state government, we divide 
power between a House and 
Senate. We give governors a 
veto. We divide executive au-
thority among several office-
holders, including a state audi-
tor to scrutinize the budget. We 
require a vote of  the people to 
issue general-obligation debt.

Most North Carolinians 
favor adding another check 
against excessive spending: 
a Taxpayer Bill of  Rights. 
They’re just being conserva-
tive. Good for them.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member 
and author of  the new novel 
“Mountain Folk,” a historical 
fantasy set during the American 
Revolution (MountainFolk-
Book.com).

Another prize for 
Elizabeth Spencer
Elizabeth Spencer, arguably one of  our country’s great-

est writers, died in December 2019 in Chapel Hill, where 
she had lived since 1986.

Because of  the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we did not do enough to celebrate and 
recognize her contributions.

This month we have another chance 
to remember her. On June 1, her life 
and work were honored by publication 
of  “Elizabeth Spencer: Novels & Sto-
ries” by the Library of  America series. 
Into the 800-plus pages the editors have 
squeezed three novels, 19 stories, and a 
wealth of  reference material.

Spencer was best known for her 1960 novella, “The 
Light in the Piazza.”

“You’d think it was the only thing I’d ever written,” she 
once told me, reflecting her mixed feelings about having 
this one book overshadow some of  her more important 
and better works.

The new volume includes “The Light in the Piazza” and 
a good selection of  her other works.

In “The Light in the Piazza,” an upper-class American 
mother from Winston-Salem visits Italy with her mental-
ly disabled adult daughter.

A charming Italian young man falls in love with the 
daughter, overlooking her mental disability or mistaking 
it for a naïve charm.

The mother’s dilemma is whether to approve and facil-
itate the marriage or disclose her daughter’s condition 
and lose the opportunity for her happiness.

In 1960, I read an early version of  it in “The New York-
er” and was entranced by the story and the connection to 
North Carolina.

Alas, the North Carolina connection was mythical. 
Spencer told me she was really thinking of  Birmingham, 
where she had friends, but changed the city’s name to 
Winston-Salem so her friends in Birmingham would not 
try to see themselves in the story.

The story became the basis for a popular film in 1962. It 
starred Olivia de Havilland, Yvette Mimieux and Rossano 
Brazzi. In 2005, a musical based on the story was staged 
in New York and broadcast on public television.

Before moving to Chapel Hill, Spencer and her hus-
band lived in Italy and Canada. Her roots, however, were 
in her birthplace, Carrollton, Mississippi, and her early 
work reflected the complicated racial caste systems of  the 
South.

The headliner of  the new collection is “The Voice at 
the Back Door,” Spencer’s 1956 novel. Michael Gorra, the 
new volume’s editor, writes that it is “widely considered 
Spencer’s masterpiece.”

Set in rural Mississippi in the early 1950s, complicated 
race relations and violence are at its center. Gorra writes 
that in 1886 there had been a massacre in Spencer’s 
hometown, where more than 20 Black people had been 
shot at the local courthouse. “The bullet holes remained 
visible until the 1990s, and as a child she always wondered 
about them, puzzled that she couldn’t get the grown-ups 
to tell her what had happened.”

Gorra continues, “The novel depicts the everyday 
racism of  white society, ventriloquizing the spitting vehe-
mence of  her characters’ speech. And then Spencer does 
something more: she describes her own rising generation 
as one that in private might almost seem progressive, 
but that in public preached segregation. She names the 
conscious hypocrisy of  the world to which she belonged, 
in which political expediency could excuse anything. 
Some white readers branded her a traitor, and her Van-
derbilt teacher Donald Davidson, a Confederate apologist, 
refused ever to speak to her again.”

The judges for the Pulitzer Prize unanimously recom-
mended “The Voice at the Back Door” for the award in 
fiction. According to the new book’s jacket, the Pulitzer 
board, however, decided to make no award. And that 
decision has never been adequately explained. Perhaps, it 
“was for fear that Spencer’s racial subject matter was too 
incendiary for the national climate at the time.”

Too late for the Pulitzer, but the new volume of  Spen-
cer’s work gives us another chance to rejoice in her 
courage and great stories.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m. 
Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The program 
also airs on the North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. Tues-
days and other times.
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Even those in higher-paying jobs are reexamining 
their lives. Many aren’t eager to return to long 
commutes to a job working in a cubicle in a high-rise 
building. They have enjoyed renewed relationships 
with their families. Even those reporting they 
worked more hours than pre-pandemic say they 
adjusted their schedules for a walk with the dog, 
playing with kids, a leisurely lunch or dinner and less 
stress — good things which resulted from the past 
year. 



making friends and 
adjusting to cultural dif-
ferences in America.

“It’s so much different 
from life in Guatemala,” 
Marroquin Tobar told 
the News + Record last 
December. “The school is 
different. The classes are 
different. … Everything’s 
different, and it’s so hard 
to adjust when the only 
thing you have known 
for years has disap-
peared.”

As it turns out, 
Marroquin Tobar’s 
high school experience 
would be bookended by 
challenges and uncer-
tainty — her class is 
the first to graduate 
following a senior year 
that took place entirely 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Marroquin Tobar and 
her classmates learned 
completely online from 
March 2020 until last 
February, when hybrid 
learning meant students 
could enter the school 
building twice a week 
for in-person learning. 
She returned to in-per-
son classes four times 
a week at the end of  
April, when CCS moved 
high schoolers to Plan 
A. After a challenging 
year of  trying to learn 
remotely, missing inter-
action with friends and 
struggling with isola-
tion, Marroquin Tobar 
was one of  many CCS 
students grateful for the 
opportunity to be back 
in person.

“It wasn’t a bad experi-
ence, because I learned to 
be more responsible,” she 
said of  remote learning. 
“This is a different expe-
rience than what we’ve 
been doing in the last 
couple of  years. It was 
good — it had its silver 
linings, but it was diffi-
cult at the same time.”

Tessa Yell, a graduat-
ing senior at Northwood 
High School, said the best 
part of  her senior year 
was returning to in-per-
son learning.

“I missed getting to be 
with my classmates every 
day and getting to ask 
my teachers questions in 
person, it was just boring 
at home,” Yell said. “So 
it’s been fun the past few 
months actually being in 
school.”

Yell will attend the Uni-
versity of  South Carolina 
next fall, where she’ll be 
a part of  the Internation-
al Business Education 
Alliance, a consortium 
of  four international 
business schools where 
students learn about 
business on four different 
continents.

Like Marroquin Tobar, 
Yell also found bright 
sides in the pandemic 
— less stressful pacing 
online and time to spend 
on more things outside of  
school.

“Being at school takes 
more time, so I’ve been 
able to relax,” she said 
of  the majority of  her 
12th grade year, “but it 
has been a weird, weird 
senior year.”

J-M senior Jennah 
Fadely’s year was also 
out of  the ordinary.

For starters, she 
became a record-hold-
ing state champion for 
swimming in February, 
winning the title in the 
women’s 100 breast-
stroke event with a 
1A/2A state-record time 
of  1:02.11 and placing 
second in the women’s 

200 IM. She also served as 
the editor for the school’s 
yearbook, an honor 
she’d long been striving 
toward.

Still, as was the case 
for many students, her 
senior year was difficult, 
particularly without 
regular interaction with 
classmates and friends.

Fadely opted to remain 
virtual for the remainder 
of  her senior year, as she 
enjoyed doing her work 
at her own pace and felt 
changing routines so 
close to the end of  the 
year might be a chal-
lenge. Still, she missed 
being face-to-face with 
friends. Though she saw 
peers at in-person swim-
ming practices, when 
those ended, the majority 
of  her in-person interac-
tion with classmates did 
too.

“This last year and a 
half  just went by really 
quickly, and I wasn’t 
really expecting it to 
happen this way. You 
know, I always thought, 
I’ll go back to school, I’ll 
see my friends again,” 
said Fadely, who will 
attend Ohio’s Kenyon 

College in the fall. “But 
the last time I’m going to 
see them is graduation, 
which is kind of  scary 
now that it’s here. Be-
cause when I was a fresh-
man, I was like, gradua-
tion is so far away, I have 
so much time and it’s 
here now.”

Marroquin Tobar 
agreed, saying she hopes 

next year’s seniors will 
have a more normal final 
year of  high school, as 
school leaders expect to 
fully reopen in the fall 
due to vaccine availabil-
ity and lower COVID-19 
case counts.

“I know that next year 
is going to be different, 
it’s not gonna be like this 
year, they’re trying to 

go back to normal,” she 
said. 

Then, directly address-
ing rising seniors, she 
said: “Don’t take it for 
granted.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

within the precinct. So that’s 
what we are doing right now 
and that has nothing to really 
do with the census.”

Those changes include:

Splitting the Oakland 
Precinct

The board unanimously voted 
to split the Oakland precinct — 
which currently has 1,002 regis-
tered voters — along U.S. Hwy. 
15-501, with the eastern half of  
Oakland going to Three Rivers 
precinct — which has 1,196 
voters. The eastern half of the 
Oakland precinct will become 
the Moncure precinct, with the 
polling place at Moncure Ele-
mentary School. The western 
half of the Oakland precinct will 
go to the Goldston precinct to 
vote at the Goldston Town Hall, 
according to the board’s drafted 
minutes for its May 18 meeting.

Before this change, residents 
in the Oakland Precinct voted 
at the Pittsboro #3 Fire Station 
on Walter Bright Road. The 
board worked to secure other 
polling locations besides fire 
stations, reasoning that park-
ing is unsatisfactory and poll 
workers can’t set up the night 
before because of  fire trucks 
being unable to be moved out 
of  the voting area in advance.

“We were looking at our 
polling places that we use for 
voting, and we use some fire 
stations, and they were not fea-
sible for us to continue to use,” 
Paschal said, “so we’re moving 
some of  the polling places into 
other buildings.”

Merging Bennett with 
Harpers Crossroads

The board also voted to 
merge the Bennett precinct, 

which has 779 registered 
voters, with Harpers Cross-
roads, which has 759. That 
newly merged precinct will 
be the “Crossroads precinct,” 
and the polling place is set to 
be at the Harpers Crossroads 
Community Center in Bear 
Creek. Bennett residents have 
been voting at the Bennett 
Fire Station, according to the 
meeting minutes. The board 
agreed merging the two loca-
tions would lead to increased 
“safety, security and efficiency 
in the elections process.”

Though the board discussed 
splitting Manns Chapel Pre-
cinct, which has 8,754 registered 
voters, and merging Hadley 
Precinct with Albright Precinct, 
it ultimately decided to wait 
for the June meeting to discuss 
further and make any changes. 

Members discussed split-
ting Manns Chapel precinct at 
Andrew Store Road, with the 
Manns Chapel side using Perry 
Harrison Elementary School 
as its polling place and the 

proposed Briar Chapel precinct 
using Chatham Grover Ele-
mentary School.

However, the board’s discus-
sion on the Hadley and Albright 
precincts complicated this move. 
Together, the two precincts have 
3,351 registered voters, but the 
precincts cover a very large 
geographical area. Because 
of concerns about increased 
driving time to reach polling 
sites, board chairperson Laura 
Heise suggested waiting to make 
a decision until the board had 
voter population numbers for 
the northern tiers of precincts. 

Phillip Gilfus, chairperson of  
the Albright Precinct Democrats, 
told the News + Record in an 
email that the Albright Demo-
cratic Precinct supports merging 
with the Hadley precinct.

“We think it’ll be more 
accessible for all voters, with 
better parking and the covered 
porch. The space also allows 
for us to better communicate 
with voters on Election Days,” 
he said. “We also realize that 

we are a smaller population 
precinct, and it makes sense 
to merge into a larger precinct 
to save the Board money and 
personnel, with more efficient 
use of  poll workers.”

Gilfus said his only personal 
hesitation was finding out new 
census numbers for the pre-
cincts; census data is expected 
to be recived by late summer.

The board agreed to table 
making any changes until it has 
precinct population numbers at 
it June 22 meeting.

“They’re still waiting on 
numbers from the state for us 
to get numbers to tell them 
how many people that would 
put in each one of  those pre-
cincts,” Paschal said.

The proposed changes must 
be approved by the executive 
director of  elections for the 
North Carolina State Board 
of  Elections based on resolu-
tions adopted by the county’s 
board of  elections later this 
month, Paschal told the News 
+ Record.

Changing polling 
locations

Paschal said the board 
will also adopt a resolution 
to change some polling plac-
es at its June meeting. The 
following proposed changes 
were unanimously approved 
with the board’s stated goal of  
increasing “safety, security, ac-
cessibility, parking and space 
efficiency” for voters.

• From Bonlee fire Station to 
the Bonlee Elementary School 
Gym

• From CCCC Pittsboro Cam-
pus to the Chatham County 
Agricultural Center

• From the Earl B. Fitts Com-
munity Center to the National 
Guard Armory in Siler City

• From Carolina Meadows to 
North Chatham Elementary 
School

The board is required to 
advertise these changes in the 
newspaper 45 days prior to the 
primary Election, Paschal said, 
and 30 days prior to individu-
al voters. She said the board 
will likely use these changed 
precincts in the March 2022 
primary; if  Siler City ends up 
having its regularly scheduled 
municipal election (see this 
edition’s story on redistricting 
for more information), the pre-
cinct change for East Siler City 
will be in effect for the Novem-
ber 2021 election, dependent on 
state board approval.

“But I haven’t put this out 
there yet, because I haven’t noti-
fied the voters. We have to have 
this in place by the primary, 
so I haven’t notified the voters 
that that’s going to be their new 
precinct yet,” she said. “... Right 
now it’s still new to us, we’re 
still in that planning process”

Reporter Hannah McClellan 
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@HannerMcClellan.
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Submitted photos

From left to right: Jacquelinne Marroquin Tobar, Tessa Yell and Jennah 
Fadely. All three students will graduate this weekend from Chatham 
schools.

GRADS
Continued from page A1

PRECINCTS
Continued from page A1

CN+R file photo

Pictured here on the first day of early voting in 2020, Chatham residents line up with six 
feet of distance between them to cast their ballots.

Prepare for a workforce career as a 
machinist where jobs are plentiful and 
the pay scale is excellent.

•	Degree,	diploma,	and	certificate	
	 programs	available.

•	Train	in	modern	shop	spaces	equipped	
 with state-of-the-art machinery.

 Apply Today! 

www.cccc.edu/machining

COMPUTER-INTEGRATED 
MACHINING

Contact:
(919) 718-7343│gshearin@cccc.edu



ular 10,000-square-foot restau-
rant and concert venue caved 
under pandemic pressures. 

“We were heartbroken when 
we had to close the Road-
house,” Maria said, “but the 
support we’ve had from the 
community has been phenom-
enal and we’re so excited to get 
back to serving food.”

Many have clamored for the 
couple to relaunch the Road-
house’s model, but The Syca-
more will cater to a different 
market.

“When we had to leave the 
Roadhouse, we wanted to bring 
as much into this new space as 
possible, especially the music,” 
Maria said. “It’s not working 
out that way, though, and I 
think this is a good time to let 
people know that the Road-
house isn’t coming back any 
time soon.”

Instead, The Sycamore tar-
gets patrons seeking upscale 
dining in a more polished 
setting. The intimate space at 
the historic Chatham Mills 
features expert styling from 
Ashlie Campbell and Shana 
O’Leary of  Chatham’s An 
Acquired Style, with whom 
Maria worked closely to refine 
the restaurant’s chic ambiance. 
Warm accents bind the room’s 
theme — from the grand, 
copper-clad bar to bronzed 
chandeliers and the taupe-
backed mural of  resplendent 
peacocks. 

And the food promises to be 
among the Triangle’s best.

“Our food is what’s really 
special,” said Greg, a longtime 
chef  and the menu’s master-
mind. “Our steaks especial-
ly will be some of  the best 
around.”

All of  the restaurant’s beef  
will come from Creekstone 
Farms in Arkansas City, Kan-
sas, one of  the nation’s most 
acclaimed meat suppliers.

“It’s in the top 3% of  all beef  
in the U.S.,” Greg said. “We’re 
going to be the only restaurant 
in the Triangle that will menu 
Creekstone. Some have it on 
the menu as specials, but not 
regularly.”

The Sycamore has been 
complete and poised to open 
for months, but the couple’s 
second business, 39 West 
Catering (named after the 
former Roadhouse’s downtown 
address), prevented it. A sepa-
rate building at Chatham Mills 
has been under renovation to 
support the catering business, 
but its kitchen was not granted 

a certificate of  occupancy until 
last month. Until then, the 
Lewises had been preparing 
meals from The Sycamore’s 
kitchen.

“We were doing all our 
catering out of  the restaurant 
kitchen,” Maria said, “so we 
weren’t allowed to use it for the 
restaurant at the same time.” 

Now that 39 West can operate 
from a dedicated facility, The 
Sycamore is free to open for 
business. On opening night, 
the Lewises expect to enter-

tain about 70 guests, although 
the restaurant can host 150 
or more per evening at full 
bore. Some tables will remain 
unseated to maintain com-
fortable spacing, despite lifted 
restrictions permitting regular 
capacity. 

“We really just want peo-
ple to be able to sit and enjoy 
themselves,” Maria said, “and 
really relax.”

To help with that, The Syca-
more will feature live jazz ev-
ery Thursday and pianists Fri-

day and Saturday — the only 
three days a week at which 
the restaurant will operate. 
Eventually, the Lewises hope 
to add Tuesday and Wednesday 
evening services as normalcy 
resumes.

As of  Tuesday, the restau-
rant was not yet accepting 
reservations.  

“All this building and all 

has been really out of  our 
comfort zone,” Greg said. “But 
now we’re finally coming into 
our comfort zone. Running a 
restaurant — that’s something 
we really know how to do.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

JUNE 10-16, 2021   |   Chatham News + Record   |   A7

violators, Wagner says.
“Our goal here is not 

to go out and write a 
bunch of  tickets because 
I expect that many of  
these people may not 
know that it’s in violation 
of  the law,” he said. “And 
so this is an educational 
campaign. We’re going to 
start doing some inter-
ventions of  traffic stops 
to let owner operators 

know that their exhaust 
system and loud noises 
violates state law. We’re 
going to give them a bro-
chure that outlines the 
statute, educates them on 
what they can do to pre-
vent it, and we’re going to 
create a log.”

State law affords drivers 
30 days to bring their vehi-
cles into compliance after 
police advise them of the 
violation. Siler City police 
will tack on an additional 
15 days of lenience before 
enforcement begins, Wag-

ner says. 
“And so basically, on 

that 46th day,” he said, “if  
we stop the same car again 
with the same violation, 
then at that time we’ll 
issue them a summons.”

It’s unclear what resi-
dents can expect if  they 
must attend court. Fines 
are not explicitly outlined, 
according to Wagner.

“The judge can some-
times waive the fine, or if  
they’re in compliance by 
then, they might dismiss 
it all together,” he said. 

But he expects few 
will have to visit court 
unless they ignore police 
admonition. His depart-
ment will try to ensure 
everyone willing to bring 
their cars into compli-
ance with state law can 
reasonably do so within 
the allotted time period. 

“We’re going to educate 
them on some local repair 
shops in town that could 
possibly do the work for 
them,” he said. “We’re real-
ly trying to make it easy.”

The education before 

enforcement mantra is 
part of  a larger effort 
in Siler City and across 
Chatham County by 
police officers to establish 
improved community 
relations and trust. Wag-
ner is working, he says, 
to overcome a history of  
skepticism among Siler 
City residents.

“It’s all about establish-
ing legitimacy in the com-
munity,” he said. “And 
when you’re able to listen 
to complaints and treat 
people fairly, regardless 

of  enforcement action, or 
what you can or cannot 
do, you will still at least 
establish some type of  
trust because they were 
treated fair and they were 
educated. And that’s 
despite whatever the situ-
ation may be — they may 
not agree with it — but 
at least they were treated 
correctly.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

SYCAMORE
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Sycamore will be open from Thursday through Saturday 
with live music each evening.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Sycamore, Greg and Maria Lewis’ new restaurant at 
Chatham Mills, will offer a distinctly different service than 
the former Pittsboro Roadhouse.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

After almost a year since closing the Pittsboro Roadhouse, 
Greg and Maria Lewis are set to unveil a new restaurant this 
month.

A sneak peak at The Sycamore’s menu
With less than a month to go before opening night, 
Greg Lewis — master chef behind The Sycamore’s 
premier menu — is still tweaking his opening night 
options. But he gave the News + Record a sneak 
peak of what patrons might expect to see on June 
24.
LARGE PLATES
• New York strip steak with fingerlings, salsa verde, 
shishito peppers and bernaise
• Grilled cauliflower with pistachio muhammarah, 
carrot rice, golden raisin and cilantro lime yogurt
• A half chicken with eggplant caponata, ricotta 
and garlic chili oil
SMALL PLATES
• Seafood crudo with aguachile, pickled shallot, 
serrano, cucumber and avocado
• Burrat with grilled bread, romesco and country ham
• Blistered shishito peppers with garlic tahini, 
labneh and espelet
CUTS
• Dry-aged New York 10 oz.
• Ribeye 12 oz.
• Beef tenderloin 8 oz.
• Duck breast

NOISE
Continued from page A1
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SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
FOR BOYS ACADEMY

School of the Arts for Boys Academy (SABA)
empowers and BUILDs culturally and linguistically

diverse boys to be strong, creative academic
scholars, critical thinkers, and community leaders

through a culturally responsive arts-based education.

FREE Public Charter School.  FREE Transportation. 
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OBITUARIES

CHARLENE ANN 
BERNARD WATSON

Charlene Ann Bernard 
Watson, 78, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Thursday, May 27, 
2021, at her home.

The family received friends 
on Tuesday, June 8, 2021, from 
1 to 2 p.m. at Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home. A memorial 
service will follow in the chap-
el with Deacon Bob Bridwell 
officiating. Burial will follow 
at a later date at St. Francis 
of  Assisi Church Cemetery in 
Wakefield, R.I.

She was born in Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, on June 
19, 1942, to the late Charles 
Edward and Claire Cartier 
Bernard. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband of  50 
years, Kenneth R. Watson; sis-
ters, Dorothy Brown, Margorie 
Walsh, Janet O’Connell; and 
one granddaughter. Charlene 
worked for many years at 
Walmart.   

She is survived by her 
daughter, Deanne Robert-
son of  Sanford; son, Dale 
Watson of  Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts; sister, Elaine 
La’Pierre of  Gardner, Mas-
sachusetts; nine grandchil-
dren and four great-grand-
children.  

In lieu of  flowers, please 
consider donations to The 
Dream Factory, 410 W. Chest-
nut Street, Suite 530, Louisville, 
Kentucky 40202.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com .

JASON HARRINGTON JR. 
Jason Harrington Jr., 18, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Friday, June 4, 2021.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

TIMOTHY ALEXANDER 
CURRIE  

Timothy Alexander Currie, 
34, of  Greenboro, passed away 
on Thursday, June 3, 2021, at 
Moses Cone Hospital

The funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, June 
9, 2021, at Unity Powerhouse 
Church, with Pastor Cedric 
Lee officiating. Visitors were 
received for one hour prior to 
the service.    

Tim was born to Rev. Samuel 
Currie and the Late Evangelist 
Brenda Foxx Currie, January 
16, 1987. He was a member of  
Unity Powerhouse Holiness 
Church, and was a graduate of  
Central Carolina Community 
College. Tim was preceded in 
death by his mother, Evan-
gelist Brenda Currie and his 
grandparents, Robert and 
Mary (Lucy) Foxx and Walter 
and Lucille Currie.

He leaves his father and 
stepmother, Rev. Samuel and 
Shannon Currie of  Siler City; 
two sisters, Beverly Foxx-Wil-
liams and Rhonda Currie of  
Greensboro; two brothers, 
Stacy Currie of  Siler City, and 
Lamont Wiley of  Las Vegas, 
N.V.

BRANDON LAVON 
NORRIS I

Brandon Lavon Norris I, 43, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at his 
residence.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

ETHEL GERALDINE 
(MAULDIN) PEAKES

Ethel Geraldine Peakes, 79, 
passed away on Thursday, 
June 3, 2021,at Liberty Com-
mons in Sanford.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

SHERRY HOWARD 
HARRINGTON

Sherry Howard Harrington, 
age 66 of  Broadway, died 
Saturday, June 5, 2021, at her 
home.  

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. 

She was born in Duplin 
County, daughter of  the late 
Charles Edward Howard and 
Grace Costin Moore. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, and her husband, Sion 
Wayne Harrington.  

Surviving are her daugh-
ters, Jennifer Harrington and 
Christina Harrington-Craig 
of  Broadway; sisters, Char-
lotte Johnson of  Jacksonville, 
Kimberly Howard Mercer of  
Warsaw; and brother, Charles 
Howard Jr. of  Clinton.  

Online condolences can be 
made at: www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com .  

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way. 

BRYON KEITH CHILDS
Bryon Keith Childs, 61, of  

Broadway, died Monday, May 
31, 2021, at his home. 

Graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, June 6, 2021, 
at Buffalo Cemetery with 
Rev. Rodrick Hooker officiat-
ing.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Jack Houston 
Childs, sister, Pamela Childs, 
brother, Mark Childs and his 
daughter, Krystal Childs.         

Surviving is his mother, 
Patricia Mills Childs of  Broad-
way, and brother, Gregory E. 
Childs of  Augusta, Georgia.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.  

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way. 

JOAN THOMAS 
(LASSITER) BROOKS

Ms. Joan Thomas Brooks, 
75, of  Siler City, passed away 
on Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at 
Chatham Hospital.

Funeral service was held at 
2 p.m. Monday, June 7, 2021, 
at New England AME Zion 
Church with burial following 
at Lee Memory Garden.

RUDOLPH STONE  
Mr. Rudolph Stone, 84, 

passed away on Monday, May 
31, 2021, at home. 

Funeral service was held at 
12 p.m. Friday, June 4, 2021, at 
the Pittsboro Fairgrounds with 
burial in the Pittsboro Commu-
nity Cemetery.    

CLEM J. WILEY
Clem J. Wiley, 76, of  Siler 

City, passed away at Wesley 
Long Hospital in Greensboro. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
and Son Funeral Home. 

HANS JOSCHIN PESCHEL
Hans Joschim Peschel, 65, of  

Siler City, passed away in Siler 
City. 

Services will be handled 
by Knotts and Son Funeral 
Home. 

GLENN DAVID MCLEAN
Mr. Glenn David McLean, 

74, of  Laurinburg passed away 
on Friday, June 4, 2021, at his 
residence.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

MRS. ELAINE KNIGHT
Mrs. Elaine G. Alston 

Knight, 81, of  Siler City, passed 
away Sunday, June 6, 2021, 
at Universal Healthcare of  
Ramseur. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
and Son Funeral Home.
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HAROLD STINSON MARSH  
On June 2nd, 2021, Harold Stinson 

Marsh, 85, joined our Lord in His 
heavenly home. What a celebration it 
must have been!

Harold was born June 6, 1935, in 
Siler City to Roland Hayes Marsh 
and Janie Estelle Stinson Marsh. 
He was the second of  eight children. 
After high school, he served his 
country in the Navy and then attend-
ed N.C. State University. Though he 
and his father founded Marsh Auto 
Parts, Harold’s chosen career was an 

electrical engineer at IBM in RTP.
The absolute most important thing in his life was his 

relationship with Jesus Christ and sharing the good news of  
salvation with anyone and everyone.

His next priority was his family. Married 56 years to Judy 
Pritchard Marsh, they have three children together: Emily 
Marsh Henderson (and Tim), Laura Marsh Clapp (and Al) 
all of  Siler City, and Paul Harold Marsh (and Cari) of  Kern-
ersville. Harold also leaves a step-daughter, Cathy Smith 
Judge (and Fred) of  Siler City. He will also be sorely missed 
by his grandchildren Jonathan Marsh (and Angel), Sharyn 
Guthrie (and Josh), Jennifer Henderson, Aiden Henderson, 
Ivey C. Morgan (and Tanner), Carson Clapp, Caroline Clapp, 
Julianne Marsh, Eliza Marsh, Nolan Marsh, Chris Bowling 
(and Diana) and Dianna Mangum (and David) as well as 12 
great-grandchildren and a multitude of  nephews and nieces.

Harold’s surviving siblings are Dalton (and Marie) Marsh, 
Charles Marsh, Edd (and Gaylene) Marsh, Anna (and Tom-
my) Emerson, Ruth (and Tony) DiCroce and Becky Pollok. 
He is also survived by his brother-in-law, Don Ludington.

Along with his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his sister, Jean Ludington, sister-in-law, Linda Marsh and 
brother-in-law, Dave Pollok.

Visitation was held Saturday evening from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home. The funeral was held 
on Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Loves Creek Baptist 
Church in Siler City.

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks that you consider a con-
tribution in Harold’s memory to either Loves Creek Baptist 
Church at 1745 E. Eleventh St., Siler City, N.C. 27344 or UNC 
Hospice Home at 100 Roundtree Way,  Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Marsh family.
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com .

MARIAN R. SNIPES   
On June 1, 2021, Marian R. Snipes 

departed this life and entered into 
eternal rest with our heavenly 
father. She was a member of  First 
African Baptist Church in Sharon 
Hill, Pennsylvania.

Regina was born on October 3, 
1956, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
to the late Herbert Lynn Snipes, 
and late Olivia Johnson Snipes. Her 
sister, Elizabeth Snipes Burnette, 
preceded her in death. 

Regina’s sons, Timothy Snipes 
Scott, Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania, Tyler Dione Snipes, Ard-
more, Pennsylvania, and Shiamier Erick Snipes; and one 
grandson, Dione Jonathan Snipes survive her.

Surviving siblings include, Herbert (Winnie) Snipes of  
Whitehall, Pennsylvania, Stephen Snipes of  Elizabeth City, 
N.C., Felicia (Will) Dixon of  Chapel Hill, N.C., Herbert Staten 
of  Waldorf, Maryland, Gregory Staten of  Hampton, Virgin-
ia, Christopher (Betty) Snipes of  Rocky Mount, N.C., and 
Teresa Staten of  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; one brother-in-
law, Jimmy Burnette of  Raleigh, N.C. She also leaves a host 
of  extended family, nieces, nephews, friends and loved ones 
who will truly miss her.

A Celebration of  Life ceremony will be held the first week-
end of  October (her 65th birth date) in North Carolina. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be sent to the National 
Lymphedema Foundation.

JOHN BRUCE ‘J.B.’ BAIRD   

John Bruce “J.B.” Baird, 81, of  
Siler City went to his heavenly home 
on Tuesday, June 1, 2021, surrounded 
by his family.

A native of  Harnett County, 
coming to Siler City in 1957, J.B. 
was the son of  Benjamin Dewey and 
Lossie Williams Baird. J.B. was a 
member of  Moon’s Chapel Baptist 
Church where he was a member 
of  the Senior Adult Sunday School 
Class and previously served as a 
Deacon. He was the owner/operator 

of  Baird Sales for 41 years. J.B. loved listening to bluegrass 
music and Elvis Presley, and anything to do with antique 
or vintage cars. He enjoyed the cruise-ins when he was not 
working or spending time outside camping.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Mary Joyce Culberson Baird; and brother, Henry 
Baird. 

He is survived by his sons, Dr. Bruce Baird and wife 
Sharon of  Kinston, and Ben Baird and wife Sandy of  Bear 
Creek; brothers, Jesse Baird of  Siler City, and Danny Baird 
of  Stedman; grandchildren, Joshua and wife Ruthanne, 
Luke and wife Anna, Ethan, Caleb, Jacob, Phillip, and Han-
nah Baird; and great-granddaughters, Emma and Kinsley 
Baird.

Mr. Baird laid in repose on Thursday, June 3, 2021, from 
1 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North 
Second Avenue, Siler City, N.C. The funeral service was held 
Friday, June 4, 2021, at Moon’s Chapel Baptist Church, with 
Dr. Patrick Fuller officiating. Burial followed in the church 
cemetery. The family received friends after the service in 
the church Fellowship Hall, and other times at the home of  
Ben and Sandy Baird in Bear Creek. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Moon’s 
Chapel Baptist Church, 175 Moon’s Chapel Road, Siler City, 
N.C. 27344. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Baird family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com .

EDWARD DONALD WARD  
Edward Donald Ward, 76, of  New-

port, went to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at Crystal 
Coast Hospice House surrounded by 
family.

His memorial service was held 
at 11 a.m., Friday, June 4, 2021, at 
Munden Funeral Home, officiated 
by Brother Bob Lowrey. Friends are 
welcome to attend the service. For 
those unable to attend, the family 
invites you to view the webcasting of  

the service through his obituary page on Munden Funeral 
Home’s website. The family will receive friends from 10 - 11 
a.m. on Friday, June 4, 2021, at Munden Funeral Home.

He was born on March 4, 1945, to the late Edward The-
odore and Evelyn Seagroves Ward in Durham, N.C. He 
graduated from Broughton High School in Raleigh, class of  
1963. Rosemond Baldree of  Morehead City, became his wife 
on November 11, 1983.

Eddie, as he was known to many, loved to fish, watch NA-
SCAR racing, and help his brother, Dale, with pig cooking 
and fishing tournaments. One of  his favorite things to do 
was to attend bluegrass festivals. He loved his friends and 
family deeply and cherished every moment he spent with 
them.

He is survived by his wife of  37 years, Rosemond Ward; 
two sons, Edward Donald Ward Jr. of  Pittsboro, and Graham 
Marshall Ward and wife Sarah of  Hampstead; one grandson, 
Graham David Ward; two sisters-in-law, Brenda Gillikin and 
husband Dan of  Morehead City, and Ruth Puckett and hus-
band Steve of  Beaufort; two nephews, Tyler Harris of  Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, and Reid Puckett of  Charlotte; and a 
niece, Anderson Puckett of  Beaufort. Eddie is also survived 
by many cousins, especially Mary Lee Cooper and husband, 
Russell Cooper, and also his best friend, George Lott.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by an 
infant sister and his brother, James Dale Ward. He was also 
preceded in death by his loyal dog, Peanut.

The family wishes to thank the staff of  Carteret Health 
Care and the staff of  Crystal Coast Hospice House for taking 
such loving, compassionate care of  Edward in his final days.

In lieu of  flowers, please send memorial donations to 
Crystal Coast Hospice House, P.O. Box 640, Newport, N.C. 
28570 or Take A Kid Fishing Foundation, Attention: Teresa 
Holcombe, P.O. Box 1191, Morehead City, N.C. 28557.

Family and friends are welcome to submit online condo-
lences at www.mundenfuneralhome.net.

Arrangements by Munden Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Morehead City, N.C. 
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Pittsboro Boys & Girls Club to change planned location
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Almost eight months 
after announcing plans to host area 
youth at Pittsboro’s Kiwanis building 
on Credle Street, representatives of  the 
town’s budding Boys & Girls Club say 
the organization is changing tack and 
will likely begin operations at a differ-
ent location.

The new Boys & Girls Club has 
been in development since before the 
pandemic began. Early on, the group’s 
advisory committee established a local 
partnership with Pittsboro’s Kiwanis 
Club and planned to use the latter’s 
downtown location, as previously 
reported by the News + Record. Plans 
were underway to renovate the build-
ing, with Hobbs Architects donating 
much of  the design services, and 
some local construction companies 
volunteering labor. A groundbreaking 
ceremony was held in April.

But those plans are likely to change 
now that a building at George Moses 
Horton Middle School has become 
available. 

“Last fall, we looked at and reviewed 
a lot of  locations, and Horton Middle 
School — as it was called at the time — 
was one of  those,” said Pittsboro Com-
missioner Kyle Shipp, who has spear-
headed the local effort to open a Boys 
& Girls Club. “They didn’t really have a 
good location for us, but they said there 
was another building over there that 

might be available later, like thinking 
about a couple years from now.”

The building, George Moses Horton 
Middle School’s Professional Learning 
Center, has been vacant for much of  
the last year. Before then it was used as 
a training facility for school staff, but 
those functions are moving to a new 
administration building currently un-
der development on Enterprise Drive, 
according to Shipp.

“Dr. Amanda Hartness, (assistant 
superintendant for academic services 
and instructional support) from Cha-
tham County Schools is on our board,” 
he said. “So they started construction 
on the new admin building and she 
said, ‘You know, we primarily use the 
Professional Learning Center during 
the school day. We could probably share 
that building for a year or so until the 
new building is built, and then hopeful-
ly it would be the permanent home of  
the Boys and Girls Club.’”

Operating from the GMH campus 
would save the club vital time and 
resources. Ongoing renovations at Ki-
wanis threatened to force back the Boys 
& Girls Club’s tentative opening.

“We’ve been going through, obvious-
ly, all the renovations with Kiwanis,” 
Shipp said, “and with construction 
pricing and timelines and stuff like that 
it was really starting to have a pretty 
big impact on when we would be able to 
open the club.” 

The new location offers other ad-
vantages as well, including enhanced 

accessibility for GMH students whom 
surveys show are the most likely to join 
the Boys & Girls Club, Shipp said.

“It’s the perfect setup,” said Dan-
iel Simmons, CEO of  the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of  Central Carolina, a 
three-county organization based in 
Sanford, which will oversee Pittsboro’s 
location in addition to its Siler City 
branch and others in Harnett and Lee 
counties. 

“I mean honestly, I just can’t imagine 
a more perfect setup to start a club,” 
he said. “And the thing I keep thinking 
about as it relates to this project is just 
the partnership we have with the school 
systems. Boys & Girls Clubs thrive and 
are at their best when they have strong 
partnerships with local schools, and it’s 
hard to imagine a stronger partnership 
than having a Boys & Girls Club in a 
separate building on the campus of  the 
school.”

The decision to shift gears was strict-
ly based on the GMH building’s ideal fit 
for the Boys & Girls Club’s needs, Shipp 
emphasized. It does not reflect any 
strain in the organization’s relationship 
with Pittsboro’s Kiwanis Club.

“I want to be really clear about that,” 
he said. “Kiwanis is still a partner of  
the Pittsboro Boys & Girls Club, and Ki-
wanis and Boys & Girls Club nationally 
are still partners as well. So nothing 
changes there ... We’re not breaking up 
with Kiwanis, and we’re still looking 
forward to partnering with them.”

On Monday, Shipp and Simmons 

presented a memorandum of  under-
standing to the county’s board of  
education to formalize the partnership 
and officially reserve the Professional 
Learning Center for Boys & Girls Club 
use. The board adopted the MOU by 
unanimous vote.  

Having secured a building that re-
quires little modification makes a sum-
mer opening date seems more realistic, 
Shipp said. The last major inhibitor is 
the Boys & Girls Club’s funding goal. 
Before it can begin operating, the 
club must raise $220,000. So far, it has 
reached about 25% of  the goal — rough-
ly $56,000.

“I think it’s a strong start,” Simmons 
said, “and I think a strong enough start 
to where, hopefully, it’s going to inspire 
other investors in the community to 
step up and make an investment in the 
kids of  Pittsboro. I think having 25% in 
hand is a very strong indication to the 
community that this is something that 
people want, and that it’s something 
that our kids in Pittsboro need. And so 
it’s going to happen.”

To make a donation to the Pittsboro 
Boys & Girls Club, visit https://qrco.de/
PittsboroBGC or send your contribution 
to PO Box 551, Pittsboro, NC 27312. Par-
ents and children interested in joining 
the club are invited to fill out a survey at 
http://qrco.de/PBGCsurvey.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached 
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter @dldolder.

TRADING PLACES

New MOU between CCS and Hispanic Liaison 
will serve Hispanic students, families 

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
Chatham County Board 
of  Education voted 
Monday to approve a 
memorandum of  under-
standing between the 
district and the Hispanic 
Liaison, with the goal of  
helping both organiza-
tions provide more youth 
programs for Hispanic 
students.

The MOU was ap-
proved 4-0 at the board’s 
regular meeting. Board 
member Jane Allen 
Wilson, who also serves 
on the Hispanic Liaison’s 
board, abstained.

The new partnership 
is one of  several efforts 
the district is making to 
provide more services to 
Hispanic/Latinx students 
and families.

“We’re excited about 
this new opportunity 
for us,” said Amanda 
Hartness, CCS’ assis-
tant superintendent of  
academic services and 
instructional support. 
“It’s really similar or 
akin to what we do with 
Communities In School 
of  Chatham. This agree-
ment is designed to assist 
the Hispanic Liaison and 
our district to deliver 
effective youth programs 
for Latinx students.”

Based in Siler City, 
the Hispanic Liaison 

celebrated 26 years of  
service to the community 
last month and opened 
its first satellite office 
in Sanford last week. 
The organization works 
to provide leadership 
development, resources 
and advocacy for Cha-
tham’s growing Hispanic 
population.

One of  the nonprofit’s 
programs is Orgullo 
Latinx Pride (OLP), a 
free, year-round pro-
gram for Latinx High 
School students in Siler 
City meant to increase 
school and community 
engagement and aca-
demic success. While the 
program has been offered 
at Jordan-Matthews 
High School for four 
years, Hartness said the 
district has not been that 
involved — until now. 
With the increased access 
to CCS buildings and 
funding, one of  the goals 
of  the MOU is to increase 
the number of  services 
the Hispanic Liaison can 
provide. The organization 
will expand OLP to one 
other high school next 
fall, to be determined 
later this summer based 
on the number of  English 
Language Learner stu-
dents at Northwood and 
Seaforth High School.

The annual expense for 
the youth services and 
other supports to be of-
fered in schools is $50,000, 
according to the district, 

to be funded for the first 
three years through Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Emergency Education 
Relief  (ESSER) funds.

“We’re super excited 
for this potential part-
nership, just because we 
have been on the ground 
doing this work for four 
years,” said Selina Lopez, 
Youth Program Director 
at the Hispanic Liaison, 
before the board took a 
vote. “As a first genera-
tion Latina immigrant 
myself, this program is 
something really dear 
to my heart because it’s 
something that I wish I 
had growing up.”

There are currently 
30 youths in the pro-
gram, Lopez said, a few 
of  whom were present 
at Monday’s meeting to 
talk about the program’s 
impact on their lives. 

Ashley Elizabeth Perez, 
assistant representative of  
OLP, is a rising senior. She 
first joined OLP her first 
year after a friend told her 
about it. In her first year 
of high school, she and her 
family moved to Siler City 
from Orange County. She 
previously told the News + 
Record how lonely she felt 
after leaving behind all of  
her friends.

“I felt really out of  
place when I moved 
here,” she told the board 
on Monday. “Now that 
I’m in this program, they 
made me realize that I am 

not alone. They deeply 
care about me and sup-
port me and are always 
there for me. I’m just so 
thankful for this opportu-
nity and I hope that in the 
future that the possibility 
of  this partnership will 
also help others (find) a 
new home, a family.”

“Thank you so much. 
Y’all have done a whale 
of  a job,” board mem-
ber David Hamm said. 
“You’re the good stuff 
that’s going on in our 
schools, and we need to 
hear more of  it.”

As part of the part-
nership, the Hispanic 
Liaison will develop and 
operate programs for CCS’ 
Hispanic students, col-
laborate with the district 
to measure outcomes for 
developed programs and 
services, assist in develop-
ing college support for Lat-
inx students and assist the 
district with two strategic 
planning focus groups.

In addition to funds and 
building access, CCS will 
identify a staffer as point-
of-contact to the Hispanic 
Liaison, provide rele-
vant student data (with 
identifiable information 
removed) and share dis-
trict communication for 
the youth programs. 

The agreement covers 
programs and services 
provided between Mon-
day night and June 30, 
2022, and is renewable 
annually thereafter. 

“You all are an inspi-
ration,” board member 
Melissa Hlavac said to 
OLP students. “I have to 
say, I also have a sense 
of  orgullo when I see you 
because I am very similar 
to you all. I didn’t speak 
English until I was five 
years old. I’m first-gener-
ation American and I was 
the first female to go to 
college in my family. And 
watching you all, I feel 
like I’m getting emotional 
like watching what I was 
able to overcome, but it’s 
clear from where you are 

right now that you just 
get up there past your 
own dreams, your own 
expectations. So, well 
done.”

The board approved 
other memorandums on 
Monday, listed below.

Pittsboro Boys & Girls 
Club

The new club is slated 
to open in fall of  2021, 
and was previously set to 
be housed at Pittsboro’s 
Kiwanis Club on Credle 
Street. The club will now 
begin operations at CCS’s 
Horton Professional 
Learning Center, an area 
that was unavailable at 
the time of  previous loca-
tion discussions.

Operating from the 
Horton campus will 
save the club time and 
resources, club officials 
said, particularly as 
ongoing renovations at 
Kiwanis threatened to 
delay the Boys & Girls 
Club’s tentative opening. 
The MOU doesn’t entail 
any additional costs for 
the district. (Read more 
about this agreement in 
this week’s coverage of  
the Boys & Girls Club.)

Siler City Futbol Club

The Siler City Futbol 
Club was approved to use 
the soccer field located at 
Chatham Middle School 
at the board’s April 19 
meeting. At the time, ad-
ministration was directed 
to create a memoran-
dum of  agreement with 
the group, which was 
presented and approved 
Monday. All costs in-
curred to create the MOA 
will be passed to the Siler 
City Futbol Club.

Communities 
In Schools 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 2021-
2022

The district renewed 

its partnership with 
Communities In Schools, 
which began in the 2014-
15 school year, as part of  
its consent agenda.

The program had four 
goals last year: to im-
prove/maintain academ-
ics, improve/maintain 
attendance, improve/
maintain student 
behavior, and decrease 
suspensions. CIS had 
success with each goal 
area, the district said. 
This year CIS will also 
offer summer program-
ming and services to 
high school students at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School.

The 2021-2022 MOU 
with Chatham’s CIS 
calls for $158,000; last 
year’s MOU cost the 
district $103,000. The ad-
ditional funding will go 
toward adding support 
to J-M and providing 
summer services during 
the six weeks of  pro-
gramming. The district 
will use at-risk student 
funds (PRC 069) and 
ESSER funds to help pay 
those costs.

“What an exciting 
night for community 
engagement,” Wilson 
said following a pre-
sentation to add AVID 
programming at George 
Moses Horton Middle 
School. That request was 
approved, with planning 
to start next school year 
and the AVID program 
to start in the 2022-2023 
school year.

“I’m just grateful that 
you’ve all worked so 
diligently for kids like 
that, and are willing 
to put focus here and 
helping this to happen,” 
she said. “It’s been an 
inspiring night, so thank 
you for what you’re 
doing.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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GRADUATES HONORED
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
Kelsey Roper of  Siler City has received 
a Bachelor of  Science Degree  in Com-
merce & Business Administration from 
the University of  Alabama, during the 
spring commencement ceremonies in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

DICKINSON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Sarah Scott of  Bennett, graduated 
from Dickinson State University in the 

spring commencement ceremonies, 
2021, in Dickinson, North Dakota.  

LEBANON VALLEY COLLEGE

Tyler Romel of  Pittsboro graduated 
from Lebanon Valley College in the 
spring ceremonies, 2021, in Annville, 
Pennsylvania. He received a Bachelor 
of  Science in Accounting. 
He was also recognized as a LVC Stu-
dent Athlete.

DEANS LIST 
ANDERSON UNIVERSITY

Bryson Saunders of  Bennett has been 
named to the Dean’s List at Anderson 
University in Anderson, S.C., for the 
spring semester, 2021.

ANDERSON UNIVERSITY

Alyssa Gaines of  Siler City has been 
named to the Dean’s List at Anderson 

University in Anderson, S.C., for the 
spring semester, 2021.

WILLIAM & MARY

Giles Corzine from Pittsboro was 
recently named to the Dean’s List at the 
College of  William & Mary in Williams-
burg, Virginia, for the spring semester, 
2021.

Senate Bill could alleviate 
municipal redistricting troubles

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Municipalities state-
wide may soon find relief  from their 
redistricting woes through a Senate Bill 
that would postpone the 2021 election 
season by several months.

SB722 has already made its way 
across the Senate floor and into the 
House of  Representatives where it’s 
expected to progress with bipartisan 
support, according to election experts.

“Everything I have heard — and it’s al-
ways dangerous and difficult to predict what 
the General Assembly will do — but what 
we have heard is this bill is likely to pass,” 
said Deborah Stagner, an attorney with 
Tharrington Smith, the law firm advising 
Siler City through the redistricting process.

“And so there is likely to be some 
relief  for towns and cities like Siler City 
that use districts,” she told the board of  
commissioners on Monday.

Every 10 years, municipalities, cities and 
states must assess their respective voting 
districts and amend them to uphold the 
“one person, one vote” principle — that 
every resident is entitled to fair and equal 
representation by districts of roughly equal 
population. Districts need not change if the 
population has been largely inert over the 
previous decade, but that scenario is un-
likely for Chatham municipalities, which 
have evolved considerably in recent years.

There are 62 municipalities statewide 
with 2021 elections scheduled that orga-
nize by districts or wards. Of  those, 35 
— including Siler City and Cary (which 
has more than 3,000 Chatham voters) 
— elect town representatives from 
within each district. The other 27 “use 
districts or wards but don’t elect people 
by them,” N.C. State Board of  Elections 
Communication Specialist Noah Grant 
previously told the News + Record. 
“They use them for filing purposes.”

To inform the redistricting process, 
towns rely on census data. Following 
pandemic setbacks, however, the federal 
government has been delayed in deliver-
ing results of  last year’s census, prohib-
iting local and municipal governments 
from redistricting and potentially com-
promising this year’s election season.

If enacted, SB722 will delay elections until 
March 2022 — five months later than usual 
— to accommodate tardy census data, which 
Siler City will likely receive by late summer. 
Commissioners whose seats would normal-
ly be up for election in November will have 
their terms extended accordingly.

“We are expecting to get the first 
census data in August and we hope that 
will stick,” Stagner said. “... The final 
data will come out in September.”

Cities and municipalities would have 
until either Nov. 17 or Dec. 17 to revise 
their districts if necessary, she added. 
Elected officials, such as Siler City’s board 
of commissioners, will have until Nov. 12 
to decide which deadline they can meet. 

“I’m not sure what the reasoning is be-
hind having those two dates,” Stagner said, 
“... It would be a very tight timeline to be fin-
ished by Nov. 17, so I think if this bill passes 
in its current form it would be Dec. 17 as the 
date we’re looking at to finish redistricting.”

Before adoption of  new districts, state 
law requires towns host a public hearing 
to accept resident input on the proposed 
districts. If  SB722 passes in its current 
iteration, the filing period will begin on 
Jan. 3 and the election on March 8.

“If  it does not become law,” Stagner 
said, “then what we have is the current 
law, and in that case I think the town 
is really limited to a couple of  options, 
neither of  which is very good.”

The first would be to pursue local 
legislation permitting an election delay. 

“Although I’m not sure how likely 
that would be to be satisfactory or effec-
tive,” Stagner said.

A second option would be to host 
the election as scheduled, either with 
current districts or having redistrict-
ed based on estimated data. Drawing 
new district lines without census data, 
though, would “be a cumbersome pro-
cess,” according to Stagner. 

“It’s going to take a lot of time and it 
may not be effective for a smaller munici-
pality,” she said. “Whereas if you have an 
estimate that’s a little bit off for a larger 
town or city it wouldn’t necessarily make 
a big difference, for a smaller population 
even a small margin of error in an esti-
mate could really throw you off.”

The commissioners were chagrined 
by the available options, none of  which 
they felt ideally addressed the issue. 

“There are so many questions you 
could ask, who knows where to begin,” 
Commissioner Chip Price said. “It’s just 
this big open-ended thing, and I think 
what probably concerns me the most is, 
yeah, we can go ahead and do something 
and then after the fact it may be wrong ...”  

Stagner agreed, but emphasized that 
General Assembly intervention is the 
fairest adjustment under extenuating 
circumstances.  

“I think our best hope is that the Senate 
Bill passes,” she said, “and that you all will 
have more time and the ability to draw 
those maps and approve new maps, get 
public input, by the middle of December.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached 
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter @dldolder.

2021 ELECTION SEASON

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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CCS BOE approves two new principals, 
COVID-19-relief spending plan 

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO  — The 
Chatham County Board 
of  Education approved 
two new principals at its 
meeting Monday night 
during its closed ses-
sion — Donna Barget at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School and Matthew 
Wilkins at J.S. Waters 
School, a K-8 school in 
Goldston.

Both principals will 
begin their new positions 
on July 1.

Barger, an educator 
for 24 years, was the 
assistant principal at 
Jordan-Matthews for five 
and a half  years. She’s 
served as the interim 
principal since February, 
after the board an-
nounced that then-Princi-
pal Tripp Clayton would 
be the first principal of  
Seaforth High School. 

“Exceptional educa-
tion requires passionate, 
dedicated and committed 
staff who value each indi-
vidual student and teach 
the whole person, not just 
the curriculum,” Barger 
said in a CCS release. 
“We have that at Jor-
dan-Matthews, and I’m 
excited to be part of  the 
Jordan-Matthews school 
community with great 
expectation for the poten-
tial that lays ahead in all 
areas of  the school.”

Barger transitioned 
to interim principal at 
J-M a little more than 
two weeks after students 
returned to in-person 
hybrid learning on Feb. 
1 — the first time many 
stepped inside the build-
ing for a regular school 
day since March 2020.

Wilkins, who has been 
the assistant principal at 
Chatham Central High 
School since Feb. 2019, 
will replace current J.S. 
Waters Principal Chris 
Bowling, who is taking a 
teaching position at Cha-
tham Grove Elementary.

Before moving to 
Chatham Central in 2019, 
Wilkins taught health 
and physical education 
at Perry W. Harrison 
Elementary School for 
several years. He also 
previously taught middle 
school science in another 
school system and grew 
up in the Goldston area.

In the CCS release, 
Wilkins said his educa-
tional philosophy is that 
all students can learn 
and be successful. 

“It is an honor to 
receive the opportunity 
to be the principal of  J.S. 
Waters School,” Wilkins 
said in the release. 
“They’re getting a leader 
who is passionate about 
them, passionate about 
the school community, 
and a leader who is ready 
to serve them to the best 
of  my abilities. Servant 
leadership — I’m there 
to serve them. I’m also a 
transformational leader, 
meaning let’s keep what’s 

working and figure out 
what we might do differ-
ently.”

Approval of COVID-
19-relief funding plan

The board also ap-
proved the district’s 
proposed Elementary & 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief  (ESSER) 
spending plan as present-
ed, granting administra-
tion the ability to move 
forward accordingly.

Chatham County 
Schools submitted its 
application for its second 
and third rounds of  
COVID-19 relief  funds 
— totaling about $17.4 
million — to the state 
May 7, the district said 
during the board’s May 
meeting.

“Previously, we shared 
with you an overview of  
our funds, our allocation 
process that we plan to 
meet,” CCS’s Amanda 
Hartness told the board 
Monday night. “We’re 
happy to tell you that all 
of  our plans have been 
approved at the state and 
federal level.”

Over the course of  the 
pandemic, CCS received 
a total allotment of  about 
$18.8 million as part of  

North Carolina’s Elemen-
tary & Secondary School 
(K-12) Emergency Relief  
Fund (ESSER), to be 
received and spent over 
the next few years. The 
school system received 
nearly $1.4 million last 
year as a part of  the 
CARES Act, and most of  
that funding went toward 
buying things to imple-
ment its COVID-19 safety 
protocol.

As part of  December’s 
federal relief  act (CRR-
SA), CCS was allotted $5.4 
million, with $12 million 
most recently allotted 
through the American 
Rescue Plan Act, passed 
March 11. Both applica-
tions were due May 7 and 
opened during the first 
two weeks of  April.

Twenty percent of  the 
ARP funding must go to-
ward mitigating learning 
loss, the district said, or 
$2.4 million. The re-
maining funding — from 
rounds two and three of  
funding — can be used 
to respond to COVID-19, 
prevent COVID-19 and 
reduce the spread of  the 
virus. The board is using 
funding for four major 
areas: extended learning, 
human capital, health 
and safety and profes-
sional development and 
innovation.

Under the extended 
learning area, money will 
fund summer learning 
programming, technol-
ogy devices for student 
and staff, connectivity 
supports, software 
subscriptions, a virtual 
academy K-12 standalone 
program, additional ESL 
services and more.

The district will use 
funds to add one certified 
instructional position for 
each elementary, middle 

and K-8 school, as well 
as a high school dropout 
prevention position for 
each high school. It’ll 
also hire two additional 
counselors, three social 
workers, two nurses, 
three ESL teachers and 
23 instruction assistants 
to support K-3 learning 
loss and class sizes. 
Funding will also add a 
district translator, a dig-
ital learning instruction 
program facilitator, K-12 
literacy program facil-
itator, equity executive 
director, Virtual Acade-
my positions, behavior 
positions and contracted 
mental health services 
for in-school therapy.

“It’s a nice problem to 
have trying to figure out 
how to spend money,” 
board Chairperson Gary 
Leonard said at the May 
meeting. “I know you’ll 
work with our schools to 
put it to the best benefit 
of  our students.”

Other meeting 
business

• Superintendent Ran-
dy Bridges recognized 
CCS’s Teacher of  the 
Year and Instructional 
Assistant of  the Year: 
Natalie Shaner, 2nd/3rd 
grade teacher at Perry 
Harrison and Larissa 
Dowdy, EC instructional 
assistant at Pittsboro 
Elementary.

• The board approved 
the expansion of  AVID 
(Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination) 
to include George Moses 
Horton Middle School.

Each of  CCS’s tradi-
tional high schools has 
an AVID program, as 
does Chatham Middle 
School and Virginia 
Cross Elementary School.  

The district said schools 
with AVID programs 
have shown improvement 
in student discipline and 
academic progress.  

The school will official-
ly begin planning for the 
program next fall, with 
the goal of  offering it by 
the 2022-23 school year. 
The first year would cost 
the district $4,099, the 
second year $4,000, along 
with an annual $580 cost 
for the AVID Weekly sub-
scription and a one-time 
library fee of  $5,000. The 
district’s AVID funds, 
which come from its at-
risk funds, will support 
the expansion.

• Several memoran-
dums were approved, 
with the Hispanic 
Liaison, Pittsboro Boys 
and Girls Club and Siler 
City Futbol Club. You can 
read more about those in 
this week’s edition about 
the Hispanic Liaison 
and Boys and Girls Club 
MOU’s.

• The board approved 
the district’s mental 
health improvement 
plan as presented. The 
plan follows the General 
Assembly’s passages 
last year of  Session Law 
2020-7, which requires 
local education agencies 
to adopt and implement 
a school-based mental 
health plan that includes 
a mental health training 
program and a suicide 
risk referral protocol. 

The district said Cha-
tham’s improvement plan 
will focus on staff devel-
opment, social-emotional 
learning and mental 
health supports for stu-
dents, a partnership with 
a local mental health 
agency and a suicide 
risk protocol. Prior to 
the law’s ratification, the 
district had pushed for 
increased mental health 
services, as previously 
reported by the News + 
Record.

“Congratulations for 
already having so many 
things in place when 
the state mandate came 
down,” Board member 
Jane Allen Wilson said.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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Courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Matt Wilkins, who will start as principal at J.S. 
Waters School July 1.

Courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Donna Barger, who will start as principal at 
Jordan-Matthews High School July 1, after serving 
in an interim capacity since February.

Chatham County Public 
Libraries to host award-

winning author Don Tate
From Chatham County Government

PITTSBORO — The community is 
invited to join Chatham County Public 
Libraries for a special, virtual Chatham 
250 event to celebrate George Moses 
Horton Day.

On June 28, Don Tate, acclaimed 
author and illustrator of  “Poet: The 
Remarkable Life of  George Moses 
Horton,” will discuss the life of  Cha-
tham County’s Historic Poet Laureate 
and his picture book biography of  
Horton. The free event is a Creative 
Arts activity with the Chatham 250 
Passport Experience and begins at 2 
p.m.

Tate is an award-winning il-
lustrator of  numerous critically 
acclaimed books for children, 
including “No Small Potatoes: 
Junios G. Groves and His King-
dom in Kansas,” “Whoosh! Lonnie 
Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of  

Inventions,” “Hope’s Gift,” “Swish! 
The Slam-Dunking, Alley-Ooping, 
High-Flying Harlem Globetrotters,” 
and many others.

Tate is a founding host of  The 
Brown Bookshelf, a blog dedicated to 
books for African American young 
readers, and he is a member of  the 
#WeNeedDiverseBooks campaign, 
created to address the lack of  diverse, 
non-majority narratives in children’s 
literature. Tate lives in Austin, Texas, 
with his family.

Interested participants must register 
for this event at https://tinyurl.com/
CCPLDonTate. Youth Services staff will 
send an email reminder prior to the 
event.

Residents may visit the libraries’ 
website, www.chathamlibraries.
org, or contact Youth Services at 
919-545-8085 or youth.services@
chathamlibraries.org for more in-
formation.

JOHNSONS CELEBRATE 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

Marion and Marie Johnson cele-
brated their 70th wedding anniversa-
ry at their home on Wednesday, May 
5. 

The couple were married in Chester-
field, S.C., on May 5, 1951. They have 
two daughters, Marcelle Prater and 
Marsha Lewis.  

The Johnsons are members of  Rocky 
River Baptist Church where they sing 
in the choir and both have served as 
Deacons. 
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Chargers’ offense runs dry in three-hit loss to Hench, Panthers
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Sometimes 
body language says it best.

When asked what went 
wrong offensively for his team 
against Orange’s dominant 
pitching in Tuesday’s 9-4 loss, 
Northwood head baseball 
coach David Miller raised his 
shoulders slightly as if  to say 
“What can you do?” before fol-
lowing it up with a response.

“(It was) Hench,” Miller said, 
referring to Orange’s soph-
omore starting pitcher Ryan 
Hench. “He’s really good. I 
think that was only the second 
run he’s given up all year, so 
put a notch in our belt, right?”

In fact, Hench’s lone run 
— scored off an error in the 
infield — was the first scored 

all year when he’s been on the 
mound. And since it was an un-
earned run, Hench maintained 
his perfect 0.00 ERA.

You can’t do much better 
than that.

The first inning for North-
wood was promising, even with 
Hench on the mound.

The Chargers were able to 
reach base on three of  their 
first four plate appearances via 
a leadoff hit-by-pitch, a single 
by sophomore Luke Smith and 
a walk for sophomore Zach 
Barnes.

With the bases loaded and 
just one out, Hench struck out 
junior Nick Lovingood before 
sophomore Nate Ortiz reached 
on an error in the infield, 
scoring a run and keeping the 
bases loaded.

However, the early deficit 

didn’t seem to faze Hench, who 
struck out the final batter of  
the inning and stranded three 
Northwood runners.

Hench didn’t allow a hit 
for the remainder of  his five 
innings on the mound. Aside 
from a couple of  walks and 
another hit-by-pitch — none 
of  which yielded runs for the 
Chargers — he was nearly 
flawless, pitching four score-
less innings and rarely giving 
Northwood a chance.

“He competes,” Miller said. 
“You get him a little riled up 
and he responds. He responded 
very well.”

Hench, who’s capable of  
throwing an 86 mph fastball, is 
arguably the best pitcher in the 
Big 8 Conference this season, 

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The inter-county rivalry 
between the Bears and Knights is fueled 
by a fun, competitive spirit, regardless of  
the sport.

Last Friday’s women’s tennis match be-
tween Chatham Central and Chatham Charter 
was no different. It had it all: furious come-
backs, close matches, lengthy rallies, dominant 
sweeps and overall impressive tennis.

The Bears earned the win in the regu-
lar-season finale, 6-3, to improve to 5-3 as 
a team this season, but not without hav-
ing to fend off the young, hungry Knights 
(5-5) to get there.

While it may have been a glorified 
practice for both teams — who will both 
have players heading to regionals on 
June 18 — the level of  competition shown 
throughout the day had some coaches 
wanting more.

“Oh yeah, I want a rematch,” Kelly 
Eldridge, Chatham Charter’s head tennis 
coach, said. “Just because it was so close and 
I think in another match, it could go another 
way. It was just a great match to watch.”

Eldridge is primarily referring to the fi-
nal match of  the day between each team’s 
top doubles duo, consisting of  Knights 
freshman Elphie Spillman and junior 
Emery Eldridge — Kelly’s daughter — 
against Bears senior tandem Sophie 
Phillips and Mary Grace Murchison.

Entering the match, Phillips and Murchi-
son were protecting a perfect doubles record 
this season (4-0) and standing on a 28-9 
overall record in three seasons. Over the last 
few years, they’ve learned how to work with 
each other’s skillsets, build up a ton of on-
court chemistry and figure out the best ways 
to communicate during points, contributing 
well to their success.

And, most importantly, they’re having a 
great time doing it.

“They have a lot of fun, which can actually 

frustrate me when I’m watching them because 
they’re laughing and having such a good 
time,” Wendy Phillips, the Bears’ assistant 
tennis coach and Sophie’s mother, said. “But I 
think it actually makes them play better.”

“And I think it frustrates the opponents 
when we’re just joking around,” added Sophie.

Take the veteran bond between Phillips 
and Murchison and compare that to the 
duo of  Spillman and Eldridge, who have 
played just eight matches together (3-6) 
yet have had a fair amount of  success in 
developing similar chemistry.

“She’s really good at net and I’m not as 
confident there,” Spillman said, referring 
to Eldridge, “so I love playing with someone 
who likes being at net.”

Eldridge’s play at the net — a dominating 
presence up front — and Spillman’s ability 

to lock down the backside is a prime reason 
why the Knights duo jumped ahead early in 
their match against the Bears.

Spillman/Eldridge took three of  the 
first five games of  the match, leading 3-2 
in their eight-game pro set — meaning 
the first team to win eight games (by two) 
takes the match — but it wouldn’t be long 
before Phillips/Murchison caught up, 
settling in and storming back to take an 
eventual 7-5 lead. All they needed was one 
more game, but it wouldn’t come easy.

“We’ve come back several times before 
and I remember one specific match, in dou-
bles, it was like 2-7 and we won the next how-
ever many games in a row and came back,” 
Spillman said. “So we’re good at not letting 
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Crucial Knights-Cardinals conference game 
suspended by storms headed into extras

BY BRENNAN DOHERTY
News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: The resumption of  the 
Cornerstone-Chatham Charter base-
ball game took place after the News + 
Record’s publication deadline. For an 
updated version of  the story — and the 
game’s final result — visit our website at 
www.chathamnewsrecord.com.

SILER CITY — That pesky Mother 
Nature.

Last Friday, she prevented Chatham 
Charter from hosting conference foe 
Cornerstone Charter Academy. She in-
tervened again Monday evening — just 
as the two teams were set to begin extra 
innings in a crucial late-season game 
with potential postseason implications. 

As things stand, the Knights and 
Cardinals will return to the field on 
Tuesday at 5 p.m., resuming a contest 
that stands at 1-1 at the start of  the 
eighth inning. The bottom of  the sev-
enth had just wrapped up on Monday 
evening — with teams preparing for 
extras — when the sky opened up, caus-

ing heavy rain and lightning that forced 
the game’s suspension.

With the start of  the NCHSAA 
postseason just over a week away (June 
15) there’s much to be sorted out in the 
Central Tar Heel 1A conference, which 
is currently led by Cornerstone (7-0 in 
the conference). However, second-place 
Chatham Charter could force a tie for 
first place in the league if  it manages 
to collect a win over Cornerstone on 
Tuesday.

In such a scenario, both the Cardi-
nals and Knights would hold the same 
conference record (7-1), the same head-
to-head record (1-1) and the same record 
against the rest of  the league (6-0). Per 
NCHSAA rules, each team would be 
named a co-champion of the conference 
— as long as the Knights defeat River 
Mill Academy on Wednesday, a team 
they beat 15-0 in their first matchup.

In that scenario, a one-game playoff 
would take place on Thursday at South-
ern Guilford to determine which squad 
receives the conference’s lone automat-
ic bid to the 1A playoffs, a pandemic-re-
lated change to this year’s postseason. 

The second-place finisher, however, 
will have a strong chance to earn one of  
the West’s four wild-card bids.

Needless to say, there’s a lot riding 
on how the extra innings shake out on 
Tuesday. Monday’s action reflected 
both the quality of  the two teams and 
the importance of  the game. 

Chatham Charter and Cornerstone 
each sent aces to the mound in senior 
Trevor Golden and sophomore Tucker 
Smith, respectively, and neither disap-
pointed. 

Between the two pitchers — both of  
whom threw the full seven innings — 
Monday’s game featured 19 strikeouts 
and only seven hits, quite different 
from the 11-6 affair the teams starred in 
on May 18. There wasn’t a single walk. 

While Cornerstone’s Smith was im-
pressive, Chatham Charter managed to 
grab an early 1-0 lead in the bottom of  
the first because of  a self-inflicted woe 
on part of  the sophomore pitcher.

Following a single, a sacrifice bunt 
and a stolen base, Chatham Charter 

Coach K’s 
retiring. 

I’m not sad.
I’ll go ahead and say it: I’ve 

never liked Coach K.
There 

hasn’t been 
a single mo-
ment in my 
23 years of  
life that I’ve 
felt different-
ly.

As a kid, I 
was fortunate 
to grow up in 
a household 

full of  Tar Heels. 
Our Christmas tree was 

covered in Carolina blue orna-
ments. Woody Durham’s voice 
on the radio was a constant 
presence. Our belongings — 
everything from coasters to 
t-shirts to pillowcases — were 
plastered with the iconic UNC 
logo.

My hero was Roy Williams. 
My idol was Dean Smith.

And, naturally, my enemy 
was Coach K.

As much as I disliked some 
of  the players on his teams 
over the years — I’m looking 
at you, Mason Plumlee — my 
disdain for Coach K was the 
one thing I could always count 
on. He wasn’t going anywhere, 
no matter how many of  his 
minions moved on.

I lived through the years 
of  J.J. Redick being the most 
hated player on planet earth, 
Gerald Henderson intention-
ally breaking Tyler Hans-
brough’s nose and Grayson 
Allen tripping players left and 

END 7TH: CHATHAM CHARTER 1, CORNERSTONE 1

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Charter senior catcher 
Jacob Brannon readies for a pitch on 
his senior night on Monday against 
Cornerstone Charter Academy in 
Siler City. Brannon led his team with 
two hits, including a double.See CONFERENCE, page B4

VICTOR 
HENSLEY
Sports Editor

See COACH, page B2

‘I want a rematch’: Bears sweep doubles matches 
to take down Knights in regular-season finale

CHATHAM CENTRAL 6, CHATHAM CHARTER 3

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Charter junior Emery Eldridge (in white) slices a ball into Chatham 
Central territory in her doubles match alongside freshman Elphie Spillman, 
which they lost, 9-7, last Friday. Eldridge and Spillman have already qualified 
for regionals as singles players after their impressive performances in the 
Central Tar Heel conference tournament on June 1.

See TENNIS, page B2

ORANGE 9, NORTHWOOD 4

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood catcher Luke Smith makes contact on a pitch 
in his team’s 9-4 loss to Orange on Tuesday, June 1. Smith 
finished the day 1-for-2 and was the only Charger to get a 
hit off of Panthers pitcher Ryan Hench. See CHARGERS, page B2
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right. I was constantly in 
awe of  the things Duke 
players attempted — and 
succeeded in — getting 
away with.

And who was behind it 
all? None other than “K” 
himself.

In my early teen years, 
I spent an embarrassing 
number of  hours on 
Facebook getting into 
arguments about why 
Duke was so despicable, 
made countless jokes 
comparing Coach K to 
rodents and enjoyed You-
Tube videos that poked 
uncensored fun at Duke 
Basketball.

I hated Mike Wazowski 
so much, I never even 
learned how to spell his 
name correctly.

This brings me to the 
news that broke the 
sports world last week: 
Coach K plans to retire 
after the 2021-22 season, 
relinquishing the fiery 
throne sitting atop the 
Blue Devils’ basketball 
program after more than 
40 years of  service.

Whoa. I knew this day 
would come eventually, 
but still. Whoa.

It didn’t take long for 
Coach K to come to terms 
with his retirement — at 
an upbeat press confer-
ence that entertaining-
ly featured Cascada’s 
“Everytime We Touch” 
as the intro song — after 
his longtime rival, Roy 
Williams, did the same 
earlier this spring.

The difference is, while 
Williams chose to go 
ahead and step down — 
foregoing a retirement 

tour and paving the way 
for now-UNC head coach 
Hubert Davis assume the 
role — Coach K chose to 
make this season about 
himself. Now, all of  the 
schools he faces this year 
will feel forced to give 
him gifts and tell him 
how much they’ll miss 
him, keeping the spot-
light on him instead of  
his student-athletes.

What a classic Coach K 
move.

Relax, I’m (mostly) 
joking.

If  I wanted to get 
sentimental, I could tell 
the story of  when I heard 
the news and how, for the 
days following, I reflected 
on what it’ll mean for the 
sport of  college basket-
ball, for the ACC and for 
the UNC-Duke rivalry 
— undoubtedly the most 
iconic in all of  American 
sports — to lose a legend, 
one that has built a pro-
gram unlike any other 
and provided some of  
the most entertaining, po-
larizing basketball we’ve 
ever seen.

But that’d be a lie.
In reality, I was 

shocked — as shocked 
as I could be to learn 
that a 74-year-old man 
who’s been at his place of  
employment for 40-plus 
years was retiring — but 
I wasn’t sad or bummed. I 
was relieved.

Maybe I felt a wave 
of  relief  because, for 
the first time in my life, 
there finally might be a 
chance that Duke won’t 
be the powerhouse he’s 
created over the last four 
decades.

Since 1998, the year I 
was born, his Blue Devils 
have earned 665 wins, 

which would rank 40th 
all-time among college 
basketball coaches. And 
that’s only half  of  his 
career.

Since he arrived in 
Durham in 1980, he’s 
racked up 1,097 wins 
(1,170 total if  you include 
his 73 wins from his 
five-year stint at Army), 
the most all-time in the 
NCAA and over 100 more 
than the coach in second 
place (Syracuse’s Jim 
Boeheim, 982).

In the sport where 
winning championships 
is arguably the hardest, 
Coach K led Duke to five 
of  them (second all-time 
to John Wooden’s 10), 
along with 12 Final Four 
appearances, 15 ACC 
Tournament titles and 
12 ACC regular-season 
titles.

As college basketball 
has evolved in recent 
years to a game where 
one-and-done players 
reign supreme, Coach K 
has adapted to become 
one of  the best recruiters 
in the game, helping to 
produce a total of  41 first-
round NBA draft picks 
over the course of  his 
career.

What hurts the most, 
for me anyway, is his 
23-19 record against 
Williams. Many of  those 
wins still pain me to this 
day. (Though he did go 
14-26 against the late, 
great Dean Smith — so 
take that.)

He’s a Hall-of-Famer, a 
three-time Olympic gold 
medal-winning coach and 
— as much as it pains me 
to say it — quite possibly 
the greatest coach in 
NCAA history. You’ve 
got to give credit where 

credit is due, I guess.
It’s safe to say that 

once he retires after this 
upcoming season, the 
UNC-Duke rivalry simply 
won’t be the same.

The look of  defeat on 
Coach K’s face when Car-
olina upsets a top-ranked 
Duke team or stuns the 
“Cameron Crazies” in 
Cameron Indoor Stadi-
um with a last-second 
shot or late-game come-
back is a thing of  pure 
beauty. There’s nothing 
quite like a frustrated 
Coach K.

Now that’s something 
I’ll miss.

Just like there will 
never be another Smith 
or Williams, there could 
never be another Coach 
K.

He’s etched himself  
into North Carolina 
coaching greatness, 
grouped alongside Smith, 
Williams and N.C. State’s 
Jim Valvano as part of  
the Mount Rushmore of  
N.C. college coaches.

No matter how much 
I dislike him, it’s hard to 
argue with his place in 
college basketball histo-
ry. It’s pretty darn close 
to the top.

So for his final season, 
if  you happen to be in 
attendance for a Duke 
game this fall/winter, 
make sure to soak in the 
greatness in front of  you, 
boo him generously and 
cross your fingers that 
you’ll get to see the look 
of  defeat on his face in 
person. 

Trust me. It’s glorious.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

COACH
Continued from page B1

allowing just five hits and 
zero earned runs in 24 
innings pitched. In that 
same time frame, he’s 
racked up 37 strikeouts 
and held his opponents to 
a .063 batting average.

Northwood was only 
able to muster one hit 
against him on June 1, 
an improvement from 
the Chargers’ 10-1 loss 
to Hench and the Pan-
thers on May 7, when he 
allowed zero hits in four 
innings pitched.

“We’ve got to get to 
work,” Miller said after 
the game. “We’ve got to 
do a better job as a coach-
ing staff to get our kids, 
offensively, where they 
need to be.”

While the Chargers 
scored four runs on the 
night, only one of  them 
counted as an RBI — a 
Lovingood bases-load-
ed walk in the seventh 
inning — and none of  
them came from a batter 
driving in a run with a hit 
or sac fly. The other three 
came off of  mistakes 
made by the defense, not 
so much off of  positive 
offensive plays by North-
wood.

In the seventh inning, 
down 9-1 and their chanc-
es of  victory dimming, 
the Chargers brought out 

their rally caps.
For a brief  moment, 

it looked like they had a 
shot.

The half-inning began 
with a single by junior 
Mason Bae off of  Orange 
senior pitcher Pierson 
Kenney for Northwood’s 
second hit of  the game, 
followed by a Smith walk 
to put two runners on 
with no outs.

After a pop-out in the 
following at-bat, Kenney 
walked two more batters 
— Barnes and Lovingood 
— the latter of  which 
came with the bases 
loaded and put another 
run on the board for the 
Chargers. After three 
walks in five batters 
(along with one hit) and 
the bases loaded, Kenney 
was pulled for sophomore 
Joey Pounds.

Despite scoring a run 
and running the pitcher 
out of the game, there was 
still a seven-run gap to 
close for Northwood. There 
was a long road ahead.

Pounds performed well 
as the backup closer, 
striking out the next bat-
ter for the second out be-
fore Chargers sophomore 
Drew Entrekin knocked 
a hard-hit ball to the 
shortstop, who struggled 
to collect the ball in time 
to throw a runner out. 
The error allowed two 
runs to score, making it 
9-4 and giving Northwood 

life with two runners on 
base.

Northwood junior Walk-
er Johnson followed with 
a single to left, loading the 
bases with freshman An-
drew Johnson up to bat.

“We were putting a lit-
tle something together,” 
Miller said. “We needed 
another hit or two, anoth-
er baserunner or two, but 
other than that, we were 
just trying to make them 
nervous.”

Despite being down by 
five runs with the bases 
loaded and two outs, Miller 
called for Johnson to bunt, 
but the decision backfired 
as the runner was thrown 
out at home plate by the 
pitcher, ending the game.

“If  we get it where 
we’re supposed to get 
it, where we practice it, 
we’ve got a really good 
chance of  getting on base 
and getting to the top of  
the order,” Miller said 
about his decision. “If  I 
knew we were going to 
run it into the pitcher, I 
probably wouldn’t have 
called it.”

Defensively, it was a 
rough game for just about 
everyone.

Together, the two 
teams combined for nine 
errors — five by Orange, 
four by Northwood — but 
as a whole, the Panthers’ 
pitching was much more 
sound than the Chargers’, 
which yielded nine runs 

on eight hits and four 
walks.

Chargers freshman 
Josh Frankena (L, 2.0 IP, 
3 H, 2 ER, 3 BB; 1-2 overall 
record) pitched well in his 
third start of  the season. 
But he struggled with his 
control throughout the 
first couple of  innings, 
culminating in a third 
inning where he allowed 
a walk and two hits — a 
single and an RBI double 
— before being pulled by 
Miller for Lovingood, who 
would go on to pitch three 
innings himself.

Frankena, who has 
made the most of  his 
starting opportunities as 
a freshman, is just one 
piece of  Northwood’s 
massive youth move-
ment.

“(Josh) is having to 
learn at a little bit of  
an accelerated rate, but 
all-in-all, he did good 
tonight,” Miller said. 
“He’s coming off of  
two really good outings 
against South Granville 
and Cape Fear, so we just 
wanted to see if  he could 
continue with that. I’m 
not disappointed in his 
outing at all.”

This season, North-
wood’s roster has zero 
seniors, but is packed 
with underclassmen: 
11 freshmen and sopho-
mores.

Though the playoffs 
are out of  reach for the 

Chargers, every game 
is crucial in developing 
some of  the younger 
names — like Frankena 
— and gearing them up 
for the next few years, 
when Northwood will 
likely have a stronger 
team.

There are two games 
left for Northwood on the 
season: Tuesday, June 
8, at East Chapel Hill 
and Wednesday, June 
9, against Northern at 
home.

Miller and his team 
will try to make the most 
of  them.

“Any of  the victories 
that we get or the expe-
riences we get down the 
road here is stuff that we 
can build on next year,” 
Miller said. “So it’s huge, 
whether it’s one good 
inning or a really good 
play for Zach (Barnes) or 
a good inning by Hayden 
Miller, any of  that is 

going to propel you 
forward and help you get 
there a little quicker than 
expected.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

good at not letting that get to us. We’re 
just taking it one point at a time and 
not trying to stress too much about the 
bigger picture.”

Spillman/Eldridge began me-
thodically dissecting the Bears’ duo, 
capitalizing off of  minor mistakes as 
they crept back into it. They would end 
up tying the match at 7-7, but Phillips/
Murchison didn’t let the comeback 
faze them, finishing them off with two 
straight victories to seal the deal and 
improve to a still-perfect 5-0 on the 
season.

“We were over-hitting, we were being 
too aggressive,” Phillips said. “When 
we were down, we just told each other 
to be smart, that we don’t need to hit 
hard or be too powerful.” 

“I think the last two sets, we realized 
we had to get our crap together,” Mur-
chison said with a laugh.

For Phillips, the doubles win was 
a way to get revenge on Spillman, 
who defeated her handily in their 
no. 1 singles match earlier in the 
day.

Spillman hopped out to an early lead, 
but after a couple of  games, Phillips 
began to battle dehydration issues, 
which caused her to feel dizzy and 
struggle with her footwork throughout 
the match.

The Knights freshman eventually 
took a 9-2 advantage in the 10-game pro 
set before Phillips — who had taken 
frequent breaks to hydrate — finally 
started to regain her footing, winning 
three games in a row.

But it was a little too late. Spillman 
would go on to win the following game 
and take the match, 10-5.

Murchison, who Wendy Phillips has 
designated as a “human backboard” for 
the way she can return anything hit to 
her, earned an even larger victory over 
Eldridge in their singles match, 10-3, 
which can be credited to her speed and 
aggressiveness, especially in singles 
play.

The Bears — who had wins from 
Murchison, sophomore Livvy Brooks 
(10-2) and freshman Rachel Albright 
(10-8) — and Knights — wins from 
Spillman, junior Ashlyn Hart (10-6) 
and sophomore Rebecca Brookshire 
(10-3) — split their singles matches, 3-3, 
but it was doubles play where Chatham 

Central truly shined and pulled away 
from their opponent.

In addition to Phillips/Murchison’s 
9-7 win, the duos of  Brooks & Ellie 
Phillips — Sophie’s sister — swept their 
match, 8-0, while the tandem of  Grace 
Jones and Savannah Stillwell won 
theirs, 4-0, after Knights senior McKen-
na Reives had to leave the match in the 
fifth game.

With Friday being Senior Day for 
Chatham Charter, Kelly Eldridge 
chose to play four of  her seniors — 
Lacie Clark, Holly Askins, Lauren 
Scotten and Reives — in the last 
four doubles spots to give them a 
chance to play in their final match as 
Knights.

On June 1, Chatham Charter partic-
ipated in the Central Tar Heel confer-
ence tournament, where Spillman, the 
tournament’s runner-up, and Emery 
Eldridge both qualified as singles in 
the 1A East Regionals in Greenville by 
placing in the top four.

This will be Eldridge’s third trip to 
regionals, but the first for Spillman, 
who’s playing her first season of  high 
school tennis.

“I’m really looking forward to, as a 
freshman, for Elphie to be able to see 

this level of  competition … and I don’t 
think she’s going to be as nervous, she’s 
just like ‘Let’s do it,’” Kelly Eldridge 
said. “And (Emery’s) not as consistent, 
but she’s aggressive. When she’s on, 
she’s just very aggressive … and she 
has this killer instinct. I’m looking 
forward to seeing that.”

As for the Bears, they played the 
first day of  the two-day Yadkin Valley 
conference tournament on Tuesday, 
where their top-two duos — Sophie 
Phillips/Murchison and Ellie Phillips/
Brooks — made it to the semifinals and 
qualified for the 1A West Regionals in 
Elkin.

“(Sophie and Mary Grace) don’t get 
mad at each other, they’ve learned to 
just cheer each other on and play a 
good, mature game of  tennis,” Heath-
er Brooks, Chatham Central’s head 
coach and Livvy’s mom, said. “Livvy 
and Ellie are getting to that point … 
they’ve played really good and I think 
by the time they’re seniors, we might 
see some remarkable things from 
them.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be reached 
at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @Frezeal33.

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

TENNIS
Continued from page B1

It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!
DELIVERY WILL BE:  

Saturday, June 19
•Carthage 1:15-2:00 @ Carthage Farm Supply

•Sanford 3:00-3:45 @ Carolina Town & Country
Wednesday, June 23

•Graham 11:30-12:15 @ Graham Feed 
•Chapel Hill 3:15-4:00 @ Piedmont Feed 

Thursday, June 24
•Pittsboro 8:00-8:45 @ Pittsboro Feed

•Siler City 9:15-10:00 @ Southern States
•Asheboro 10:45-11:30 @ Southern States

To Place an Order Call
Toll Free 1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

 

Saturday, June 19 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

28 County Services Road 
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64) 

Chatham County residents can bring household 
hazardous items such as 

� chemicals � cleaners � solvents � paint  
� pesticides � gasoline � antifreeze � electronics 

For a complete list of items visit www.chathamnc.org/hhw 

Future HHW events 
will be held the third 

Saturday of each 
month, through 

November.  

Household Hazardous  
Waste Events 2021 

No trash or empty containers.  
No business waste. 
No decal required.  

Must show proof of address. 

Questions? Call (919) 542-5516 

(Off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)
936 Kildee Church Rd. • (919) 742-5102

STRAWBERRIES
KILDEE FARM 

Call to check 
availability. 
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Submitted photo

Craig Adams (left), Margaret B. Pollard Middle 
School’s assistant girls basketball coach, presents 
Northwood sports medicine trainer Jackie 
Harpham with a Visa gift card worth $1,000 in the 
Northwood gym last Thursday. Adams and other 
staff pooled the funds together as a thank-you 
to Harpham for being ‘there for all sports’ and 
working long hours to support student-athletes.

Jordan-
Matthews 
senior 
Miller 
Phillips 
(second 
row, 
center) 
signs his 
letter of 
intent to 
attend 
Central 
Carolina 
Community 
College 
(CCCC) 
surrounded 
by his 
family and 
J-M staff 
last week. 
Phillips 
will play 
golf for the 
Cougars at 
CCCC. 

Submitted 
photo

Chatham Happenings 

Northwood 
athletic 
director 
Cameron 
Vernon 
(right) 
presents 
senior Will 
Lake with 
the 2020-21 
Northwood 
Male 
Athlete of 
the Year 
award last 
week. Lake 
was an All-
Conference 
player 
for the 
Chargers’ 
football 
team this 
spring, 
but is also 
known for 
his work 
with the 
men’s 
lacrosse 
team.

Submitted 
photo

Northwood 
athletic 
director 
Cameron 
Vernon 
(left), 
presents 
senior 
Tessa Yell 
with the 
2020-21 
Northwood 
Female 
Athlete of 
the Year 
Award last 
week. Yell 
earned All-
Conference 
honors 
for cross 
country 
this spring 
and is also 
a crucial 
member 
of the 
Chargers’ 
track & 
field team.

Submitted 
photo

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064
CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs
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freshman shortstop Aidan Allred 
reached third base. That’s when Smith 
balked, ushering in the game’s opening 
run in an unconventional fashion.

Unfortunately for Chatham Charter, 
generating offense was much more dif-
ficult the rest of  the night. The Knights 
couldn’t do anything with a two-out 
double by senior catcher Jacob Bran-
non later on in the first, and they put 
together only three hits over the next 
six innings. 

But like the Knights, the visiting Car-
dinals also had a difficult time putting 
the bat on the ball. Golden, going out 
in style on his senior night, recorded 
12 strikeouts and gave up only one run 
over seven innings of  work, lowering 
his earned run average to 1.25.

At one point, Golden struck out 10 
batters in a 16-hitter stretch and didn’t 
allow a baserunner in his final three 
innings. He rarely fell behind in counts, 
located his pitches well and kept most 
balls that were put into play on the 
ground. The lefty’s ability to unpredict-

ably filter back and forth between his 
fastball and breaking ball made him an 
enigma to Cornerstone batters on many 
occasions. 

But the Cardinals pulled even in the 
top of  the fourth as centerfielder Gavin 
Hernandez singled, stole second base 
and scored when third baseman Jake 
Stanfield lined one to center field. 

From that point on, both pitchers 
were locked in. 

Chatham Charter, however, had better 
opportunities down the stretch but 
stranded runners in scoring position in 
both the sixth and seventh frames. In 
the sixth, Knights sophomore Cameron 
Turner reached third with two outs fol-
lowing an error and a second balk from 
Smith, but Brannon flew out to the short-
stop with two outs, ending the inning. 

In the seventh, Chatham Charter 
wasted a pair of  singles to right and 
left field by senior centerfielder Car-
ter Phillips and junior first baseman 
Landon Hussey, respectively. They 
were unable to drive either of  them 
home, forcing extra innings. 

But by that point, the weather inter-
vened, pushing the final outcome of  the 
contest to Tuesday evening.

CONFERENCE
Continued from page B1

This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

This is it, folks. It’s the 
last week of  the regular 
season for high school 
sports — and many of  
these student-athletes’ 
high school careers, with 
almost all of  Chatham’s 
graduations taking place 
this week. It’s also confer-
ence championship week 
for many of  them (track 
& field and women’s 
tennis). This weekend 
is a major bracketing 
weekend for sports like 
baseball, which will 
likely have 1-2 Chatham 
participants, along with 
regionals for individual 
sports, where Chatham is 
sure to be well-represent-
ed, too. If  you’ve missed 
out on action in previous 
weeks, you don’t want to 
miss this one, since high 
school sports will only 
be here for a little while 
longer. But hey, look at 
the bright side: when 
this edition’s published, 
there’s only 53 days until 
fall sports are set to be-
gin! Here are this week’s 
schedules and last week’s 
results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, June 9
Tennis: Chatham Char-

ter women at Central Tar 
Heel Dual Team Finals, 1 
p.m.

Baseball: Chatham 
Charter men at River Mill 
Academy, 4 p.m.

Wrestling: Chatham 
Central men at Southern 
Alamance, 6 p.m.

Baseball: Chatham 
Central men at Asheboro, 
7 p.m.

Baseball: Jordan-Mat-
thews men vs. Providence 
Grove, 7 p.m.

Baseball: Northwood 
men vs. Northern 
Durham, 7 p.m.

Thursday, June 10
Baseball: Chatham 

Central men vs. North 
Moore, 7 p.m.

Friday, June 11
No sporting events 

scheduled.

LAST WEEK

Monday, May 31
No sporting events 

scheduled; exams.

Tuesday, June 1
Tennis: The Jor-

dan-Matthews women 
had one player advance 
to 2A Mideast Regionals, 
Maggie Thornton, after 
winning her first-round 
match, 10-1, in the PAC-7 
Conference Tournament. 
Regionals will be held at 
East Chapel Hill on June 
18-19.

Tennis: The Chatham 
Charter women had two 
players advance to the 1A 
East Regionals after their 
performances at the Cen-
tral Tar Heel Conference 
Tournament: freshman 
Elphie Spillman (run-
ner-up) and junior Emery 
Eldridge. Regionals will 
take place in Greenville 
on June 18-19. 

Tennis: The Northwood 
women defeated the Or-
ange Panthers, 7-2, to im-
prove to 6-1 on the season 
as a team. Winning their 
singles matches were 
junior Evelyn Lippers 
(6-2, 6-1), senior Suzanne 
Earnshaw (6-0, 6-0), ju-
nior Julia Earnshaw (4-6, 
6-2, 0-0 (10-5)), sophomore 
Destyn Rader (6-0, 7-6 
(8-6)) and freshman Ryan 
Tinervin (7-5, 6-1), while 
the duos of  Julia Earn-

shaw & Lippers (8-1) and 
Rader & freshman Evelyn 
Atkins (9-8 (7-5)) won 
their doubles matches.

Track & Field: Jor-
dan-Matthews (host) 
and Chatham Charter 
competed in a meet 
alongside Lee County, 
Southern Lee and Union 
Pines, with the Jets 
finishing in second place 
in the women’s events 
(58 points) and fourth 
place in the men’s events 
(40 points), while the 
Knights placed third in 
the women’s (39 points) 
and fifth in the men’s (12 
points). The only Jet to 
earn a first-place finish 
was senior Eral Jones 
(boys high jump, 6-01.00). 
Winning their respective 
events for the Knights 
were sophomore Tamaya 
Walden (girls 200-meter 
dash, 26.8; girls 400-meter 
dash, 1:04.00) and junior 
Brandon McKoy (boys 
1600-meter run, 4:52.90).

Baseball: The Chatham 
Charter men earned a 5-4 
win over the Southern 
Wake Academy Lions. 
The Knights were down 
3-0 heading into the fifth 
inning, where they scored 
five runs to take a 5-3 lead 
and shut the door on the 
Lions’ chance at an upset 
win. Leading the Knights 
on the evening were 
junior Landon Hussey 
(1-for-3, 2B, R, BB, 2 RBI) 
and senior Trevor Golden 
(1-for-3, 2B, R, BB; 6.2 IP, 5 
H, 4 ER, 2 BB, 11 K).

Wrestling: The Jor-
dan-Matthews men 
defeated the North Moore 
Mustangs, 36-30, but lost 
to the Pinecrest Patriots, 
76-0. 

Baseball: The North-
wood men suffered a 9-4 
home loss to the Orange 
Panthers. Leading the 

Chargers on the night 
were junior Mason Bae 
(1-for-2, HBP) and junior 
Nick Lovingood (0-for-
3, BB, RBI). See game 
report in this week’s 
edition.

Baseball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews men lost 
a home game to the 
Wheatmore Warriors, 4-2. 
Leading the Jets on the 
night were senior Huston 
Causey (1-for-3; 5.0 IP, 
2 H, 0 ER, BB, 3 K) and 
freshman Ian McMillan 
(0-for-2, 2 RBI; 2.0 IP, 4 H, 2 
ER, 0 BB, K).

Wednesday, June 2
No sporting events 

scheduled; exams.

Thursday, June 3
No sporting events 

scheduled, exams.

Friday, June 4
Tennis: The Chatham 

Central women defeated 
the Chatham Charter 
Knights, 6-3, in each 
team’s final regular-sea-
son matchup. Winning 
their singles matches for 
the Bears were senior 
Mary Grace Murchison 
(10-3), sophomore Livvy 
Brooks (10-2) and fresh-
man Rachel Albright 
(10-8), along with dou-
bles wins from seniors 
Sophie Phillips & Mur-
chison (9-7), sophomores 
Ellie Phillips & Brooks 
(8-0) and Grace Jones & 
Savannah Stillwell (4-0). 
Winning their singles 
matches for the Knights 
were freshman Elphie 
Spillman (10-5), Ashlyn 
Hart (10-6) and sopho-

more Rebecca Brookshire 
(10-3). See match report 
in this week’s edition.

Baseball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews men 
earned an extra-inning 
win over the Wheatmore 
Warriors, 8-6, to improve 
to 6-6 on the season. The 
Jets scored two runs 
in the top of  the eighth 
inning — after giving 
up two in the bottom of  
the seventh to tie it — to 
seal the victory. Leading 
the Jets on the night 
were sophomore Conner 
Martin (2-for-4, RBI; 5.0 
IP, 7 H, ER, K) and senior 
Cody Spohn (0-for-3, 2 
RBI).

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

WWW.CHATHAMNEWSRECORD.COM

You found 
the answer!

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call 
the COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts 
on the voicemail. 
May’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 
7/1/2021. The June winner will be announced in an July issue of 
the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per week. 
Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

A: 2020.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Here are Chatham County’s 2020-21 all-conference athletes so far
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

A number of  Chatham 
County athletes have been 
selected to 2020-21 all-con-
ference teams in basket-
ball, cross country, foot-
ball, golf, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, swimming, tennis 
and volleyball.

The Central Tar Heel 
1A, Yadkin Valley 1A, 
PAC 7 2A and Big Eight 
3A conferences have 
announced their all-con-
ference teams for nearly 
all of  the 2020-21 school 
year’s sports — baseball, 
track & field, women’s 
tennis and wrestling still 
to come — with more than 
120 Chatham student-ath-
letes recognized for their 
accomplishments in 
their respective sports. In 
addition, 12 coaches were 
named Coach of the Year 
and 13 student-athletes 
were named Player of  the 
Year for their respective 
conference.

The athletes and coaches 
that earned all-conference 
honors so far are as follows.

Volleyball
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Morgan Lineberry, 

Senior, Chatham Charter
• Breanna Spinks, Se-

nior, Chatham Charter
• Lexi Smollen, Fresh-

man, Woods Charter
• Emi Hutter-DeMarco, 

Junior, Woods Charter
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Tanner Little, Senior, 

Chatham Central
• Savannah Stillwell, 

Senior, Chatham Central
Big Eight 3A
• Hannah Forbes, Ju-

nior, Northwood
• Asia Thigpen, Fresh-

man, Northwood
Honorable Mentions: Ken-

nedy Cox, Senior, North-
wood; Ainsley Fauth, 
Junior, Northwood

Men’s Cross Country
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Brandon McKoy, Ju-

nior, Chatham Charter
• Caleb Kolb, Junior, 

Chatham Charter
• Wiley Sikes, Sopho-

more, Woods Charter
• Primo Costa, Senior, 

Woods Charter
Runner of the Year: 

Brandon McKoy, Junior, 
Chatham Charter

Coach of the Year: Gary 
Oakley, Chatham Charter

Yadkin Valley 1A
• Parker Crowley, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
• Seth Gilliland, Fresh-

man, Chatham Central
PAC 7 2A
• Robert Train, Senior, 

Jordan-Matthews
Runner of the Year: 

Robert Train, Senior, 
Jordan-Matthews

Big Eight 3A
• Malachi Levy, Senior, 

Northwood
• Colin Henry, Junior, 

Northwood
• Christian Glick, Soph-

omore, Northwood
Coach of the Year: Camer-

on Isenhour, Northwood

Women’s Cross 
Country

Central Tar Heel 1A
• Ellie Poitras, Fresh-

man, Woods Charter
• Ember Penney, Se-

nior, Woods Charter
• Maddie Sparrow, Soph-

omore, Woods Charter
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Kailey Green, Sopho-

more, Chatham Central
Big Eight 3A
• Caroline Murrell, 

Junior, Northwood
• Tessa Yell, Senior, 

Northwood

Men’s Basketball
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Trevor Golden, Se-

nior, Chatham Charter
• Adam Harvey, Sopho-

more, Chatham Charter
• Nate Crump, Junior, 

Woods Charter
Player of the Year: Adam 

Harvey, Sophomore, Cha-
tham Charter

Coach of the Year: Jason 
Messier, Chatham Charter

Yadkin Valley 1A
• Michael Moore, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
• Jayden Gilliland, Se-

nior, Chatham Central

• Preston Cox, Senior, 
Chatham Central

PAC 7 2A
• Jayden Davis, Senior, 

Jordan-Matthews
Big Eight 3A
• Jarin Stevenson, 

Freshman, Northwood
• Drake Powell, Fresh-

man, Northwood
Sportsmanship Award: 

Northwood Chargers

Women’s Basketball
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Alexis Baldwin, Ju-

nior, Chatham Charter
• Morgan Lineberry, 

Senior, Chatham Charter
• Rebecca McGaughnea, 

Senior, Chatham Charter
• Tamaya Walden, Soph-

omore, Chatham Charter
Coach of the Year: Jeff Pat-

terson, Chatham Charter
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Mary Grace Murchison, 

Senior, Chatham Central
• Danielle Vaughn, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
PAC 7 2A
• Jasmine Scotten, Se-

nior, Jordan-Matthews
• Ellia Wright, Junior, 

Jordan-Matthews
Big Eight 3A
• Te’Keyah Bland, 

Sophomore, Northwood
• McKenna Snively, 

Junior, Northwood
• Skylar Adams, Fresh-

man, Northwood 
Coach of the Year: Cam-

eron Vernon, Northwood

Swimming
PAC 7 2A
Women’s 200 I.M. - 

Jennah Fadely, Senior, 
Jordan-Matthews

Women’s 100 Backstroke 
- Ainsley Canipe, Sopho-
more, Jordan-Matthews

Women’s 100 Breast-
stroke - Jennah Fadely, 
Senior, Jordan-Matthews

Men’s Soccer
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Justin Galiger, Senior, 

Woods Charter
• Elijah Heatherington, 

Senior, Woods Charter
• Kyle Howarth, Senior, 

Woods Charter
• Coyt Neagle, Sopho-

more, Woods Charter
• Marky Noronha, Se-

nior, Woods Charter
Goalkeeper of the Year: 

Coyt Neagle, Sophomore, 
Woods Charter

Co-Coach of the Year: 
Graeme Stewart, Woods 
Charter

Honorable Mention: 
Caleb Jackson, Junior, 
Woods Charter

PAC 7 2A
• Franco Basurto, Se-

nior, Jordan-Matthews
• Alfredo Hernandez, 

Senior, Jordan-Matthews
• Brian Hernandez, 

Junior, Jordan-Matthews
• Cristian Cruz, Junior, 

Jordan-Matthews
• Cristian Escobedo, 

Senior, Jordan-Matthews
Offensive Player of the 

Year: Alexis Ibarra, Ju-
nior, Jordan-Matthews

Coach of the Year: Paul 
Cuadros, Jordan-Matthews

Big Eight 3A
• Michael Waudby, 

Senior, Northwood
• Gino Valenti, Sopho-

more, Northwood
• Walker Johnson, 

Junior, Northwood
• Aiden Bungay, Senior, 

Northwood
• Rafael Mantovani Ro-

cha, Senior, Northwood
Honorable Mentions: 

Adam Beaulieu, Junior, 
Northwood; Marek Beau-
lieu, Junior, Northwood

Men’s Lacrosse
Big Eight 3A
• Kade Little, Senior, 

Northwood
• Jake Mann, Senior, 

Northwood
• Hunter Klingel, Se-

nior, Northwood
• Terry Moore, Senior, 

Northwood
• Troy Arnold, Senior, 

Northwood
Goalie of the Year: 

Hunter Klingel, Senior, 
Northwood

Honorable Mentions: 
Henry Sapienza, Senior, 
Northwood; Pierce Cook, 
Junior, Northwood

Women’s Lacrosse
Big Eight 3A
• Kendall Laberge, 

Junior, Northwood
• K.J. Hill, Senior, 

Northwood
Coach of the Year: Larry 

Fritsche, Northwood
Honorable Mentions: Sophia 

Creameans, Sophomore, 
Northwood; Mia Collins, 
Sophomore, Northwood

Football
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Parker Crowley, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
• Wesley Buie, Senior, 

Chatham Central
Offensive Player of the 

Year: Michael Moore, Se-
nior, Chatham Central

PAC 7 2A
• Eral Jones, Senior, 

Jordan-Matthews
• Jacquez Thompson, 

Senior, Jordan-Matthews
• Calvin Schwartz, Ju-

nior, Jordan-Matthews
Big Eight 3A
• Aidan Laros, Senior, 

Northwood
• Cam Entrekin, Senior, 

Northwood
• Robbie Delgado, Ju-

nior, Northwood
• Christopher Poston, 

Senior, Northwood
• Michael Anthony, 

Senior, Northwood
• Kentrell Edwards, 

Senior, Northwood
• Jack Vail, Junior, 

Northwood
• Jake Mann, Senior, 

Northwood
• Will Lake, Senior, 

Northwood
• Max Carr, Junior, 

Northwood
Punter of the Year: Aidan 

Laros, Senior, Northwood
Honorable Mentions: 

George Gilson, Junior, 
Northwood; Hue Jacobs, 
Senior, Northwood

Men’s Golf
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Seph Trageser, Fresh-

man, Chatham Charter
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Preston Cox, Senior, 

Chatham Central
• Chandler Wilkes, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
PAC 7 2A
• Noah Snyder, Sopho-

more, Jordan-Matthews
• Miller Phillips, Senior, 

Jordan-Matthews
Big Eight 3A
• Jake Conklin, Junior, 

Northwood
Player of the Year: Jake 

Conklin, Junior, Northwood

Women’s Golf
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Mackenzie Crossman, 

Freshman, Chatham 
Charter

• Elise Teddy Taylor, 
Freshman, Woods Charter

• Sophie Taylor, Junior, 
Woods Charter

Player of the Year: Mack-
enzie Crossman, Fresh-
man, Chatham Charter

Sportsmanship Award: 
Woods Charter Wolves

Yadkin Valley 1A
• Gillian Kitchings, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
Big Eight 3A
• Lily Jordan, Sopho-

more, Northwood
• Lindsey Vickers, 

Junior, Northwood
• Amelia Spell, Junior, 

Northwood
Co-Player of the Year: 

Lily Jordan, Sophomore, 
Northwood

Co-Coach of the Year: 
Jason Amy, Northwood

Men’s Tennis
Central Tar Heel 1A
Honorable Mention: Silas 

Christenbury, Sopho-
more, Chatham Charter

Yadkin Valley 1A
• Caleb Webster, Senior, 

Chatham Central
• Colby Williamson, 

Junior, Chatham Central
• Jacob Gilliland, Fresh-

man, Chatham Central
• Preston Cox, Senior, 

Chatham Central
Player of the Year: 

Jayden Gilliland, Senior, 
Chatham Central

Coach of the Year: 
Heather Brooks, Cha-
tham Central

PAC 7 2A

• Buck Thornton, Soph-
omore, Jordan-Matthews

• Christian Campechano, 
Senior, Jordan-Matthews

• Kevin Hernandez, 
Senior, Jordan-Matthews

Coach of the Year: Nia 
Marsh-Pope, Jordan-Mat-
thews

Big Eight 3A
• Jio Sumogod, Sopho-

more, Northwood
• Scott Gilliam, Senior, 

Northwood
Honorable Mention: Drew 

Sipe, Senior, Northwood

Women’s Soccer
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Eloise MacLean, Se-

nior, Woods Charter
• Leyla Noronha, Fresh-

man, Woods Charter
• Chloe Richard, Sopho-

more, Woods Charter
• Samana Young, Se-

nior, Woods Charter
Coach of the Year: 

Graeme Stewart, Woods 
Charter

Honorable Mentions: Grace 
Costa, Sophomore, Woods 
Charter; Gracie Durham, 
Senior, Woods Charter

PAC 7 2A
• Estefani De Paz 

Rodriguez, Sophomore, 
Jordan-Matthews

• Michelle Parroquin 
Vallejo, Sophomore, Jor-
dan-Matthews

• Jennifer Parroquin 
Vallejo, Senior, Jor-
dan-Matthews

• Ashley Ruiz, Senior, 
Jordan-Matthews

• Litzy Flores Martinez, 
Senior, Jordan-Matthews

• Dani Guerrero Jaimes, 
Senior, Jordan-Matthews

Big Eight 3A
• Sydney Cox, Sopho-

more, Northwood

• Ava Arias, Freshman, 
Northwood

• Imagene Cook, Senior, 
Northwood

Honorable Mentions: Sar-
ah Emrich, Sophomore, 
Northwood; Sydney Ar-
nott, Junior, Northwood

Softball
Central Tar Heel 1A
• Sydney Bowman, Se-

nior, Chatham Charter
• Morgan Lineberry, 

Senior, Chatham Charter
• Taylor Jones, Junior, 

Chatham Charter
Yadkin Valley 1A
• Mary Gaines, Sopho-

more, Chatham Central
• Mary Grace Murchison, 

Senior, Chatham Central
• Lindsay Polston, Se-

nior, Chatham Central
Pitcher of the Year: Mary 

Gaines, Sophomore, Cha-
tham Central

Co-Coach of the Year: Jerry 
Polston, Chatham Central

PAC 7 2A
• Logan Gunter, Fresh-

man, Jordan-Matthews
Big Eight 3A
• Erika Seils, Senior, 

Northwood
• Caroline Dorshimer, 

Senior, Northwood
• Zoe Hatzidakis, Soph-

omore, Northwood
• Susanna Lee, Sopho-

more, Northwood
• Carlee Harris, Sopho-

more, Northwood
Honorable Mentions: 

Callen Perchinsky, Fresh-
man, Northwood; Sarah 
Warfford, Freshman, 
Northwood

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

2020-21 ALL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central sophomore starting pitcher 
Mary Gaines (14) — who was named the Yadkin 
Valley Conference Pitcher of the Year after the 
season — winds up to pitch in her team’s 14-1 
win over Jordan-Matthews on Thursday, April 
22. Gaines allowed just two hits and one run, 
collecting 11 strikeouts in five innings in one of 
the best outings of her young career.

Submitted photo

Chatham Charter’s major award winners in 
basketball (from left to right: Jeff Patterson, 
sophomore Adam Harvey, Jason Messier) pose 
near the gym with their plaques in March. 
Patterson (women’s) and Messier (men’s) were 
named Central Tar Heel Conference Coaches of 
the Year, while Harvey was recognized as the 
Central Tar Heel Conference Player of the Year.

Submitted photo

Northwood sophomore Lily Jordan, who earned 
the Big Eight Player of the Year award this 
season, poses with her plaque after the Chargers 
won the Big Eight conference golf tournament on 
April 26. Chargers’ head coach Jason Amy was 
also named Big Eight Coach of the Year. Jordan 
went on to tie for third place (84, +12) in the 
NCHSAA 3A Women’s Golf State Championships 
in West End on May 11.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Jordan-Matthews’ star senior running back 
Jacquez Thompson (21) runs a 31-yard touchdown 
into the end zone in his team’s loss to Randleman 
on March 12, but it would be called back for 
holding on the Jets. Thompson and junior Calvin 
Schwartz (23) both earned All-Conference honors 
in the PAC-7 conference for their play on defense 
this season.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

The six Woods Charter seniors (from left to right: Nicholas Mann, Kyle 
Howarth, Marky Noronha, Justin Galiger, Eli Terrell, Elijah Heatherington) 
pose together during senior night celebrations on March 10. Four of the six 
seniors (Howarth, Noronha, Galiger, Heatherington) were selected to the 
2020-21 Central Tar Heel Men’s Soccer All-Conference team.
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CHATHAM COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On May 25, Brittany Ashley James, 32, 
of  10219 Governors Drive, Chapel Hill, 
was arrested by Sgt. Amy Marris for 
intentional child abuse inflicting seri-
ous physical injury and negligent child 
abuse inflicting serious physical injury. 
She was issued a written promise to ap-
pear in Chatham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on June 7.

On May 25, Judah James, 32, of  10219 
Governors Drive, Chapel Hill, was 
arrested by Deputy Devin Smith for 
intentional child abuse inflicting seri-
ous physical injury and negligent child 
abuse inflicting serious physical injury. 
He was issued a written promise to ap-
pear in Chatham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on June 7.

On May 26, Jessica Mae Derrick, 38, of  
2261 Edwards Hill Church Road, Bear 
Creek, was arrested by Deputy Olivia 
Sturdivant for failure to appear. She was 
issued an $8,000 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Cumberland Coun-
ty District Court in Fayetteville on May 28.

On May 26, Latisha Nicole Minter, 49, 
of  245 Pinecrest Drive, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Jonas Lassiter by 
warrant service for another jurisdic-
tion. She was issued a $300 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on July 13.

On May 26, Rickey Leigh Lawson, 41, 
of  130 Doggone Road, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Jonas Lassiter for 
assault by strangulation.  Lawson was 
issued a written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 9.

On May 26, Yasmine Emone Newby, 22, 
of  1221 West Eleventh Street, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy Daniel Ortega 
for failure to appear on a charge of  ha-
rassing phone call. Newby was issued 
a $100 secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on July 13.

On May 27, Benjamin Henry Buckner, 
49, of  1249 Perry Graveyard Road, Siler 
City, was arrested by Deputy Jonas 

Lassiter for assault by strangulation, 
assault with a deadly weapon, second 
degree kidnapping, assault on a female 
and communicating threats. Buckner 
was held on a domestic violence hold 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
June 7.

On May 27, Naim Amar Solomon, 23, of  
2238 Kirkwood Street, High Point, was 
arrested by Deputy Olivia Sturdivant 
for domestic violence protection order 
violations. Solomon was held on a do-
mestic violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on June 9.

On May 27, Taylor Jordan Dowd, 25, of  
1103 Seventh Place, Phoenix City, Ala-
bama, was arrested by Deputy Phillip 
Hanson for failure to appear on charges 
of  expired/no inspection and failure to 
report an accident, and driving left of  
center and expired registration card/
tag. Dowd was issued a $2,000 secured 
bond and is a scheduled to appear in 
Randolph County District County in 
Asheboro on July 21.
On May 27, Taylor Jordan Dowd, 25, 
of  1103 Seventh Place, Phoenix City, 
Alabama, was arrested by Deputy 
Phillip Hanson for possession of  
methamphetamine and possession of  
drug paraphernalia. Dowd was issued a 
$2,500 secured bond and is a scheduled 
to appear in Carteret County District 
County in Beaufort on June 1.

On May 29, Candace Cheerice Marsh, 
36, of  4215 Queen Victoria Place, 
Greensboro, was arrested by Corporal 
Michael Cox for injury to real property. 
She was issued a written promise to ap-
pear in Chatham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on July 28.

On May 30, Andrew Raul Perez, 36, of  
2605 Old Mill Farm Road, Franklinton, 
was arrested by Deputy Reggie Griffin 
for assault on a female. He was held on 
a 48-hour domestic violence hold and is 
scheduled to appear in Chatham Coun-
ty District Court in Pittsboro on June 9.

On May 31, Roland Vance Ellis, Sr., 54, 
of  12037 N.C. Hwy 902, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Johnny Griffin for 
assault on a female, assault by pointing 
a gun and communicating threats. He 

was held on a 48-hour domestic vio-
lence hold and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 9.

On June 1, Felecia Revonda Little, 52, 
of  803 Pebblestone Drive, Durham was 
arrested by Deputy Brandal Har-
rington for embezzlement.  She was 
issued a written promise to appear in 
Wake County District Court in Raleigh 
on June 4.

On June 1, Jessica Mae Derrick, 38, of  
2261 Edwards Hill Church Road, Bear 
Creek, was arrested by Deputy Jona-
than Frazier for non-physical resist, de-
lay, obstruct. She was issued a written 
promise to appear in Randolph County 
District Court on June 28.

On June 2, Jamal Lynn Walden, 34, of  
165 Old Walden Road, Siler City, was ar-
rested by Deputy Alex Lukasewycz for 
assault on a female and communicating 
threats. He was held on a 48-hour do-
mestic violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court on June 4.

On June 2, Elizabeth Kouba Thorn, 65, 
of  139 Prestonwood Drive, Pittsboro, 
was arrested by Sergeant Chris Burger 
for simple assault.  She was held on a 
48-hour domestic violence hold and is 
scheduled to appear in Chatham Coun-
ty District Court in Pittsboro on June 9.

On June 3, Harold Nathaniel Smith 
Jr., 38, of  400 Brittany Lane, Chapel 
Hill, was arrested by Deputy Matthew 
Mitchell for assault on a female and 
interfering with emergency communi-
cations. He was held on a 48-hour do-
mestic violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on June 9.

On June 3, Dujuan Rashad Hood, 40, 
of  4836 Mann’s Chapel Road, Unit B, 
Chapel Hill, was arrested by Deputy 
Matthew Mitchell for assault on a 
female, assault inflicting serious injury, 
and injury to personal property. He 
was held on a 48-hour domestic vio-
lence hold and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 9.

On June 4, Michael Antonio Baldwin, 

36, of  219 S 10th Avenue Apt. A3, Siler 
City, was arrested by Deputy Jonathan 
Frazier for obstructing justice, accesso-
ry after the fact, driving while license 
revoked, passenger flee/accessory to 
injury/death, passenger failure to give 
info/aid, failure to report an accident. 
He was issued a $1,500 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
June 28.

On June 4, Christopher Bradley Wilson, 
27, of  1844 Conners Court, Burlington, 
was arrested by Deputy Olivia Sturdi-
vant for driving while impaired, simple 
possession of  schedule VI controlled 
substance, simple possession of  sched-
ule III controlled substance, reckless 
driving and driving while license re-
voked. He was issued a written promise 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on July 7.

On June 4, Montego Shane Scurlock, 
35, of  200 Elvie Snipes Scurlock Road, 
Pittsboro, was arrested by Sgt. Chris 
Burger for resist, delay and obstruct. 
He was issued a written promise to ap-
pear in Chatham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on June 30.

On June 5, Johnnie Clifton Fogleman 
III, 36, of  1444 Henderson Tanyard 
Road, Pittsboro, was arrested by 
Deputy Matthew Mitchell for failure to 
appear. He was issued a $5,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on July 14.

On June 5, Antonia Rodriguez Siler, 
44, of  409 E 10th Street, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Jonathan Frazier 
for violation of  pretrial release condi-
tions for new felony assault charges 
while under supervision. He was issued 
a $2,000 secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Orange County District 
Court in Hillsborough on July 8.

On June 6, Armando Romero, 20, of  
98 Highland Circle, Chapel Hill, was 
arrested by Deputy Reggie Griffin for 
assault by strangulation, assault on a 
female and battery of  an unborn child. 
He was held on a 48-hour domestic vi-
olence hold and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 28.

Police staff will expand under Siler City’s proposed town budget
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City Po-
lice Department’s officer staff 
stands to grow by more than 
25% under the town’s proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2021-22, 
with plans to nearly double in 
the next three years, according 
to Chief  Mike Wagner.

The department is currently 
allocated 21 officers, as previ-
ously reported by the News + 
Record, but is operating below 
capacity now. 

“There are two spots open,” 
Wagner told the News + 
Record, “and we now have a 
supervisor’s position open also 
that we’re looking to fill.”

If  the town’s board of  com-
missioners votes to adopt the 
proposed budget, Wagner will 
get another three officers plus 
an evidence technician for 
fiscal year 2021-22.

“I’m excited. I’m elated. It’s 
been a long road,” he said. 
“These officers and staff are 
working hard every day under 
very unusual, extreme circum-
stances being short staffed.”

Since arriving in Siler City 
two years ago to replace Inter-
im Police Chief  Jeanne Miller, 
Wagner has always overseen 
an understaffed force.

“Those three open posi-
tions plus the addition of  the 
three more will balance out 
our shifts every day,” he said. 
“They’ll sort of  get our shifts 
up — not quite to where they 
need to be — but it’s definitely 
a big stride toward increasing 
our officer safety and increas-
ing a level of  performance to 
our community.”

A dedicated evidence tech-
nician will improve overall 
workflow and enhance the 
department’s ability to process 
crime scenes.

“We have an evidence room 
that needs full-time attention,” 
Wagner said, “We’ve gotten to 
a level to where we’re handling 
enough evidence that storage 
has become a problem.”

The technician’s job respon-
sibilities will include organi-
zation and management of  the 
evidence room, and collection 
and processing of  evidence at 
crime scenes. As of  now, a ma-

jor and a detective have been 
handling those duties part-
time on top of  their full-time 
assignments.

“And that’s asking a lot of  
these folks,” Wagner said. “We 
want to ensure that evidence 
room is first-rate, and we’re 
at an age in policing where we 
collect so much evidence, and 
there’s constant transforma-
tion of  taking stuff to court 
and getting stuff sent to the lab 
for destruction, that we can 
no longer address those needs 
part time. That’s what it comes 
down to.”

Enhancing its evidence 
collection procedures and 
management will also improve 
the department’s chances of  
qualifying for state accredi-
tation — an honor SCPD has 
never achieved, which will 
make it more attractive to 
prospective employees and a 
stronger candidate for funding 
opportunities. 

“When we get into becoming 
accredited,” Wagner said, “that 
evidence room is a top priority 
and currently I don’t think it 
would meet the standards.”

Four new employees would 
mark a substantial thrust 
forward in Wagner’s longterm 
plan to expand his department. 
In the last year, Siler City has 
experienced higher crime rates 
— both violence- and proper-
ty-related — than state and 
national averages. Between 
Nov. 2019 and Oct. 2020, the 
town had 67 violent crimes, in-
cluding homicide, rape, sexual 
assault and shootings, Wagner 
said. To combat the worrisome 
trend, he hopes the board will 
approve four new positions in 
each of  the next three years, 
bringing the department close 
to 40 total officers.

“I think that ultimately, as 
the board has agreed,” Wagner 
said, “we understand that we 
are not through growing yet.”

But Wagner will be flexible, 
he says. The plan is fluid, and 
will adjust commensurate with 
the town’s evolving conditions.

“Those are good numbers 
to shoot for, but we want to be 
good stewards of  citizen mon-
ey, and we also want to really 
have a strategic plan. So, the 
town manager and I will really 

sit down and look and say, 
‘OK, do we need four more this 
year? Are we at a good stabili-
zation point? Do we need more? 
Might we need less?’ ... I don’t 
believe in just throwing police 
officers at problems. We have to 
have a strategy.”

The Siler City board of  com-
missioners will host a public 
hearing for the town’s pro-
posed budget on June 21 after 
which they will vote to adopt 
the budget or send it back to 
staff for revisions. The new 
fiscal year begins on July 1.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

DEPARTMENT SET TO GROW

‘(I)t’s definitely a big 
stride toward increasing 
our officer safety and 
increasing a level of 
performance to our 
community.’

MIKE WAGNER, Siler City 
Police Chief

NEWS BRIEFS

Chatham Community Library 
presents ‘K-12: Tracing 

the Latino Experience in 
Chatham County Schools’
PITTSBORO — In conjunction with 

the Chatham 250 celebration, Chatham 
Community Library will host a virtual 
lecture by Dr. Virginia Cárdenas, retired 
educator with Chatham County Schools.

The program — titled “K-12: Tracing 
the Latino Experience in Chatham 
County Schools  — The Personal Jour-
ney of  a Latina Educator,” will be held 
virtually from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
June 25. A question-and-answer session 
will follow the lecture. This event is free 
and open to the public. Registration is 
required and is available at: https://ti-
nyurl.com/CCL-Cardenas. The event is 
part of  a series of  discussions chron-
icling the history of  communities of  
color in Chatham County. 

Dr. Cárdenas will take the audience on 
a journey through her personal walk as a 
Latina teacher, principal and administra-

tor of public schools. She will describe the 
experience of the first Latino students in 
Chatham County, who were members of  
a family recruited by the poultry industry. 
They were placed in the same classroom, 
because only one teacher in Siler City 
spoke Spanish at that time.

Dr. Cárdenas will discuss retrospec-
tively how Chatham County Schools 
worked to address the needs of an 
unexpected influx of students by creating 
partnerships with other county agencies. 
She will tell of the successes, the failures, 
the barriers to equivalent education, and 
the lessons learned allowing Chatham 
and other counties to improve education-
al opportunities for Latino students.

Dr. Cárdenas began her career as a 
teacher in Chatham County Schools, 
and she later served as the director of  
the Magnet School Assistance Program 
for the Wake County Public School 
System. As a teacher, principal and 
school administrator, Dr. Cárdenas has 
worked to provide all children with a 
quality education that lays the founda-
tion for success and global citizenship.

She holds a master’s degree in school 
administration and a doctoral degree 
in school leadership from UNC-Chapel 
Hill. She is the chairperson of  UNC’s 
Alumni Committee on Racial and Eth-
nic Diversity, and former Chair of  the 
ACRED Latina/o subcommittee.

Residents may visit the libraries’ 
website, www.chathamlibraries.org, or 
contact the Library at (919) 545-8084 or 
rita.vanduinen@chathamlibraries.org 
for more information.

Siler City Parks & Rec offers 
summer open gym

With the arrival of  summer, Siler 
City Parks and Recreation announces 
its summer open gym program.

Children are invited to visit the Er-
nest Ramsey Gymnasium — located at 
512 East Sixth St. in Siler City — each 
weekday for open gym from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The program will operate from 
June 14 - Aug. 13, excluding holidays.

Open gym is offered to children ages 
12 and under. Children ages 12 and un-

der must be accompanied by an adult 
18 years of  age or older.

Children 13 and older can participate 
from 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. weekdays.

The program is designed to en-
courage recreational activity, social 
engagement and healthy lifestyles for 
the community during the summer 
break. Basketballs will be provided by 
the Siler City Parks and Recreation 
Department.

There is no cost to participate, but all 
participants must have a signed waiver 
by an adult. Waivers will be available at 
Ernest Ramsey Gym when signing in 
or available online at www.silercity.org.

To adhere to COVID-19 guidelines, 
masks/face coverings are encouraged for 
all patrons and when not able to socially 
distance of at least six feet from others.

For more information on recreational 
opportunities, visit the Town of  Siler 
City website at www.silercity.org or 
contact the Siler City Parks and Recre-
ation Department at (919) 742-2699.

—CN+R staff reports



CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — Chatham County 
farms and agribusinesses are invited 
to join the Visit NC Farms App. The 
Visit NC Farms App connects the dots 
in communities across North Caroli-
na.

Using smart phone technology, 
residents and visitors can find farms 
closest to them with products and ac-
tivities that interest them. Visitors can 
use the app to explore farms, farmers 
markets and local restaurants that are 
off the beaten path and unique to each 
community. 

There are many benefits to the Visit 
NC Farms App, including:

• Showcasing farms on the app al-
lows them to reach a broader audience 
of  potential customers and repeat 
patrons.

• Businesses will be listed among an 
expansive and ever-growing collection 
of  agriculture-based offerings.

• With both a map and a list view, 
users will be able to easily find the 
farm closest to them or filter based on 
offerings.

• Farm listings will feature a brief  
summary, engaging imagery, and 
push button shortcuts to call, visit 
their website, or get directions.

• User and member feedback en-
sures that the app stays relevant and 
up to date.

• Farm listings give the public access 
to real-time marketing opportunities 

through push notifications to app 
users.

Chatham County farms and agri-
businesses that can be found on the 
Visit NC Farms App include Angeli-
na’s Kitchen, Chatham Oaks Farm, 
Country Farm and Home, Dutch 
Buffalo Farm, Fearrington Farmers’ 
Market, Leaning 7 Farms, Smithview 
Farm and Woodland Farm.

More information about the app can 
be found at visitncfarmstoday.com. 
Interested Chatham County farms or 
agribusinesses may contact Tiffany 
Hancock, Visit NC Farms App Admin-
istrator, via email at twhancoc@ncsu.
edu.
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Visit NC Farms adds 
Chatham County farms 
and agribusinesses to 

its app

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Mark Hewitt’s kiln, where earth, fire and the potter’s vision meet to create 
one-of-a-kind pottery. Young people who grew up using Mark’s plates and 
bowls often come back to create a wedding registry of pottery for their 
own homes.

Hewitt greets 
shoppers 
at his kiln 
opening over 
the weekend. 
Of the more 
than 175 who 
attended, more 
than a quarter 
were first-time 
visitors to Mark 
Hewitt Pottery.

Staff photo by Kim 
Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Local pottery Mark Hewitt’s first public kiln opening since the COVID-19 
pandemic felt like a homecoming. Here, customers lined up on Johnny 
Burke Road in Pittsboro over the weekend to view pottery and purchase 
pieces.

Kiln opening 

www.silver-thread.com

At Cambridge Hills 
& Twin Rivers 

Your Family Is Our Family

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane • Pittsboro

919.545.9573

25 S. Rectory Street • Pittsboro 
919-545-0149

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com



From the Chatham Education 
Foundation

SILER CITY — “This is the BEST 
DAY EVER!” exclaimed a student from 
Virginia Cr.oss Elementary. 

The excitement and anticipation in 
the air was almost tangible in the build-
ing on selection day for our Books on 
Break program. The children walking 
the halls to their next class anxiously 
awaited their class’s turn to shop. All 
the while wondering what books were 
available, would their favorite author 
or title still be there, how many books 
could they choose? For some of  the 
kindergarten students, it was their 
first trip to the library ... ever! What a 
momentous moment for them!

This year, we were very excited to be 
back in the schools for the student selec-
tion day for our “Books on Break” pro-
gram. This program is a free book fair 

for students in some of our high-poverty  
schools in Chatham County. Depending 
upon grade level, students were able to 
choose between three and five books 
to take home to build their at-home 
libraries. Providing self-selected reading 
materials for the students to remain en-
gaged in reading and learning over the 
summer is essential so they do not lose 
the important skills that they worked so 
hard to learn during the school year. If  
there were absent students or those who 
still attend virtual school, bags of  books 
were packed for them to pick up. No 
student was left out.

Gratefully, we have been able to 
increase Books on Break by 50% every 
year for the past two years. This year, 
CEF donated over 14,000 books through 
this amazing program to six schools. 
This positively impacted over 2,300 stu-
dents throughout Chatham County.

This was an incredible feat! We abso-

lutely could not have done this without 
the support of  our amazing volunteers. 
More than 40 volunteers generous-
ly donated their time and efforts to 
accomplish this, as well as countless 
teachers and staff. Although, there was 
still some pivoting of  the program, to 
be able to see the joy, excitement and 
appreciation from the students is over-
whelming. 

Without the support of  our donors 
and sponsors, this program would not 
exist. We would like to give a special 
thank you to our individual donors and 
the following business sponsors: Cha-
tham County Schools, Duke Energy, the 
Bastian Family Foundation, CAHEC, 
Bold Companies, Allen and Tate, 
Truist, Homes by Dickerson, Triangle 
Community Foundation and Central 
Electric. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. We are STRONGER TO-
GETHER! 

For more information, go to https://
www.chathameducationfoundation.org.
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Chatham Education Foundation donates more than 14,000 
books through this year’s ‘Books on Break’ program 

Photo courtesy of Chatham Education 
Foundation

Two young Chatham elementary 
students read books they 
received at a CEF Books on Break 
distribution.

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

What is your favorite animal? Write 
three facts and three opinions about 

your favorite animal.Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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How Tiger Got Its Stripes is a folktale from Vietnam. 
Folktales are stories that get passed from generation 
to generation. They can change as different people 
tell them over time. As such, they are created by 
“the folk,” or the people. Long ago, these tales were 
spoken and never written down.

What is a folktale?

Standards Link: Research: Use the 
newspaper to locate information.

Think of a phrase that 
you think is wise. For 

example, “Treat others 
as you would want 

people to treat you.” 
Look through the 

newspaper to find and 
cut out the words that 

make this sentence. Glue 
the words onto a piece of 
paper to remind you of 
this piece of wisdom.

Wisdom Words

Make a tiny story book and 
read it to a friend or little 

sister or brother!

Number each 
part of the 
story and each 
picture in 
order. Cut 
them all out.

1. Match the 
words with the 
pictures in the 
correct order.

2. 3. Paste each set of 
matching words and 
picture on a small 
piece of construction 
paper to make nine 
individual pages.

4. Draw a cover and 
staple the pages 
together to make 
a tiny book.

Which character in this 
folktale was wise? Why do 

you think that? Talk about it 
with a family member.

Fill in the missing vowels to 
discover the names of other 
folktales you probably have 

read or heard.

Have you read these? If not, look for them at your local library. Have a family 
folktale theater night! Make puppets of the characters and perform a show 

of the folktale, or just act out the parts with your family members.

Long ago, Tiger was 
one of the proudest 

animals in the jungle. 
He was proud of his 
long fangs, his sharp 

claws and his beautiful 
golden fur.

The man said, 
“Wait here. I will go 

home and get wisdom 
for you. But first, 

please let me tie you to 
this tree so that you 
don’t eat my goats.”

The next morning, 
Tiger saw the man 

walking home with his 
herd of goats. “STOP!” 
Tiger roared. “Give me 
your wisdom or I will 

eat you!”

Tiger wanted 
wisdom very badly, so he 

agreed to be tied to the 
tree. Then the man left 
with his goats. Tiger 

waited and waited. He 
waited for a day. But the 
man never came back.

Tiger asked Water 
Buffalo, “Why do you 

listen to that strange little 
animal? He has no 
claws or fangs or 

even beautiful 
golden fur.”

Tiger realized that 
he’d been tricked. He was 
furious as he pulled and 

clawed until he broke free 
of the ropes at last. But all 
that struggling had burned 
stripes into his beautiful 

golden fur!

One morning, Tiger saw 
his big, strong friend, 

Water Buffalo, pulling a 
plow in a field.

A man was telling Water 
Buffalo what to do.

The other animals 
thought the stripes 
looked funny. Even 

today Tiger hides in the 
shadows. And he is still 
searching for wisdom.

Water Buffalo 
replied, “Tiger, that animal 

is a human. He does not 
need claws or fangs. 

Humans have wisdom.”
Tiger thought to himself, 

“Wow! I must get 
wisdom!”
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Research: Use the 

the words onto a piece of 

Children are born curious. From their earliest days, sensory 
exploration brings delight and wonder. New discoveries expand 

their minds.  When they unlock the joy of reading, their world 
widens further. Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery for elementary school 
children by providing interactive, engaging and relevant 

age-appropriate materials designed to awaken the magic of 
reading at school, at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy non-profit, visit 
kidscoopnews.org



The Hispanic Liaison’s new deputy director brings 
wealth of information, heart to her role

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — When Chatham resi-
dent Hannia Benitez was younger, her 
mother taught her a few principles to 
live by: “Learn as much as you can. Ask 
a lot of  questions,” and “also help your 
peers as best as you can.”

Today, Benitez, now 29, not only lives 
by those principles; she embodies them. 
After racking up knowledge from health 
care to property management, she’s 
decided to put it to use by giving back to 
her community as the Hispanic Liai-
son’s new Lee County deputy director.

The Hispanic Liaison officially opened 
a satellite office in Sanford last Tuesday af-
ter years of planning. From its new office, 
the Liaison plans to offer Lee County res-
idents individualized assistance via their 
community support program, distribute 
information about crucial resources and 
provide COVID-19 response services.

“My role in this — I will help implement 
the program,” Benitez said, “and I’ll just be 
playing a key role in developing the trust 
with our community members, (working) 
to operate and create new relationships 
with local businesses, nonprofits, govern-
ment and law enforcement agencies.”

‘I was blessed’

Born in Tecun Uman, Guatemala, Beni-
tez moved to Siler City with her mother and 
sister in 1998 when she was a young child. 
From there, she attended Siler City Ele-
mentary, Chatham Middle and Jordan-Mat-
thews, from which she graduated in 2010. 

“Once a Jet, always a Jet,” she said 
with a laugh.

Siler City holds many fond memories 
for her — especially her school experi-
ences, which helped her integrate into 
Chatham County. 

For a long time, Benitez’s mother sup-
ported her and her sister as a single moth-
er. In Guatemala, she was a kindergarten 
teacher, and she always encouraged her 
daughters to pursue their education. 

“So my focus was on that and just 
seeing that example,” Benitez said, 
adding, “We grew up around that, and 
I was blessed to really have a large sup-
port group, academically, and that was 
a big factor in the fond memories that I 

have in Chatham County.” 
After graduating Jordan-Matthews 

High School, Benitez bounced around 
different fields — and different cities. 
First up? Health care. She received a 
certificate as a Certified Nursing Assis-
tant from Central Carolina Community 
College in 2014, and thereafter worked as 
a nursing assistant for several months. 

In spring of 2016, she moved on to 
real estate and property management, 
working as a site manager for Community 
Management Corporation and soon after 
as a general manager for MJ’s Staffing 
Inc. In the first half of the decade, she also 
married Delfino Benitez, a Lee County 
native, and lived in Sanford for a few years 
before returning to Siler City in 2016.

“I would say I married into Lee County,” 
Benitez joked, “and it’s something that’s 
part of who I am now as well. It’s some-
thing that I’m proud of, and it’s something 
that we share with our (three) children and 
with our families to really showcase the 
beautiful things in our region.”

‘I didn’t think twice’

In 2016, she also got involved with 

the Hispanic Liaison’s Board of  Direc-
tors. She described her decision to join 
the nonprofit’s board as “just kind of  
going back to what was part of  who I 
was.” 

She first started participating in 
volunteer and community work when 
she was 12, she remembered, with 
communities of  faith. She con-
tinued it in high school, joining 
leadership programs such as 
Future Leaders of  America 
(FBLA) and AIM Club 
(Action, Inspiration and 
Motivation).

And while she was 
overseeing several 
apartments, an old high 
school acquaintance 
came knocking — John 
Byrne, a J-M teacher 
with whom she’d main-
tained a connection. 

“He invited me to a staff meeting for 
El Vinculo, ‘Would you consider joining 
us?’” she said. “And I’m like, ‘Oh, my 
gosh, yes.’ You know, I didn’t think 
twice about it. And five years later, here 
we are.”

She served as board president for 
three years and worked with the 
Liaison and other Lee organizations 
as they sought to bring the Liaison to 
Sanford.

“(By working in) a lot of  these 
different fields, I was able to have the 
experience, and the knowledge that, 
‘OK, this I can all add,” she said.  “… 
I’ve been blessed to have both doors be 
open to me, so that I can in turn give 
back to the community, and not only 
that, but take it a step further with El 
Vinculo.” 

Last year, Benitez decided she wanted to 
do even more. Just before the COVID pan-
demic struck, the Liaison and its partners 
finalized plans for the Lee County satellite 
office. A few months later, they were able 
to secure a year’s funding for a Lee County 
deputy director — and once they posted 
the position, Benitez decided to give it a 
shot.

“I told Ilana, ‘I know this sounds 
crazy, but I want to get on this,’” she 
said with a laugh. “I want to do this for 
a living. I know I’ve been doing it on 
the side, but if  you guys would consider 

me, I’ll be more than happy to come in 
here.’”

Ilana Dubester, the Liaison’s exec-
utive director, put her “through the 
wringer” during the interview, Benitez 
said, to ensure she qualified and even-
tually, she got the job. Benitez officially 
started the first Monday of  January. 

Until the Sanford office officially 
opened last week, she helped the 
Liaison with various projects 
while training — most notably the 

organization’s COVID-19 
response program.

Recently, she had 
worked as a COVID-19 
case investigator for the 

Carolina Community 
Tracing Collaborative. Her 

nursing background 
also afforded useful 

knowledge and experi-
ence.

“Before joining El Vinculo, I was 
temporarily doing case investigating 
for COVID response,” she said, “so I 
was like, ‘Hey, we did these strategies,’ 
you know, and being able to help our 
community members in that recent 
role as well really helped.”

Since joining, she said she’s asked a 
lot of  questions, spoken with a lot of  
Lee County organizations and run all 
around Sanford trying to find office 
space to rent. Now, she plans to work 
on earning the Hispanic community’s 
trust in Lee County.

“Our biggest goal is the trust in our 
community, so that they know that, ‘Hey, 
you guys can reach out to us,’” she said. 
“‘We’re going to hear your concerns. 
We’re going to work with you through it. 
We’re going to be one-on-one.’”

So far, she said she’d enjoyed her 
work — and her coworkers — and 
hopes her example will inspire her chil-
dren, just as her mom’s inspired her.

“(It) goes back to what my mom 
would say, ‘OK, let’s give back as best as 
we can because that’s what being part 
of  the community is,’” she said. “That’s 
one of  the biggest motivators, especial-
ly now that I’ve got three young kids 
that are looking at me.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson can be 
reached at victoria@chathamnr.com.
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‘HELP YOUR PEERS AS BEST AS YOU CAN’

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Hannia Benitez is the Hispanic 
Liaison’s deputy director for the 
nonprofit’s new Sanford satellite 
office, located at 215 Bracken St. She 
lives in Siler City and has been on 
the Liaison’s staff since January.

Hispanic Liaison opens new satellite office in Sanford
BY VICTORIA 

JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SANFORD — Inside 
a squat building at 215 
Bracken St., a small, two-
desk office has turned 
into the Lee County base 
for a Siler City nonprof-
it’s far-reaching mission. 

After operating out of  
Siler City for nearly 26 
years, the Hispanic Liai-
son opened a new satel-
lite office in Sanford last 
week to offer more direct 
services to Lee’s Hispanic 
residents — expanding on 
an outreach to Chatham’s 
neighboring county that 
began in 2009.

“We’re so nervous, you 
know, it’s like any new 
venture, but we’re very 
excited to really continue 
the work that we have 
been doing,” said Hannia 
Benitez, the Liaison’s Lee 
County deputy director. 
“... We’re just really 
excited to have a physical 
location for our com-
munity members to say, 
‘Hey, I don’t have to travel 
the 30 minutes all the way 
there to get these kinds of  
services.’”

The Hispanic Liaison 
serves Spanish-speaking 
residents across four 
counties — Alamance, 
Randolph, Lee and Cha-
tham — and for the last 
couple of  years, Benitez 
estimates they’ve served 
hundreds of  people in 
Sanford. According to 
U.S. Census data, Lee 
County’s population is 
about 20% Hispanic; San-
ford’s population is 26% 
Hispanic. In comparison, 
Chatham’s population is 
just over 12% Hispanic, 
while Siler City’s is near-
ly half  Hispanic.

“That’s where the 
opportunity came (from), 
and we’re glad that we 
have been able to be 
in Chatham County,” 
Benitez said. “We’ve been 
successful in the area. 
We’ve been able to help 
our Lee County families 

and friends and commu-
nity members, so we’re 
very excited that we’re 
able to expand into Lee 
County, because essen-
tially, it’s still going to be 
El Vínculo Hispano.” 

As such, the Liaison 
will offer Lee County 
residents many of  the 
same services they offer 
in Chatham — first and 
foremost, their communi-
ty support program. 

“It’s the ‘bread and 
butter’ (program) helping 
community members 
with obtaining vital doc-
uments for themselves 
and for their children,” 
Benitez said, as well as 
any other area resources 
and services communi-
ty members need help 
accessing. 

Likewise, the Liaison 
will also offer Lee County 
clients free immigration 
consultations, plus dis-
tribute information about 
their rights, services and 
— of course — COVID-19. 
Via its COVID-19 response 
program, the Liaison 
plans to help residents get 
vaccinated, connect them 
with local health provid-
ers and offer financial 
assistance to Hispanic 
families in need through 
its Solidarity Fund.

“These have been 
services that have been 

available to our (Lee) 
community mem-
bers,” she said, 
“but right now 
it’s at their door.” 

At first, 
the office 
will host 
clients by 
appoint-
ment 
only, and 
unvacci-
nated cli-
ents will 
be asked 
to wear masks. For now, 
Benitez plans to host 
only one client indoors 
at a time. To schedule an 
appointment, residents 
can call 919-292-0177 or 
email Benitez at hannia@
evhnc.org.

“If you’re vaccinated, 
we’re able to remove the 
masks, but for the most part 
it’s going to be outside,” 
Benitez said, adding, “It’s a 
small working space, but as 
we expand, we’re hoping to 
get more clients in.” 

‘It takes a lot of 
effort’

For the Liaison’s lead-
ership, last Tuesday’s 
“soft opening” was a 
moment that’s been years 
in the making.

“When we reopened 
in 2016 (after closing in 

2015), agency expansion 
was part of  El Vinculo’s 

strategic vision at 
that time,” said 
Benitez, who was 
on the Liaison’s 

board of  
directors 
before 

joining 
the staff. 

“In 2018, 
opportunity 

really 
came 

knocking 
at the door. We were ap-
proached by the Hispanic 
Council of  the City of  
Sanford and Lee County.”

This council, said mem-
ber Dennis Duke, had 
one clear goal: establish 
a central organization, 
much like the Liaison, 
which could support the 
needs of  Lee County’s 
Hispanic residents. 

“When I was talking to 
other people and leaders 
in the community, they 
all used to say … we’re 
all getting calls from the 
community, help them 
translate this document,” 
Duke said. “‘I got this 
document from the gov-
ernment or from the IRS. 
Oh, I need to make an 
appointment for a doctor, 
they don’t speak Span-
ish.’ We’re all helping 
people outside our jobs’ 

expertise, so that’s when I 
said, ‘We need something 
more centralized.’”

The Hispanic Council 
had originally emerged in 
2014 at the behest of  the 
City of  Sanford and Lee 
County to advise both 
governments while they 
embarked on a three-year 
community evaluation, 
Duke said. It was part of  
the Building Integrated 
Communities (BIC) proj-
ect, a statewide initiative 
designed to help local 
governments formulate 
practices to serve and 
engage with their immi-
grant populations. 

In 2017, the project’s 
report came out describ-
ing the Spanish-speaking 
population’s various 
needs and growing size — 
and that’s when the coun-
cil realized they needed 
to do something.

But how?
“It’s just an advisory 

council,” said Duke, 
who’s also a bilingual so-
cial worker at Lee County 
Schools and the Liaison’s 
board vice president. “We 
couldn’t do much, so we 
wanted to be our own 
nonprofit. But we find 
out it’s not that simple. It 
takes a lot of  effort, pa-
perwork, a lot of  players, 
a lot of  pieces.”

In 2019, the Hispanic 
Council reached out to 
the Hispanic Liaison, and 
not long after, the two 
organizations decided to 
join forces. 

“Instead of  helping 
them open an agency 
here … (we decided) that 
it would be a lot simpler 
and easier for everybody 
involved to just have 
a satellite office,” said 
the Liaison’s executive 
director, Ilana Dubester. 
“Then we proceeded 
to beat the bushes for 
money.”

But just after they’d 
finalized all planning 
in February of  2020, the 
pandemic hit. Every-
thing dragged to a halt. 
Some personnel left, and 

money became scarce, 
but things soon picked 
back up again. In Jan-
uary, the Liaison hired 
Hannia Benitez as the 
office’s deputy director 
after receiving funding 
from a few North Caro-
lina foundations. A Lee 
County domestic vio-
lence nonprofit, HAVEN, 
agreed to rent office 
space to the Liaison in its 
building near downtown 
Sanford.

“I was really happy 
where we ended up 
because we have a part-
nership with HAVEN,” 
Dubester said. “We start 
small without giant over-
head expenses, you know, 
get a foot in the door, and 
settle in and then eventu-
ally, probably, we’ll move 
on to a bigger place.”

They’ll also have a 
bigger opening celebra-
tion in the future, as well, 
Dubester added.

‘My goal now’

Now that they’ve set 
down roots, Benitez said 
her next steps will be 
spreading the word about 
their services, building 
trust and gathering feed-
back about what the com-
munity needs. To help 
Benitez, the Liaison is 
also working on hiring a 
Lee County program and 
volunteer coordinator. 

“Any additional pro-
grams in Lee County are 
going to be implemented 
in response to Lee County 
community needs,” Benitez 
said.  “ ... It just really de-
pends on what we get back 
from the community.” 

The dream, Duke add-
ed, is now a reality, and 
he’s going to do what he 
can to keep it going.

“My goal now is, we’re 
going to be knocking on 
doors,” he said. “We’re 
going to let people know 
we’re here.”

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

The Hispanic Liaison held a ‘soft opening’ for its new Lee County satellite 
office on Tuesday, June 1. The Liaison’s Hannia Benitez will lead the new 
Sanford office, which is located at 215 Bracken St.



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information, 
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. 
Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

ANIMALS & PETS
USE ITCHNOMORE SHAMPOO 
to treat skin allergies, promote 
healing & eleminate doggy 
odor. Southern States Coop, 
919-742-2128 (www.kennelvax.
com) Jn3,10,17,3tp

USE DD-33 to kill fleas and 
ticks on dogs & cats on 
contact. J R MOORE & SON, 
898-2998. (www.kennelvax). 
Jn3,10,17,3tp

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call...We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, My6,tfnc 

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
My6,tfnc

SERVICES

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS - 
Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194.  
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
PAT’S GROOMING & BOARDING 
KENNEL needs an extra, part 
time morning person. Likes to 
clean, healthy, has to have a 
driver’s license and car to get 
to work, not afraid of animals, 
love being around pets, comes 
to work on time, dependable 
and honest and has to be covid 
negative. Will train. Someone 
that only needs to work a 
few days a week. Safe place 
to work. Call 919-548--5567. 
Jn10,1tc  

ACCOUNTANT (ASHEBORO 
LOCATION) - Randolph Electric 
Membership Corporation is 
currently seeking an Accoun-
tant. Successful candidates 
will preferably have a 2-year 
degree in Accounting and/or 
Business Administration with 
2 to 4 years of experience. The 
job description and application 
are available online at http://
www.randolphemc.com/ca-
reers. Taking applications until 

the position is filled. Equal Op-
portunity Employer, including 
disability/vets. Jn10,17,24,3tc

ASSISTANT LAKE WARDEN - 
The Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority (OWASA), a progres-
sive water utility providing wa-
ter, wastewater and reclaimed 
water services to the Towns of 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, is seeking a moti-
vated individual to fill the posi-
tion of Assistant Lake Warden. 
This position assists with the 
daily operational requirements 
needed to maintain the water 
supply, dam, equipment and 
facilities for Cane Creek Res-
ervoir and University Lake. -  
Responsible for enforcing lake 
rules and renting recreational 
equipment to lake patrons 
(i.e., boats, motors, batteries, 
canoes, gear, etc.). Position 
performs light maintenance on 
buildings, docks, and mowing 
equipment. Responsible for 
protecting the watershed from 
trash disruption, documenting 
lake levels and weather read-
ings, maintaining grounds, 
and performing custodial 
duties.-  Candidates must have 
the ability to work outdoors 
in all kinds of weather. Week-
end work is required between 
March and November which is 
the recreational season. Phys-
ical requirements include ex-
erting 10 – 20 pounds constant-
ly, up to 50 pounds frequently 
and walking/standing to a 
significant degree. - Requires a 
high school diploma or equiv-
alent and a valid North Caro-
lina Driver’s License. OWASA 
provides excellent benefits to 
include: Membership in the 
NC Local Government Employ-
ees Retirement System, Paid 
premiums for Health, Dental, 
Vision and Life insurances, As-
sistance for Dependent Health, 
Dental and Vision premiums, 
Employer contribution in 457 
plan, Employer contribution in 
Retirement Health Savings Ac-
count, Paid Holidays, Vacation, 
Sick, Personal, Bereavement 
and Parental Leave, Education-
al Reimbursement, Bonus Pay 

for Additional Certifications 
and/or Education and more! 
-- OWASA is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer committed to 
continuous improvement, sus-
tainability, creativity, diversity, 
and inclusion. OWASA does not 
discriminate based on race, 
color, national origin, disabil-
ity, age, or sex in administra-
tion of its programs or activi-
ties, or employment decisions. 
OWASA is a Certified Orange 
County Living Wage Employer. 
-  Salary Range: $34,897 - 
$53,742; Apply online at www.
owasa.org; closing date is June 
21, 2021. Jn10,1tc 

SERVICE ASSOCIATE, CLAPP 
TRACTOR - Wash tractors, 
general clean up, deliveries, 
and other misc. tasks.

Must have a cleaning driving 
record.  Apply in person at 202 
N. Second Ave, Siler City, NC 
or email your resume to hr@
clapptractor.com Jn10,17,24,-
Jy1,4tc 

MARKETING ASSISTANT – 
CLAPP TRACTOR - Post and 
manage used inventory on 
company website, keep maga-
zine and radio advertisements 
up to date, and assist with 
other marketing tasks. Apply 
in person at 202 N. Second Ave, 
Siler City, NC or email your 
resume to hr@clapptractor.
com  Jn10,17,24,Jy1,4tc 

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
(919) 776-0352 or visit 824 
South Horner Blvd, Sanford for 

more info or to apply. A29,tfnc 

HELP WANTED - EVENINGS & 
WEEKENDS, Please inquire in 
person: Country Mart, 320 W. 
Raleigh St, Siler City, NC or 
Desperados, 602 North Second 
Avenue, Siler City A29,tfnc    

LEGALS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the ESTATE OF 
JAMES L. ABRAHAMSON late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on October 
12, 2020 are hereby notified to 
present their claims to JANET 
H. MCLAMB, EXECUTOR, on or 
before August 20, 2021 or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
the deceased, please make 
immediate payment.
This 20th day of May, 2021
JANET H. MCLAMB, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF JAMES L. ABRAHA-
MSON
102 Presque Isle Lane
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

My20,My27,Jn3,Jn10,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
PETER SINCLAIR WILSON, JR., 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
NC, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before August 20th, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 

decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 20th day of May, 2021.
Patricia M. Wilson, Executor
c/o Clarity Legal Group
 P O Box 2207
 Chapel Hill, NC  27515.

My20,My27,Jn3,Jn10,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.

B10   |   Chatham News + Record   |   JUNE 10-16, 2021

Home on 10+ Acres w/5 Bay Shop & 2 Car Carport in Goldston NC
Pottery, Antiques, Furniture, Collectibles, Plus More!!

5($/�(67$7(�$8&7,21�������$FUHV�RI�%HDXWLIXO�&KDWKDP�&RXQW\�/DQG����
%HGURRP����)XOO�%DWK�0DQXIDFWXUHG�+RPH�Z��VWXQQLQJ�EULFN�ZRUN�DQG�D�
PHWDO�URRI��7KHUH�LV�D���ED\�VKRS�ZLWK�RIILFH�VSDFH��RXWEXLOGLQJ��VWDPSHG�
FRQFUHWH�SDWLR�DQG�D�VFUHHQHG�SRUFK��(OJLQ�&KLFDJR�:LQGPLOO�UHPDLQV�
3(5621$/�3523(57<�$8&7,21��1&�3RWWHU\��$QWLTXH�)XUQLWXUH��&RFD�
&ROD�'ULQN�%R[��*ROGVWRQ�1&�&ROOHFWLEOHV��9LQWDJH�&ORFNV��0RUJDQ�	�3HDFH�
6LOYHU�'ROODUV��+D\�5DNH��)DUP�%HOO��)LUH�+\GUDQW��+XPPHOV�������	����&DO�
$PPR��1X�*UDSH�6RGD�&ORFN����&HQW�*XPEDOO�0DFKLQH��3OXV�/RWV�0RUH��

SCOTT L. HARRIS, AUCTIONEER - BROKER    NCAL #8420   (919) 498-4077 
www.JHUU\HDUUiV$XcWioQ.Hibid.com   FIRM #8086 ���%3

ON-LINE�$8&7,21
Real Estate & Personal Property

Home on 10+ Ac w/Shop, Antiques, Collectibles
Bidding Begins to close June 15th -6pm

560 Goldston Glendon Rd, Goldston NC

HIRING 

CNA’s
3RD SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 
for appointment to complete 

application and interview
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

AUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTION

(919) 545-0412 

RogersAuction.com

Biannual Consignment Sale w/ 1000+ Items!
Farm, Lawn, Construction & Shop Equipment, Hay 

Equipment, Trucks, Tractors, Trailers, Boats & Toys, 
Ad Signs, Collectibles & Antiques, Skid Loader 

Attachments & ATV’s, Guns & Ammo!

Online Bidding Ends June 16th & 17th!
Register to Bid @ RogersAuction.com

Previews/Inspections: 4221 Silk Hope Rd., Siler City, NC

*Partial Proceeds Benefi t Silk Hope Ruritan Club



CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 

against, PETER R. KLOEBLEN, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the 

same to the undersigned on 
or before August 20, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This the 20th of May, 2021. 
Steven Kloeblen 
Ancillary Executor of the 
Estate of Peter R. Kloeblen 
c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attorney
155 Parkway Office Court, 
Suite 200
Cary, NC 27518

My20,My27,Jn3,Jn10,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Jennifer Kara Hughes having 
qualified as the Executrix 
of the Estate of CHARLES 
RICHARD STATON, Deceased, 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Chatham 
County on May 7, 2021, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative 
on or before August 18, 2021 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 

This the 20th day of May 2021. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, 
NC, 27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517

My20,My27,Jn3,Jn10,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executrix of the Estate 
of FRANK N. BAINE AKA FRANK 
NORRIS BAINE, Deceased, 
late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514, on or before the 
27th day of August, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 

payment.
This 27th day of May, 2021.
  JANET KOPITO, EXECUTRIX
  ESTATE OF FRANK N. BAINE 
  AKA FRANK NORRIS BAINE
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
 501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
 Chapel Hill, NC 27514

My27,Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against HELEN CATHERINE 
SILER AKA HELEN G. SILER aka 
Helen George Siler [hereinaf-
ter ‘Helen G. Siler’] of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, who 
died on the 22nd day of 
February, 2021, are notified 
to present them to Michael R. 
Siler, Executor of the Estate 
of Helen G. Siler in c/o Dean P. 
Broz, Attorney for the Estate, 
at Higgins, Frankstone, Graves 
& Morris, P. A., 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203,  Exchange 
West at Meadowmont, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517-8834 on or be-
fore September 2, 2021. 
Failure to present a claim in 
timely fashion will result in 
this Notice being pleaded in 
bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Helen G. Siler.  

Those indebted to Helen 
G. Siler are asked to make 
prompt payment to the Estate.
Dean P. Broz
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

My27,Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned having qual-
ified as Administratrix of the 
Estate of TONYA RACHELLE 
TAYLOR, Deceased, late of 
Chapel Hill, Chatham County, 
North Carolina (Estate File 21-
E-282, Chatham County Clerk), 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at her listed address, 
on or before the 25th day of 
August, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 25th day of May, 2021.
Taylor Freeman
917 Saratoga Drive
Durham, NC 27704

My27,Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against VIRGINIA D. MARINO 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on the 5th 
day of May, 2021, are notified 
to present them to Martin G. 
Lutschaunig, Executor of the 
Estate of Virginia D. Marino in 
c/o David R. Frankstone, Attor-
ney for the Estate, at Higgins, 
Frankstone, Graves & Morris, 
P. A., 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 
203, Exchange West at Mead-
owmont, Chapel Hill, NC 27517-
8834 on or before September 2, 
2021. Failure to present a claim 
in timely fashion will result 
in this Notice being pleaded 
in bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Virginia D. Marino.  
Those indebted to Virginia 
D. Marino are asked to make 
prompt payment to the Estate.
David R. Frankstone
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

My27,Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 142
All persons having claims 
against GLADYS HACKNEY 
THOMAS, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of 
September, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 3rd day of June, 2021.
Janet T. Perry, Co-Executor
8156 Bethel South Fork Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349
Kathy J. Justice, Co-Executor
1728 Stonewood Drive
Winterville, NC 28590  

Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,Jn24,4tp

PROPOSED 2021-2022 BUDGET
TOWN OF SILER CITY 
The proposed Fiscal Year 2021-
2022 Budget for the Town of 
Siler City has been presented 
to the Town Board of Commis-
sioners and is available for 
public inspection. To view the 
proposed budget, please visit 
www.silercity.org or contact 
Town Clerk Jenifer Johnson 
at 919-742-4731 or jjohnson@
silercity.org.
A public hearing will be held 
on the budget ordinance 
for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 on 
Monday, June 21, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Multipurpose Room 
of the Wren Memorial Library 
located at 500 North Second 
Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina.
 Citizens are invited to submit 
written comments to Town 
Clerk Jenifer Johnson at jjohn-
son@silercity.org. 
The following is a summary of 
the budget as presented:
General Fund, $8,481,375.00
Powell Bill Fund, $569,340.00
Enterprise Fund (Water & 
Sewer, $8,455,077.00
Enterprise Fund (License Plate 
Agency), $160,636.00
TOTAL: $17,666,428.00

Jn3,Jn10,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY       
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Admin-
istratrix of the Estate of RON-
NIE MARSH, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
September 8, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 3rd day of JUNE, 2021.
LYDE M. CHEEK, Administratrix 
of the
Estate of RONNIE MARSH
 2631 Rives Chapel Church 
Road
Siler City, North Carolina 27344
 (919) 663-2533

 Jn3,Jn10,Jn17,Jn24,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
May, 2021, as Executor of the 
ESTATE of JAMES  ECKHARDT 
KURZ, SR., Deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 3rd 
day of September, 2021 or this 
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.
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Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

Great for extending your time in the swimming pool, in ground 
or above ground. I ran water through with pool filter pump.  You 
may easily engineer to make hot water for your house. I was ready 
for year around in 25,000 gallon pool before fire. NO fire damage 
and all panels worked well Feb 10th, 2019. Copper panels enclosed 
in translucent polycarbonate with metal frame. Have no damage 
from hail and seem essentially impervious to same.  All plumbing 
intact and included. These make Hot water.

7ft x 3 ft panels - bank of 4 -$400

8ft x 4 ft panels - bank of 8. one without poly cover -$1050

10ft x 4 ft panels - bank of 9 - $1,575   best current price Nancy 
could find was a 4x10 panel from Sun Ray Solar, FOB their plant 
in California, $441, no plumbing, add shipping.

All you need is sunshine! 

johndykersmd@dykers.com or call  919-201-9687
for location or photographs.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call:833-987-0207

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 877-544-1736

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for 
the following positions: 
Department Chair Healthcare 
Management Technology. 
Department Chair Business 
Administration/Operations 
Management and Leadership 
Studies. Medical Laboratory 
Technology Instructor. For 
detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our 
employment portal at: https://
f a y t e c h c c . p e o p l e a d m i n .
com/ Human Resources 
OfficePhone: (910) 
678-7342Internet: http://www.
faytechcc.edu. An Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 

deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get 
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-404-0601

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 
1-855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 FREE 
Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career 
and earn your Degree at CTI! 
Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, call 
877-354-3499

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-888-618-0918

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

Statewide Classified
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Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This, the 3rd day of June, 2021.
JAMES ECKHARDT KURZ, JR.
EXECUTOR,  ESTATE OF 
JAMES ECKHARDT KURZ, SR.
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, 
Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina  27717
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 279
All persons having claims 
against PATRICIA R. MER-
WARTH, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of 
September, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 3rd day of June, 2021.
LEIGH ANN GALLUCCI, Exec-
utor
113 Lockinvar Ct.
Cary, NC 27511
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CHATHAM COUNTY ABC
The Proposed Budget for the 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 
2021 and ending June 30, 2022 
has been submitted to the 
Chatham County ABC Board. A 
copy of the proposed Budget is 
available for public inspection 
in the office of the general 
manager of the Chatham 
County ABC Board at 10435 US 
64 HWY E. Apex, NC 27523, and 
may be reviewed by the public 
during normal working hours.  
Interested citizens are invited 
to make comments orally at 
a Public Hearing to be held 
on Wednesday, June 23, 2021, 
at 11:30 A.M. at the Chatham 
County ABC office located at 
10435 US 64 HWY E. Apex, NC 
27523. Written comments may 
be submitted prior to that 
date and should be addressed 
to the Chatham County ABC 
Board at 10435 US 64 HWY E. 
Apex, NC 27523.
Matthew Williams
General Manager 
Chatham County ABC

Jn10,1tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Co-Execu-
tors of the Estate of CHAR-
LOTTE McWILLIAMS JOHN-
SON, late of 53524 Bickett, 
Chapel Hill, Chatham County, 
North Carolina 27517, the 
undersigned do hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-

rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed c/o Jean Gordon Carter, 
McGuireWoods LLP, P.O. Box 
27507, Raleigh, NC 27611, on 
or before the 3rd day of Sep-
tember, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This the 3rd day of June, 2021. 
Michael R. Johnson, Jr. and 
Gregory A. Johnson, 
Co-Executors of the Estate of 
Charlotte McWilliams Johnson 
Attorney: Jean Gordon Carter 
McGuireWoods LLP 
P.O. Box 27507 
Raleigh, NC 27611
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
June 21, 2021, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will 
be held in the courtroom of 
the Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro, North Carolina at 9 
Hillsboro Street.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.chatham-
countync.gov by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below: Legislative 
Request:
1. A legislative public hearing 
for a rezoning request by 
Herndon Farms One, LLC for 
an active-adult (55 and older) 
compact community with 161 
residential units, congregate 
care facility, one-story office/
daycare, community gardens, 
and barn for events on approx-
imately 97.86 acres being Par-
cels 93852, 2752, 18750, 18897, 
18896, and 18909, located on 
US 15-501 N split by Williams 
and Baldwin townships.
2. A Legislative public hearing 
for a general use rezoning 
request by Herndon Farms 
One, LLC, to rezone one acre of 
Parcel No. 2752, being approx-
imately 33.67 acres total, from 
R-1 Residential, to IL Light In-
dustrial, located off US 15-501 
N., Baldwin Township.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-

sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning 
Department at 542-8204 or 
write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro 
N.C.  27312.

Jn10,Jn17,2tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on Jun. 21, 2021 at 6:30 pm in 
the multipurpose room of the 
Wren Memorial Library located 
at 500 N. 2nd Ave. Public hear-
ing and Board discussion will 
be conducted on the following 
requests:
Town of Siler City proposes the 
following text amendments to 
the UDO: §274 Special Provi-
sions for Certain Signs (Harold 
Andrews Rd. truck traffic 
directional signs at Greens-
boro Ave. and Siler City Snow 
Camp Rd.).
Town of Siler City proposes the 
following text amendments 
to the Code of Ordinances: 
Chapter 8 Buildings, Article IV 
Minimum Housing Standards 
(The existence and occupation 
of dwellings that are unfit for 
human habitation are inimical 
to the welfare and dangerous 
and injurious to the health and 
safety of the people. A public 
necessity exists for the repair, 
closing, or demolition of such 
dwellings. Whenever the 
Town finds that there exists 
in the planning and develop-
ment regulation jurisdiction 
dwellings that are unfit for 
human habitation due to di-
lapidation; defects increasing 
the hazards of fire, accidents 
or other calamities; lack of 
ventilation, light, or sanitary 
facilities; or other conditions 
rendering the dwellings unsafe 
or unsanitary, or dangerous 
or detrimental to the health, 
safety, morals, or otherwise 
inimical to the welfare of the 
residents of the Town, power 
is conferred upon the Town to 
exercise its police powers to 
repair, close, or demolish the 
dwellings. This ordinance pro-
vides for the repair, closing, 
or demolition of any aban-
doned structure that the Town 
Board finds to be a health or 
safety hazard as a result of 
the attraction of insects or 
rodents, conditions creating 
a fire hazard, dangerous condi-
tions constituting a threat to 
children, or frequent use by 
vagrants as living quarters 
in the absence of sanitary 
facilities.) and Article V Unsafe 

Buildings Condemned (Every 
building that shall appear to 
the inspector to be especially 
dangerous to life because of 
its liability to fire or because 
of bad condition of walls, 
overloaded floors, defective 
construction, decay, unsafe 
wiring or heating systems, 
inadequate means of egress, 
or other causes shall be held 
to be unsafe.)
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting 
the Planning and Community 
Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 
919-742-2323. All persons 
interested in the outcome of 
the application are invited to 
attend the public hearing and 
present comments, testimony, 
and exhibits on the above 
referenced items. The Plan-
ning Board will meet on Jun. 
14 @ 6:30 pm to consider a 
recommendation to the Board 
of Commissioners.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, 
invites the submission of 
proposals from minority and 
women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, Siler 
City, North Carolina 27344, 
or nhannah@silercity.org 
for accommodations for this 
request. 
Esta información está 
disponible en español o en 
cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Estate of Jeffrey David Roys:   
All persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against JEFFREY DAVID ROYS, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., and Harris County, TX, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before September 10, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 

immediate payment. 
This 10th day of June, 2021. 
Personal Representatives, 
Liza Lee Roys & Joseph R. Roys
c/o Elizabeth Boyette, Attorney 
Jackson Law, PC 
3605 Glenwood Avenue, Ste. 
480 
Raleigh, NC 27612

Jn10,Jn17,Jn24,Jy1,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-314
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Hilda Schef-
fler, having qualified as Exec-
utor of the Estate of SCOTT 
ALAN SCHEFFLER, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 10th 
day of September, 2021, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 10th day of June, 2021.
Hilda Scheffler, Executor
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate 
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-322
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Suellen 
Nelles, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate of 
SHERRY M. NELLES, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 10th 
day of September, 2021, or this 
notice will
be plead in bar of their recov-
ery. All persons indebted to 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 10th day of June, 2021.
Suellen Nelles, Administrator
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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ADVERTISEMENT
CHATHAM COUNTY
Request for Proposals (RFP)
Banking Services
Chatham County, (the “Coun-
ty”) requests that qualified 
and interested financial insti-
tutions operating within the le-
gal jurisdiction of the County, 
submit proposals for providing 
certain banking services. Each 
proposal submitted shall be 
expected to respond to each 
consideration set forth in this 
Request for Proposal (the 

“RFP”).
The County desires to select 
a reputable financial institu-
tion to manage its deposits, 
provide core banking services 
and make available certain 
other related financial services 
to the County for its benefit 
and the benefit of the citizens 
it serves.
The complete RFP document 
and details are located on 
the Chatham County Current 
Bids and Proposals webpage 
at: https://www.chatham-
countync.gov/business/
current-bid-proposal-oppor-
tunities
All inquiries relating to this 
request must be in writing 
and submitted by e-mail to 
Kim Johnson at purchas-
ing@chathamcountync.gov.  
Late submittals will not be 
accepted under any circum-
stance and will not be opened 
or reviewed.  All inquiries 
must be made no later than 
12:00 PM on Wednesday, 
June 30, 2021 to purchasing@
chathamcountync.gov or by 
fax to (919) 542-1096. No RFP 
inquiries by telephone please. 
All addenda will be posted by 
5:00pm on Thursday, July 1, 
2021 and available at https://
www.chathamcountync.gov/
business/current-bid-propos-
al-opportunities.
All proposals must be received 
by Chatham County no later 
than 5:00PM EST on July 8, 
2021.
Chatham County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and 
does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex, marital status, 
race, color, creed, national ori-
gin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, age or disability. 
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TOWN OF PITTSBORO
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING 
The proposed budget for the 
Town of Pittsboro Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board has 
been presented to the Alcohol-
ic Beverage Control Board and 
the Town Board of Commis-
sioners and is available for 
inspection in the General Man-
ager’s office at the Pittsboro 
ABC Store, 70 Sanford Hwy. 
from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
most weekdays. Interested 
parties can call (919) 545-0861 
to speak with General Manag-
er, Brittany McDaniel. 
A public hearing will be held 
on the budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022 on Thursday, 
June 24, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Pittsboro ABC Store, 70 
Sanford Hwy, Pittsboro, North 
Carolina.
Citizens are invited to submit 
written or oral comments. 
Brittany McDaniel
General Manager 
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DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affi liate. 
will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX 
regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for 
a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered 
trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service
 and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved 

residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-653-2438
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 1015 Alston Bridge Road • Siler City, NC


